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mer g
on his promise

Roughly six months ago, shortly after being elected as a
member of Stephen Harpers minority Conservative govern-
ment, Garth Turner offered a refreshing take on his role as an
MP.

He spoke of an intense desire to be a public servant of
middle-class Canadians and to interact and connect with
them through town hall meetings and today’s rapidly-evolv-
Ing computer technology. He also promised to speak his
mind on issues — even if his point of view conflicted with
that of the prime minister. Turner conceded that his uncon-
ventional approach would likely cost him any chance at a
cabinet appointment. He was right

Last week Turner was harshly criticized by fellow MP
Omar Alghabra for suggesting residents of war-torn Lebanon
who hold dual citizenship but haven' lived in Canada for
several years should have to pay for their own evacuation

lurners words — while controversial — echo the
thoughts of many Canadians who believe only permanent
residents of our country should be entitled to hold Canadian
passports.

The local MP’s open approach in his first 180 days back in
Ottawa (he previously served as the MP for the former riding
of Halton-Peel from 1988-93) has been met with Opposition
by some Conservative Party of Canada faithfuls who label
him a brash maverick intent on surring up trouble by rou-
tinely bucking the party line.

Some Halton residents have gone so far as to suggest that
they never would have voted for Turner lLad they known he
was going to oppose his own party.

We remind the naysayers who suggest that Turner should
have run as an independent that the Conservative Party was
only too willing to welcome the veteran politician with open
arms when there was an election to win.

Whats most ironic about the criticism heaped upon
lurner as he pursues issues that matter to ordinary
Canadians is that he’s simply keeping the promise that
Stephen Harper and the Conservative Party made in the lead
up to the January 23 election — to return integrity to
Ottawa.

Turner should be applauded — not punished — for deliv-
ering on the campaign and post-election promises he made.
Those who voted for the MP with the expectation that he
would blindly follow the PM’s every lead have only them-
selves to blame for supporting a candidate without review-
ing his campaign platform.
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Send your letters to miltoned@haltonsearch.com or drop them off at 875 Main St F

Support of fundraiser appreciatéd

DEAR EDITOR:

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank you for all your efforts in
promoting our Smooth Jazz in the
Country fundraising event June 6.

The posting of this event certainly
helped to make the community aware
of it and ensure good attendance.

As you know, the money raised at
this event is going to Breast Cancer
Support Services, a very worthwhile
cause.

The services provided help women

or a house —

who are suffering from the stress of
breast cancer come together to share
their concerns and fears with a very
understanding and supportive group of

women.

As a result of your participation —
and that of many other supporters —

we were able to raise $17.000.
Thank you again. We very much

appreciate your co-operation and sup-
port.

HEATHER OLIVA, ORGANIZER
SMOOTH JAZZ IN THE COUNTRY

You can't judge a book

Do you know what a marijuana grow-
house looks like?

[ thought I did. After all, I've written
countless stories on the subject and know all
the signs to look for.

But then 1 stopped by a McNeil Drive
home that was the scene of a major marijua-
na plant seizure early Wednesday morning
and the first thought that came to mind was.
“This can’t be the right house.”

It just looked so, well, normal and well-
kept. There were flowers in the garden, two
cheery chairs on the porch and even a flower
pot in a “welcome” plant stand, for Pete’s
sake. How could anyone suspect this house?

Looks can be deceiving.

Evidently, I wasn't the only surprised one.
I chatted with a couple of neighbours on the
street, who both said they'd had no idea. This
is a family-oriented street, they both said.
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Not the type of place where you would
expect drugs to be grown.

For those who don't know,
some of the signs to look out for
are condensation on windows that
are usually covered, and a lack of
a “lived-in” look. Although, as 1
saw, that doesn't mean the house
isn't well maintained.

In most cases, nobody actually
lives there, said Det. Glenn i
Mannella of Halton Regional kX
Police, As well, people may come
and go at odd hours.

Milton Fire Department training techni-
cian Barry Kory emphasized the importance
of shutting down these operations. They can
be dangerous for the occupants, their neigh-
bours and future homebuyers who might not
be aware of dangerous mould lurking within

Stephé}ﬁé Thlessen

Its cover

Kory said they pose a great fire hazard
since they often tap into hydro
illegally and have equipment
that can short circuit.

He said he thinks as Milton
continues to grow, we'll have
more of these illegal activities.

With a developing town
cOme great conveniences.
"R  Unlortunately, it also offers a

8 greater degree of anonymity for
criminals.

One characteristic of a small
town is everybody knows everybody else’s
business. That can be both good and bad. but
when it comes to growhouses, watchful eyes
are definitely good.

S0 keep your eyes and ears open. And
don't be fooled by a pretty facade.
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