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Seasoned coach
handed his walking
papers once again

By Steve LeBlanc
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

Getting the axe isn't exactly unfamil-
1ar territory for Jay Anderson.

But being let go before even coach-
ing his first game — well thats a new
one.

Thats essentially what happened to
the seasoned Provincial Jr. A League
coach this week, as Rick Heinz’s
takeover of the Milton IceHawks
brought a premature end to his tenure
as the team’s head coach.

Hired back in April by then owner
Mario Forgione after cutting ties with
the neighbouring Raiders, 38-year-old
Anderson of Georgetown simply didn't
fit into the team’s new plans — accord-
Ing to Heinz.

Receiving official word on his
release Tuesday afternoon from David
Brown — who up until recently had
been overseeing operations for both the
lceHawks and then affiliate Mississauga
lceDogs — Anderson didn't try to mask
his disappointment.

“This was the second time I was sup-
pose to be Milton’s head coach and was-

n't,” he said, referring to what he called

a tentative agreement to mkt;‘ over as
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* Automatic & Standard
* Foreign & Domestic
* Trucks & 4x4’s
* Clutches & Differentials
* Front Wheel Drive
* Front Axle Repairs

SISl ! Re I ease from ‘Hawks
ing: Anderson
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2003/04 IceHawks
— belore George
"%.| Dupont was
~d brought on board.
a4 “Its frustrating.”

Making the
news even tougher
to swallow for
Anderson is the
fact that he and
assistant coach Pat
Cocklin — now gone as well — had
undergone an intense two months of
recruiting and had commitments from
a number of standout Jr. B players.

Those deals are now null and void.

“We'd done so much work and were
confident about maintaining what
Milton hockey fans had come to expect
— whlch is a high level of competitive-
ness,” said Anderson, who had half-a-
dozen different stints behind the
Raiders’ bench and was an assistant
with Milton in both 1995-96 and 2003.
“l think the smart thing to do at this
late a date, especially with no players
coming back, would have been to keep
us around for a year. But its his
(Heinzs) team and his prerogative on
how he wants to run it. I'm sure hes got
a plan.”

The just-released coach seemed
doubtful that another offer will present
itselt before the 2006/07 season begins,
and added quite vehemently that he’s
“not going back to being an assistant.”

Jay Anderson
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* FREE Inspection

* WRITTEN GUARANTEE
on all work

* FREE Towing
within 5 miles
with major repairs

NATIOHWIDE WARRANTY AVAILABLE
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