Join the many people
who agree not to
drink alcoholic
beverages...and to
drive everyone in their
group home safely

By Howard Mozel
SFECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

While the fears of most Halton
Catholic  District School Board
(HCDSB) trustees about the proposed
joint Halton Regional Campus appear
to have been allayed, some lingering
doubts remain.

That prompted senior administra-
tion members at last Tuesday’s board
meeting to again take pains to explain
that every effort has and will be made
to ensure the continued autonomy and
identity of the HCDSB despite sharing
property and facilities with the campus’

lo that end, trustees at the meeting
were asked for input on the
Memorandum  of Understanding
(MOU) that has been carefully ham-
mered out between the partners before
being asked to vote on it at a future
date.

According to Superintendent of
Facility Management Services Giacomo
Corbacio, the MOU “is not a binding
agreement, but an expression of the
participants’ intent to proceed with the
Halton Regional Campus project.”

Corbacio assured trustees that all
four partners must agree on everything
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becomes a reality.

“Statt believes that the concerns
regarding autonomy, identity and
catholicity are addressed in the MOU.”
he said, explaining that no one is legal-
ly bound by the MOU’ terms until
such time as formal agreements have
been settled.

When Burlington Trustee Bob Van
de Vrande expressed worry about pos-
sible  “irreconcilable differences”
between the HCDSB and the other part-

- ners, Chair Al Bailey said that. as

Catholics, they must be strong enough
to move forward and have faith.
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“supercentre” concept is one which
involves the creation of a major,
>40,000-square-foot multi-use campus
on the Bronge Road property currently
occupied by Halton Regional headquar-
ters as well as adjacent land that is up
for sale. If it comes to pass, the site
would be a central location that would
include four distinct, stand-alone areas
of office space for the Region, Halton
Regional Police, HCDSB and the Halton
District School Board, housing about
1,900 staff.

Its estimated that the campus would

cost approximately $127 million but
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would result in an overall savings of
more than $20 million for taxpayers —
as opposed to how much it would cost
it each of the four partners pursued
individual buildings.

The site would also include an out-
door community square and a multi-
services facility linked to the office
space that would house amenities to be
shared by the four partners, such as a
joint board/council chambers. cafeteria,
daycare service, support services or
perhaps even a Tim Hortons.

The project could prove to be an
important step in solving overcrowding
at the HCDSB five cramped adminis-
trative facilities and save taxpayers even
more money through a host of efficien-
cies. Still, doubts among some trustees
remained, prompting Corbacio to say
they're not alone and that the other
partners have issues too.

“We all have our unique concerns
and needs,” he said, using as an exam-
ple the police, who may not want to
share a print shop for security reasons.

Because of these concerns. said
Corbacio, a special article was added to
the MOU. It states, “This MOU is based
on the principle that the recognition
and respect for the autonomy and iden-
tity of each participant, their beliefs.
culture, culture sensitivity, icons,
Imagery, uniqueness and values are
considered of primary importance in
the design and operation of the Halton
Regional Campus facility.”

On the financial side, Corbacio
explained the board will purchase its
building and contribute to the shared
facility — about 8.5 per cent of the
costs. The board will also enter into a
ground lease with the Region of $10 for
99 years.

The next steps for the board include
$42,500 for pre-design this July,
$516,904 for design in February 2007
and $9,778,682 for construction in
early 2008, for a total of just over $10.3
million.

It the board decides to terminate its
relationship with the campus in the
future, the Region will buy its building
tor the fair market value at the time.

How strong is your

FINANCIAL FUTURE?

call me today.

Dave Peers, Agent
317 Nipissing Road
Milton, ON L9T 5E3
Bus: 905-876-1667

dave.peers.qq7i@statefarm.com
Office Hours

Mon. - Fri., 9 - 5; Sat., 10-2
tvening and Weekend Apts. available
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Investor Service (Canada) Co., and AIM Funds Management Inc., have entered into a business relationship in order to offer mutual funds. State

Farm Investors services (Canada) Co. is a separate legal entity from State Farm Mutual Automaobile Company, or any of its insurance affiliates. Mutual Funds
are not insurance products.

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses may all be associated with mutual fund investments. Mutual funds are not guaranteed,
their values change frequently, and past performance may not be repeated. Please read the prospectus before investing. TAIM, the chevron logo and all
assoclatedtrademarks are trademarks of AIM Management Group Inc., used under license. *TRIMARK and all associated trademarks are trademarks of
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S0PEN TO THE PUBLIC
SATURDAY ONLY

OR CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT &

. 905-693-9230 -

* www.hottubswarehousedirect.com .
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