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By Steve LeBlanc
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

So much for having to wait a year before
claiming provincial gold again.

Making the jump to the Level 2, 10 to 12-year-
old boys division this season, Keanu Nunes was
hardly expected to reign supreme like he
did the year before.

Alter all, he was among the youngest
gymnasts in his new field — having only
turned 10 last month.

Hopes were that Keanu would simply
keep developing his skills and perhaps
crack the top five at the Ontario cham-
pionships, with gold not a realistic goal
until next spring.

But the Mississauga Team Futures
competitor expedited those plans earlier
this month, with an exceptional performance in
Oakville — turning back 13 challengers to grab
top spot in the province.

‘It feels really good,” said Keanu, who’s been
involved in gymnmastics for four years now and
already has two Ontario titles under his proverbial
belt. “This year it was much harder, so I was real-
ly happy to win.”

The young gymnast delivered medal-winning
efforts in four of his six individual events, punc-
tuating his campaign with a golden showing on

Keanu Nunes

the parallel bars to squeeze past Tristan
McDermid of Toronto Gymnastics International
in the all-around scoring.

“I felt really good on the bars and had a lot of
energy,” recalled Keanu, who also struck silver on

the high bar and rings and was third on the pom-
mel horse.

Added coach Zhao Hiu Huang,
“Keanu was well prepared and did very
well. There were a lot of boys who'd
been in the division for a year or two, so
tor him to win was great.”

Capturing Ontario gold certainly did-
n't look to be in the cards for Keanu
early in the season, when he placed a
modest sixth at the initial qualifying
meet in North Bay

However, steady improvement over
the next few months netted more
lavourable results at the next three competitions
and set the stage for his trinmphant season fin-
Ish. “I got more confidence as the season went
on,” said the E.W. Foster School fourth grader.
“And the visualization I do with my dad, whos a
soccer coach, really helped again. I really thought
[ could do it (at provincials).”

As a result of his recent efforts, Keanu has been
selected to be part of the Rising Star camp —
aimed at developing promising young gymnasts
— this weekend in Oakville.

The Regional
Municipality of Halton

Get Your Garden Growing!
Spring Compost Give Away at the
Halton Waste Management Site

3:00 a.m.

Monday, May 8 - Saturday, May 13
- 4:30 p.m.
While quantities last

Thanks to the participation efforts of Halton Residents in the Region's yard waste diversion
program, Halton Region is once again proud to offer the rich garden-friendly compost to the

residents of Halton.

* All Halton households are welcome
to collect a maximum of seven bags
(or equivalent) of compost.

* Residents are responsible for
shovelling and bagging their own
compost.

* Please bring your own
bags/containers and shovel.

* Non-perishable food items or cash
donations will also be gratefully

accepted on behalf of Halton area
food banks.
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Halton Waste Maagement Site
5400 Regional Road 25, Milton

Regular hours of operation Monday - Saturday,
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (excluding Statutory holidays)

Spring Cleaning? We Can Help!

Bring your reusable clothing and household items to the Salvation Army Depot at

Halton's Waste Management Site.

A Community Partnership

1151 Bronte Road, Oakville, Ontario L6M 3L1
Tel: 905-825-6000 = Toll Free: 1-866-4HALTON « TTY: 905-827-9833 « www halton.ca
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* A private co-educational school for JK - Gr 8 students

* Strong, highly individualized academic programming |
. E.tcellent Art, Music, Drama & Phys-ed programs
| * Fully equipped computer lab
* Before and after school programs
* Caring, committed teachers
* Busing avazlable

Kindergarten Classes in action!

- Plan to attend our daytime Open| ~
Thursday May 6.7

House on
From 8:45am until 10:15am.

Individual programming promotes
self esteem and love of learning, |
identification of readiness

early
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nurtures child’s own natural enthusiasm out teachers are fully
qualified, held in high esteem by our parents.
_Come Visit Us! Let your Chlld grow w:th us'

Hitherfield is 2 minutes from Highway 401 at Guelph Line.
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