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cutter
found

guilty

By Stephanie Thiessen
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

Guilty as charged. That was the ver-
dict delivered yesterday in a highly-
publicized tree-cutting trial that has
drawn interest from across the region.

The testimony of Burlington resi-
dent George Vastis, who was convicted
of 44 counts of tree cutting, lacked
credibility and trustworthiness, justice
of the peace Jerry Woloschuk said yes-
terday at Ontario Provincial Offences
Court in Milton as he explained his
decision.

It contained exaggerations, contra-
dictions, inaccuracies and implausible
statements, Woloschuk told the court.

In the end, Vastis’s explanations just
didn’t hold up, he said.

"Mr. Vastis decided to clear large
areas not considering the conse-
quences,” Woloschuk said, adding he
has reached the conclusion the land
was cleared for a golf course. “It’s clear
this was done without any concern for
the environment and in contempt of
the rules.”

Vastis and his company now face up
to $840,000 in fines for cutting trees in
a woodlot and in an Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA) in April and July
of 2003 contrary to the Region of
Halton's tree conservation bylaw and
the Forestry Act. He pleaded not guilty
to the charges in 2004.

Outside the courtroom, a visibly
angry Vvastis said he thought the court
simply wanted to set a precedent and
that the case was “political.”

“It I was so sophisticated, | would've
had the whole forest down and nobody
would know.” he said. responding to
Woloschuk’s statement that Vastis is 2
knowledgeable businessman
should’'ve known better.

He added he plans to appeal the
decision. “T'll go to the Supreme court if
[ need to.”

Deftence lawyer David Crocker said
the ruling’s unfortunate for Vastis.

“He (Woloschuk) couldn’t
been more harsh.” he said.

Vastis' Milton property, close to the
Oakville border, is located south of
Britannia Road and north of Hwy. 407

who

have

between Regional Road 25 and
Tratalgar Road.
For the past two years, Crown

Attorney John Olah and Crocker have
been arguing in court over Vastis’ intent
when he had more than 20 acres of
trees plowed down in swathes.

The defence has argued Vastis was
creating more farmland to lower his
taxes, while the Crown has said the
land now looks more like a future golf
course.

One by one yesterday, Woloschuk
knocked down each of the defence’s
arguments.

He summarized the opinions of
numerous experts who said the cleared
land looked more like a future golf
course than farmland, for which it

* see SENTENCING on page A15




