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i . e W AR TR T potes Gl O N A smashed statue, shattered lamps
‘Y o s o e e " B8 iwork of vandals at Milton Evergreen
Cemetery.

Twice in a span of three days this
week, the Ontario Street resting place
has sutfered damage, said cemetery sec-
retary-treasurer Jim Strain.

And he has a message for the guilty
parties.

“Think about what you're doing.
Suppose this was your mother, brother
or father,” he urged.

Much of the damage was to chil-
dren’s gravesites, which makes the
damage seem all the more unthinkable,
he said.

“To have kids come and vandalize
L = ‘ 8 other kids' graves is beyond me.”

M. T'he problems started sometime

> & T S| before Saturday afternoon, when about
a dozen solar lamps were discovered
smashed, targeted by air guns, Strain
said.

Then, Tuesday morning, he noticed
vandals had taken a statue and smashed
an additional dozen or so lamps and
bent some shepherds’ rods from which
lamps and flower arrangements hang,
Strain said.

“They not only smashed the stulff,
they threw it all over the hill,” he said.

about $500.

Strain said the last incident of van-
dalism to this extent was six or seven
years ago.

“You always get people stealing
things (from the sites), but typically
, vandalism isn’t prevalent in Milton,” he

_ said.

The area along Sixteen Mile Creek,
which runs along the west side of the
cemetery, has long since attracted ques-
tionable behaviour, Strain said, adding
he’s found a lot of drug paraphernalia in
the area.

Det. Sgt. Peter Hodgson of Halton
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LOOKING FOR CLUES: Halton Regional Police Const. Melissa Parsons collects possible evidence to help track

a drug issue in this specific area, but
down the Evergreen Cemetery vandals.

added it's common with any park or
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The total value of the damage is

Regional Police said he wasn't aware of
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cemetery for alcohol or drugs to some-
times be consumed.

He confirmed that although vandal-
ism has occasionally occurred at
Evergreen Cemetery, it hasn’'t been to
this magnitude, and said officers will be
keeping a close eye on the area.

Theres a good chance police will
find the culprits, he said, because resi-
dents are outraged by this sort of crime
and usually come forward.

“We usually get a good response
from the community and hope that’ll be
the case here,” he said.

The cemetery board has been work-
ing hard in recent years to discourage
vandals. Two years ago, a lence was
installed from the creek to Ontario St.
South in an eflort to separate people
hanging out in the area from people vis-
iting their loved ones’ graves, Strain
said.

The fence is eight feet high, topped
with barbed wire. But vandals have cut
large holes into the fence twice, he said.

Other security options have been

explored by the board, like a surround-
e see POLICE on page A15
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