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ON BOARD: Toronto Police Sgt Larry Zimmerman (right) and Halton Regional Police Const. Andy Dennis are now at the helm of MADD

Halton-Peel.

Police officers head local MADD group

By Howard Mozel
SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

MADD (Mothers Against Drunk
Driving) Halton-Peel has received a
much-needed boost with the appoint-
ment of two police officers as president
and vice-president.

Toronto  Police  Sgt.  Larry
Zimmerman, a life-long Burlington res-
ident and a married father of five, now
heads up the agency. Halton Regional
Police Const. Andy Dennis, a married
tather of one also living in Burlington,
is his right hand.

Together, they've seen the impaired
driving issue from the streets to the
courtrooms and armed with this expe-
rience — some of it eye-opening, much
of it tragic — the chapter can't help but
benetit.

After all, MADD Halton-Peel has
been struggling against financial pres-
sures and a dearth of volunteers, and
has had ditficulty delivering all the pro-
grams and services that staff feel the
community deserves.

In short, it needs money and volun-
teers if its to survive as an effective
detense against the horrors of impaired
driving — not an easy task considering
the chapter serves two regions with a
combined population of roughly 1.6
million people.

As a result, both Zimmerman and
Dennis say that, in addition to continu-
ing to get the anti-drunk driving mes-
sage out to the public, their immediate
tocus will be on attracting board mem-
bers and volunteers plus raising funds
so the chapter can carry out its man-
date.

Both officers have simply seen too
much not to try: twisted wreckage,
shattered lives and a court system that
is often too lenient, considering the
horrific damage involved. Both men

have also heard every excuse in the
book and wish they could get across to
every driver that being drunk and
being impaired are not the same thing,
Both are chargeable offenses.

“No one thinks they're drunk, but
even if you don’t blow over 80, you can
still be impaired,” said Dennis, adding
that marijuana is another growing
problem atfecting the safe operation of
vehicles. “Thats a new one... that
makes reaction time slower.”

Another sore spot with Zimmerman
is that some judges don't take impaired
driving as seriously as they should,
especially when no one has been
injured and they see it as a “victimless
crime.”

Another area of concern involves
drivers in the 30 to 45 year old age
group — the worst offenders — who
don’t appear to be getting the message.

“Drinking is  social,” said
Zimmerman, who makes it clear that
MADD members are not prohibition-
ists. “Drunk driving is criminal.”

The sad part, said Dennis, is that
drunk driving is entirely preventable.
In the meantime, he explained, police
officers will continue to make the
dreaded knock on the door to tell fam-
ilies a loved one is either injured or
dead.

“That’s the hardest thing to do,” said
Dennis. “There’s no good way to do it.”

Both he and Zimmerman recall sto-
ries of attending collision scenes and
smelling the alcohol-tainted blood
amidst the crushed metal. They have
also attended autopsies of people who
are literally dead drunk and smelled the
booze.

“As soon as they cut the chest open,
boom,” said Dennis, who added that
one drink is too many if you plan on
driving.

Zimmerman was born in Hamilton,
but grew up in Burlington. (He attend-

ed Lord Elgin, now Robert Bateman.
High School.) He joined the Toronto
Police Service in 1986 and spent 12
years on patrol in Regent Park. His time
with the traffic unit — including his
work as a Level 3 reconstructionist —
really opened his eyes to the impacts of
drunk driving.

Zimmerman joined MADD Halton-
Peel in June 2005 after reading a story
in the local press about the agencys
dire need for board members and vol-
unteers. He hopes to bring all his expe-
rience — from police officers to victims
— to bear on impaired driving in the
regions.

Dennis is originally from Toronto
and joined that city’s police service in
1998. Atter a stint with 14 Division and
tratfic services — also earning his Level
2 reconstructionist designation — he
joined Halton Regional Police in 2002.

Dennis decided to join MADD last
year for several reasons: his wife’s
friend was killed by a drunk driver in
Calgary and in his role as police officer
he’s laid far too many drunk driving
and impaired charges — with no end in
sight.

“Complacency is a huge problem,”
he said, explaining that he and
Zimmerman volunteered for the execu-
tive positions with MADD and encour-
ages other community-minded individ-
uals to think likewise. “People have to
step up. Its a great organization.”

Also welcome are high school stu-
dents who can apply time spent with
MADD to their community service
hours.

For more information or to volun-
teer, contact MADD Halton-Peel at
(905) 844-0096 or e-mail info@mad-
dhalton.ca. or visit the chapters Web
site at www.maddhalton.ca. Or drop by
the MADD office at 466 Speers Rd..
suite 5B, in Oakville Monday through
Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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If you have any questions these
professionals can answer, please write to:

"Ask The Professionals"
c/o The Canadian Champion
875 Main Street E.
Milton, Ontario L9T 373
or Fax to: 878-4943

FAMILY COSMETIC IMPLANTS ORAL SURGERY

Dr. Mark Cross, Dr. Tony Wan

Dr. Jamie Levitz ORAL SURGEON

1 Dr. Tony Wan 905 876 1188 ?ﬁ? f;':f:!
B3.3¢., D.D.S. www.towne 9AM - 3PM
Preventive Dentistry For Children

0 What is preventive dentistry?

1- A. Preventive dentistry for children includes: brushing, dental development, floss- H.
o ing, fluorides, oral habits, orthodontics, parental involvement, proper diet, sealants §
4 and sports safety.

Q: Why is preventive dentistry important?

*4 A: Preventive dentistry means a healthy smile for your child. Children with healthy
§ mouths chew more easily and gain more nutrients from the foods they eat. They
i learn to speak more quickly and clearly. They have a better chance of general | .
health, because disease in the mouth can endanger the rest of the body. A healthy §
4 mouth is more attractive, giving children confidence in their appearance. Finally, |
«f Preventive dentistry means less extensive, and less expensive, treatment for your
4 child.

Q: When should preventive dentistry start?

§ A: Preventive dentistry begins with the first tooth. Visit your dentist when the first |
tooth comes in. You will learn how to protect your infant's dental health. The ear- §
lier the dental visit, the better the chance of preventing dental disease and helping
your child belong to the cavity-free generation.

4 O: What role do parents play in prevention?

A: After evaluating your child's dental health, your dentist will design a personal-
3§ 1zed program of home care for your child. This program will include brushing and

flossing instructions, and if necessary, fluoride recommendations. By following
3l these directions, you can help give your child a lifetime of healthy habits.

4 0: How do dentists help preveni dental problems?

A: Tooth cleaning and polishing and fluoride treatments are all part of your child's
prevention program. But there's much more. For example, your dentist can apply
i sealants to protect your child from tooth decay, help you select a mouth guard to
S prevent sports injuries to the face and teeth, and provide early diagnosis and care §
4 of orthodontic problems.
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This is our first article in “Ask the Professionals” and |
choose this time to introduce our Company and our Services.

Serving the Milton area for over 28 years we have grown into
one of Canada’s leading paving companies. We know how
important the exterior look of your property is to the overall
impression of your home. Your team of courteous, profes-
sional and experienced employees enable us to enhance the
curb appeal of your home but also increase the value.

Our goal is to provide quality workmanship, ensuring an
esthetically pleasing result which will stand the test of time.
Whether you require residential or commercial asphalt
paving, new walkways, or curbs, an interlocking brick patio
or driveway, or a decorative block retaining wall, our on-site
estimators and experienced crews can turn your vision into
reality. Using only high quality materials and state of the art
equipment allows us to offer one of the best warranties in the
business.

While serving southern Ontario for almost three decades our

clientele includes the Region of Halton, General Motors
i Corporation, the cities of Mississauga and Toronto and some
o] of the best urban, rural and farm addresses in Ontario.
4 Whether you require large industrial, commercial or rural

applications or a private driveway or tennis court, we will
® complete the job in a timely, courteous and professional
4 manner.

We look forward to serving you. If you have any questions

related to asphalt paving, interlocking stone, concrete.
g stamped concrete, and exposed aggregate, please feel free to
i ask us.

, Visit our website at www.crownpaving.com
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