Resident urges Town to halt
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By Melanie Hennessey
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

A local resident is calling on
Milton council to stop all devel-
opment on lands near the
Niagara Escarpment.

At-its meeting last week,
council heard from citizen
activist Bob Beyette, who urged
councillors: to vote against any
housing that could be built on
the escarpment “shadow lands.”

“Not only will this develop-
ment cause the loss of even
more produce-growing farm-
land, precious green space and
water source filtration, it will
also destroy the habitat and
teeding areas of local wildlife
that migrate back and forth to
the sheltered woodland areas of
the escarpment,” he said.

‘Belore paving over these
parcels of land, why not consid-
er turning them into green space
— heavily-treed, fresh air and
water-flowing parkland that can
add much value to our Niagara
Escarpment and to our lives too,
rather than take away from
them.”

His request came on the
heels of several subdivision pro-
posals for west Milton that, if
approved, would bring almost
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3,000 homes to the
Road/First Line area.

Wards 2 and 4 Councillor
Ron Furik asked Beyette how
much money he would want the
lown to spend to fight this
development at the Ontario
Municipal Board.

Beyette told him he doesn't
know what value place on
greenspace.

| do appreciate that it might
cost money (at the OMB),” he
said. “But 1 think we need to
change the way we think about
valuable greenspace.”

He noted the funds don’t nec-
essarily have to be tax dollars
and that he would be willing to
pitch in money to cover OMB
COSLS.

Ward 3 Councillor Jan
Mowbray questioned why
Beyette didn’t come forward and
speak at the public meetings the
Town’s administration and plan-
ning committee held February
20 on the potential develop-
ments.

She noted those sessions pro-
vided an opportunity for resi-
dents to have their thoughts put
on the public record.

“Thats what part-of the
whole planning process is,”
Mowbray said.
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Beyette, who did attend the
public meetings, said he
would've liked to speak then,
but didn’t feel well. so he chose
not to at the time.

Local residents  Tracey
Demaline and Angela Michieli
also raised their growth con-
cerns with council at the meet-
ing — more specifically how the
Milton District Hospital will
handle the extra population
down the road if it doesn't get
more beds.

Ward 3 Councillor Cindy
Lunau said the ht}%plldl does
have a full expansion plan in
place, but it still needs approval
from the Province.

Beyette then took the stage
again and suggested if the
Province is holding something
back when it comes to approv-
ing the hospital expansion, then
the Town should do the same
thing and disallow the popula-
tion growth the Province wants.

No decisions on the pro-
posed subdivisions were made
at last week’s meeting, since staff
has yet to come back with rec-
ommendations on whether they
should be approved or denied.

Melanie Hennessey can be
reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.
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Wed., March 15th 2:00pm - 5:00pm

WAL*MART

1280 Steeles Avenue W.,
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Look for our
INCREDIBLE
Big One flyer
in today’s
paper!

(Only in selected areas)

Big Screen Television!
When you purchase and keep
the Soh Loveseat & Chulr
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LOVESEAT: $979.00
CHAIR: $899.00
OTTOMAN: $249.00

PLUSH-S/L/C/O
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Brown Chenille Sofa
PLUS
Do Not Pay
MlSSlssauga S, MlSSlssauga N.
1607 Dundas St. E. #2, 9800 McLaughlin Road

99 for 15 Months
905-629-2900 905-502-7500

www.thebrick.com  Byrlin gton @ by =GB 0utof town call
( 2120000 QEW & Walker's Line <4 FUr1I-£GS?!;anE71'I-EEBELE|}('Gu|

*See in store for complete details.

Shor online at www.thebrick.com

I*I Proudly Canadian

See store for details. ™ Offer valld March 10 to 12, 2006 Before taxes.

Saturday . ..... . . . 8:00am - 5: 00pm |

The How-To People
700 Main Street East, Milton Store Hours
RONA 905 878 8171 Monday - Friday . 1:30am - 8:00pm
Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm |
MILTON LOCATION ONLY.
Canada’s very own home improvement and building professionals




