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Council changes its mind on condo development
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The decision that the Town isn'
going to defend its denial of the five
tour-storey buildings — which Maple
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construct at the northeast corner olf
Maple Avenue and Main Street — at the
March 20 OMB hearing was made after
an ‘in-camera’, or closed-door, discus-
sion late last year.

Staft was then directed to negotiate a
settlement that addresses site plan
issues with the developer, which
Director of Planning and Development
Mel lovio said it did.

“We brought back what we found
was a reasonable settlement,” he said,
noting it was presented to council in
January during its in-camera session.

Then, residents who live around the
proposed site were informed of the set-
tlement details at a meeting the Town
held with them February 15.

For area resident Tracey Demaline,
who attended the session, the settle-
ment came as shocking news.

“We were hit with a bombshell,” he
said, noting he and his neighbours
thought the meeting was being held to
discuss how the Town was going to
defend its August 29 denial of the con-
dominiums.

“We were all kind of dumbfound-

ed.

Now, the group of residents, which
has opposed its condominiums all
along, is taking their fight to the OMB,
since the Town will no longer be there
to take a position against the develop-
ment.

“We've been scrambling since we
found out,” said Demaline. “We're try-
ing to gather whatever funds we can to
go to the OMB.”

The terms of the settlement reached
between the Town and developer
involve several changes to the plans for
the property, such as setting the condo-
minium buildings farther back from the
homes on Roper Drive and construct-
ing and landscaping berms to further
block the view of the development from
neighbouring residents.

Town solicitor Hal Watson said the
Town looked to get the best possible
development it could while having as
little impact on the surrounding homes
as possible.

He explained that although a settle-
ment has been reached, the matter still
has to go to the OMB for a final deci-
sion because the Town originally
denied the zoning bylaw amendment
necessary for the development to pro-
ceed.

“Just because the Town reached a
resolution doesn’t mean anything,” he
said.

Watson explained now it’s up to the
developer to convince the board the
condominiums are in the public inter-
est and conform with the Town’s

Ofticial Plan and the Province’s policies.
*» see TOWN on page A7
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go! That's all
there is to it!
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