= o, e

L L e T P

D s e R,
. - . o e g

;‘;;i*}- wicialie aﬂilﬁisﬂ't,;"}ﬁj{ﬁ

CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

A proposed provincial bill designed to provide for an inte-
grated healthcare system came under fire at the Region
recently:.

The legislation that would give power to the Local Health
Integration Networks (LHINs) the Ministry of Health and
Long-Term Care recently established was discussed and crit-
icized at the health and social services committee meeting.

LHINs are described as community-based organizations
with a mandate to plan, co-ordinate, integrate, manage and
tund health care at the local level.

Within Halton, there are two LHINs — the Halton-
Mississauga LHIN that includes Halton Hills, Milton and
Oakville, and the Hamilton-Niagara-Haldimand-Brant LHIN
that encompasses Burlington.

Burlington Councillor Rick Craven dubbed the whole
LHIN issue as “silly,” noting Halton already has a regional
council that delivers services on a regional level.

“The real issue here is they're setting up a system that’s not
elected, not accountable and doesn't need to consult with us
In any way,” he said.

Regional Chairman Joyce Savoline noted that she’s disap-
pointed in the kind of process that’s been followed for some-
thing “well meaning” like the LHINS.

She noted there was no analysis done on best practices
tollowed already in areas across Ontario. “No one cared to
know how a good system worked,” she said. “I'm truly dis-
appointed in the way all of this has rolled out.”

A stalf report to the committee outlined what the LHINs
will be responsible for, including:

* Making the health-care system more sustainable.

* Bringing economic efficiencies to the delivery of health
Services.

» Planning for local health service delivery needs.

* Engaging the community in planning and setting up
priorities.

* Developing strategies and co-operating with health
service providers.

The LHINSs will be responsible for funding and overseeing
a variety ol health-care service providers, including hospitals,
psychiatric facilities, municipalities that maintain homes for
the aged, nursing homes and community health centres.

[t will not fund individual practitioners or Family Health
Teams, ambulance services, laboratories, provincial pro-
grams, independent health facilities or public health depart-
ments. In Halton, this means that the Region’s long-term
care, supportive housing and adult day programs will fall
under LHIN jurisdiction, along with the North Halton

- Mental Health Clinic.

Melanie Hennessey can be reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.

* see related story on page Al2

Here's your
opportunity to
save lives.

Milton Blood Donor Clinic

Milton Sports Centre
605 Santa Maria Blvd.

Saturday, February 25th
9am - 1pm

Call 1 888 2 DONATE

for more information
or to book an appointment.

bloodservices.ca
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' Proposed LHINS criticized by Regional commlttee
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STRONG OPPOSITION: CUPE Local 815 members stage a noon- hour information picket line Tuesday out front of the hospital in

opposition to the proposed LHINSs.

THE NAME OF THE GAME IS FUN.

Let the good times roll at Slots at Mohawk Racetrack! With more than 200 new games
and over 850 slot machines in total, the fun is always right at your fingertips. Plus, enjoy
great live entertainment every Friday and Saturday night. As always Slots at Mohawk
Racetrack features free parking, shuttle service and a complimentary coat check — we’ve
got everything covered. Put some excitement in your life at Slots at Mohawk Racetrack!

Slots at Mohawk Racetrack
9430 Guelph Line, Campbellville, ON
(905) 854-4053 e 1-800-732-2230

Mon - Wed 9 am - 3 am, Thurs - Sun 24 hours

Mohawk
Know your limit, www.OLGC .ca : RACE TRACK .
play within it! For more information .
The Ontario Problem visit the Winner's Circle :
Gambling Helpline pour renseignements
| 888 230-3505 en francais. Must be 19 years of age or older.




