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Have a happy holiday ¢ our Readers Wri

With only a few days remaining betfore
most of us settle into holiday mode, we
would like to take this opportunity to offer
Milton residents our heartfelt wish for a
happy and safe celebration shared with
family and friends.

We would especially like to ofter our
dCCpCHl thanks to all the residents who gen-
erously contributed to The Champion’s
Salvation Army Chrnistmas Bureau Fund,
which, at press time, was up to $19,898.68.

Each year we wonder 1if residents might
be growing weary of being asked to help
the less fortunate and, every year, residents
demonstrate to us that the level of caring in
this town has virtually no limit.

We would also like to extend a holhiday
greeting to the many other agencies and
organizations that help Milton residents in
their time of need.

We hope the spirit of the season has
resulted in an abundance of donations to
help keep these vital services operating
through the holidays and well into 2006.

We would be remiss not to mention that
some agencies such as the Salvation Army

find this time of year a particular challenge
because much of their donor base 1s caught
up in the excitement of the holidays. We all
should remember that the homeless, the
hungry and others who are struggling just
to survive another day don't get a hohiday
from their personal phight.

To all the emergency services personnel
— ancluding paramedics, firefighters,
police officers and hospital staff — who are
at the ready should any of us require their
assistance, we hope the holidays remain as
uneventful as possible.

And we hope that local candidates in the
upcoming January 23 federal election
might absorb some of the holiday goodwill

and see their way beyond the easy route of

insulting and degrading their opponents as
they try to earn a seat in Ottawa. We would
prefer to see them take the road less trav-
elled — the one that leads to issues that
actually directly impact every Canadian,
such as the future of accessible health care
In our great nation.

Once again, to all our readers, we offer
our warmest wishes for the holhidays.
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Dear Editor:

In a federal election campaign
story in the December 6 Champion,
MP Gary Carr said that he’s proud
of Paul Martin’s handling of the
sponsorship scandal, stating, “He
didn’t sweep it under the rug.”

What neither Mr. Carr nor Mr.
Martin  have credibly
addressed, in my opinion, 1S just
what the prime minister was doing

CVCrI

during the years when millions of

taxpayers’ dollars were
squandered 1n Quebec?

Throughout the scandal, Mr.
Martin was Canada’s finance minis-
ter. He held the most powerful posi-
tion in the cabinet, where he was
ultimately responsible for virtually
all government spending,
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Quebec, Mr. Martin spent years
engaged 1in a not-so-behind-the-
scenes campaign to replace Jean
Chrétien.

To think that during this time Mr.
Martin was unaware of the activi-
ties of the Liberal party in Quebec
strains all credibility.

[f he was unaware of what was
going on, 1t could only have been
through willtul blindness or utter
incompetence. These are hardly the
traits a nation looks for in a leader.

Mr. Carr also talks about opposi-
tion politicians pursuing their own
personal agendas because their own
"political interests are more impor-
tant.” However, | believe 1t's Mr.
Martin who's the master ot placing
his political interests above all else.

Witness the first two weeks of

MP’s view on sponsorship scandal questionable

this election campaign, where Mr.
Martin has proposed a ban on hand-
guns — which are already restricted
in Canada to the point of being vir-
tually impossible to acquire — and
blasted the United States for failing
to sign the Kyoto Accord, despite
the fact that Canada hasn’t imple-
mented a plan to reach its own
Kyoto targets and most non-parti-
san commentators give the U.S.
stronger marks than Canada for
reducing its greenhouse gas emis-
S10NS.

As this election campaign unfolds
over the next few weeks, perhaps
Mr. Carr should be wary about
throwing stones out of the Liberals’
glass house.

Daryl Baswick
First Line

Ode to Joyce: a fond farewell to a great leader

While Regional Chairman Joyce Savoline’s
announcement last week that she won’t be seek-
iIng re-election next year left her fellow council
members and colleagues with long faces, I'll
admit it got to me a bit too.

Although we’re supposed to remain impartial
on the news that we cover, sometimes you just
can’t help but be affected by what you're report-
Ing.

As a Halton resident, I felt saddened at the
thought of Joyce not being my representative
anymore. | don’t think we could’ve asked for a
better ambassador than her.

No matter what the issue — whether it’s keep-
ing other municipalities’ waste out of Halton's
landfill or the Region’s budget — Joyce has
always staunchly defended the best interests of
the residents she represents.

[ also have great respect for the way Joyce han-

dles the media. She ensures that she gives me the
time | need for interviews and 1s particularly
quick to return a call when I'm on deadline.

She made a lasting impression on me at one of

the first events I covered as a regional council
reporter — an open house on Halton’s strategic
plan.

Going to the event, I was nervous, and hoped
that all the details of the plan would be fairly
comprehensive.

But I had questions, and Joyce more than
answered them. She took the time to speak with
me at length about the strategic plan, its history
and 1ts fine details. Mixed into that were also her
trademark glowing remarks about what makes
the plan so great.

Another thing that’s always impressed me is
since day one, Joyce has always remembered my
name. | can only imagine the thousands of people
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the busy woman must know, and | suspect she
makes a point of keeping track of everyone’s
names that she meets.

[ think that speaks to what Milton Councillor
Barry Lee pointed out about Joyce in an inter-
view last week — she pays attention to every sin-
gle resident 1n the region, whether they're in the
rural or urban area.

A co-worker mentioned something to me that
also sets Joyce apart from the crowd — in her
entire time as chairman, she’s received little to no
public criticism from residents or her colleagues,
which 1s highly unusual for an elected person.

| think this speaks volumes to the great amount
of respect everyone has for her and what she
stands for.

“Respectful and classy” were the words Halton
CAO Brent Marshall used to describe the fashion
in which Joyce announced her decision not to
seek re-election.

By giving a good !1 months’ notice, she has
given her successor ample time to prepare for the
huge undertaking of being the next regional
chairman.

So, farewell Joyce. You'll truly be missed by
colleagues, residents and members of the media.




