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By STEPHANIE

Outside. 1t was 2 wonderland.

, and Victoria
Park looked every bit as magical as it

winter
1The snow fell as if on cue

usually does December 25.

But inside the Kocher home across the
street, 1t was
Christmas.

Sure.
few

anything but a normal
there was a Christmas tree and a
decorations inside the Victorian
Mary Street residence, but for a
I]HI'H‘iLl”} bedecked hH“LILI} decor
Including often five or six trees the
surroundings seemed rather plain.
Fortunately, the happiness on the faces

|]tl]11L‘

of the couple inside brightened up the
rooms and seemed to swallow up whatev-
er might have been lacking.

After a fire had ripped through their

beloved historical home nine months ear-

lier, Caroline and Andrew Kocher had
finally returned just 1n time for
Christmas. Most of their stored decora-

tions had been reduced to ashes, explain-
Ing the simpler décor, but the couple
made do.

“The joy of being at home was the pri-
ority, and having family
around to celebrate the
Ms Kocher said.

As the holiday season approaches once
again, Ms Kocher can’t help but remem-
ber that special Christmas two years ago
in their newly re-built home.

This Christmas,

friends

t't.‘_%li‘sr..‘ HL‘HHUIL”

and

she said she’s looking

forward to throwing open the doors of the

home and welcoming the community as
one of the stops on the United Way’'s
Christmas House Tour — just as she did

1 2001, betore the fire.

[ts seems many townsfolk are interest-
ed 1n getting a peek inside.

Christy Babcock, volunteer chair of the
house tour, said it’s partly because of the
community that the house 1s once again
being included in the tour.

“The United Way ot Milton received
many requests that the new Kocher resi-
included as part of the
Christmas House Tour,” “Many

dence be

she said.

Milton residents who have expressed an
Interest in seeing how this beautiful home
has been reconstructed will now have the
opportunity.
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Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

Participants of the United Way’s Christmas House Tour will get a look inside
this reconstructed historic home on Mary Street.

Although the Friday and Saturday limo
bus tours are sold out, tickets are still
available for Saturday’s self-directed
tour, which runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tickets cost $25 each.

TI'he Kochers purchased the house in

1998, It had been built in 1888 for Hugh

Campbell, a justice of the peace.

Ms Kocher said as soon as she set foot
In the historical home, she knew she was
meant to live in it.

“It was the home | had always been
looking for.”

March 7,

But on 2003, Mr.

K« cher

back on tour

Ms Kocher recounted.
She was 1n Florida at the time.

filling the house,

Ms Kocher said her husband knew he
couldn’t get down the stairs to the door,
SO he crawled out the window onto the
roof and started yelling for someone to
call 911.

He jumped from the roof,
nately
Injuries.

and fortu-
sustained no life-threatening

When Ms Kocher received the news, all
she cared about was that her husband was
safe, she said.

“1 thought, at least I can hear his voice.
He's alive, we can deal with everything
else later.”

It was devastating, though, to lose so
many personal possessions like col-
lectibles, mementoes from their wedding
and photos, she said.

The fire had been caused by electrical
problems in the basement. Flames had
torn through most of the front part of the
house, but the rest had suffered smoke
damage, Ms Kocher said.

The couple was told the house would

* see OLD on page A25

Volunteers to have their say at event

L.ocal volunteers will have a chance to
share their thoughts on volunteerism at
upcoming community dialogues hosted by
the Regional Chairman’s
Roundtable.

The events, which will take place this
Saturday as well as December 1 1n Milton,

are part of a series of dialogues being held

C'itizens’

across the region that will gather the per-
spectives of diverse stakeholders from the
non-profit community.

“As one of the three pillars of society
alongside government and private enter-
prise, the non-profit and voluntary sector 1s

essential to the health and well-being of
any community,”
Joyce Savoline.

said Regional Chairman

“However, over the past several years, 1t
has become increasingly clear that many
non-profit organizations are real
challenges around personnel shortages and

lacing

raising the necessary tunds to deliver their

Citizens
Roundtable community dialogues give the

programs and services. The
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community the opportunity to share their
experiences to aid in the development of
recommendations to support Halton’s val-
ued voluntary sector.”

Ms Savoline convened the roundtable
group to engage the community on the
challenges ftacing Halton’s non-profit and
voluntary orgamizations regarding funding
and diminishing resources.

It was established 1n direct response to a
recommendation from the ‘Funding
Matters: A Warning and an Opportunity’

symposium, which was hosted by
Community Development Halton in
November 2003.

The roundtable, which i1s made up of key
contributors to the Halton community.
began meeting 1n June 2005 to develop a
work plan to look at the infrastructure
needed to support Halton’s non-profit
agencies.

[t'1l also look at the funding system and
structure that exists i Halton and the
importance and impact of the non-profit
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sector to Halton’s economy and quality of
life.

The dialogues on volunteerism will be
held at the Milton Seniors” Activity Centre
Saturday and the Halton Region Museum
December 1, both from 9:30 to 11 a.m.

Volunteers interested in contributing
their thoughts and ideas on volunteering in
Halton are encouraged to contact (905)
825-6000, ext. 7901, to reserve a spot.

Additional dialogue sessions examining
other aspects of the initiative will be
announced next year.

The results of the community dialogues
will form part of a background document
for a community forum to be held in the
spring.

T'he torum will be an opportunity for the
broader community to collaborate on rec-
ommendations and strategies to sustain the
valuable contribution of Halton’s non-
profit and voluntary organizations.

A report to regional council on the topic
1s expected in September 2006.
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