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By STEPHANIE THIESSEN
The Champion

hen residents of
Hawthorne Village
noticed a dog being
housed 1n a crate in a garage, they
began to worry there was a case of
animal neglect on their street.

What other explanation could there be”
So they reported the incident to the
Humane Society. It wasn’t long before a
couple of animal control ofticers arrived at
the Beaty Trail home to investigate.

Const. Darrell Moores and his wite,
Nathalie, answered thie door and explained
the situation. This wasn’t the first time
there had been some concern over their
four-and-a-half-month-old German shep-
herd, Riva. The time before, it had been the
dog’s overnight barking that had irked
some of the neighbours.

Const. Moores didn’t blame the nearby
residents. How could they know Riva was
a police dog-in-training’

Tired of the :‘m.m;lnwcplmm. Const.
Moores decided to send out a letter
explaining Riva’s unique job to his neigh-
bours, and now attitudes are much triend-
ier, he said. People now understand that
hecause of the nature of Riva’s future job,
she can’t be treated like a pet.

“With a police dog, you want them to
have a bit of an edge to them. You dont
want to coddle them,” Const. Moores said,
explaining the training helps bring out their
“prey drnive.

Const. Moores 1s part of the emergency
response team of the RCMP's Toronto
detachment. One day, if all goes well, Riva
— pronounced Ree-vah — will be a police
dog, working in such areas as criminal
apprehension, tracking and article search-
ing. She may even search for drugs and
explosives.

Along with Ms Moores, also a member
of the RCMP, Const. Moores 1S raising
Riva for the first year of her life, getting
her ready for the more formalized portion
of her training, which will be done 1n
Alberta at the RCMP’s main police dog
training centre. They got her when she was
eight weeks old.

“It’s not a nine to five job,” Const.
Moores said, explaining she goes to work
with him every day; the police detachment
has a kennel.

Riva weighs about 42 pounds now and
will be about 65 by the time she’s fully
grown..One of the reasons she stays out-
side overnight is it makes her coat develop
quicker. When people began complaining
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about Riva’s barking, the Moores put her
In the garage because they didn't want to
bring her right inside.

In the letter, Const. Moores asked resi-
dents to remember that whenever Riva's
out of her kennel in the backyard or crate
in the garage, she's n training.

“Feel tree to stop, say "hi and ask ques-
tions if vou see us walking around, but
please don’t pet her,” he advised.

As for the barking, they're continuing to
work on i1t, Const. Moores said, adding
she’s a dog just hike any other.

After Const. Moores goes through this
process with one more German shepherd,
he said he’ll be eligible to train for the
RCMP’s Police Dog Services and become
a dog handler.

Going through this “imprinter’s course

what the RCMP calls raising a police
dog for 1ts first year or so — 18 one of the
qualifications of an officer wanting to be
part of the dog service, Const. Moores said.

“Everyone who's a dog handler has to be
an imprinter as well,” he explamed.

As the dogs are trained, those not suit

able for life as a police canine are weeded

out. Similarly, the otticers who don 't enjoy
working with dogs as much as they
thought they would are also weeded out.

The RCMP's th‘r;:: Service HHHIL'i;l”} CAamnmc
into existence in Alberta in 1935, German
shepherds are used for their versatility,
strength and courage. Plus, their heavy
coats allow them to work n extreme tem-
peratures.

Const. Moores said he first became inter-
ested in working with police dogs after
helping train a dog belonging to an officer
in his detachment.

The bond between dog and man doesn 't
take long to form, he said, and Riva has a
definite personality already. She’s playtul
and has no fear of people.

Although she’s been introduced to the
Moores’ pet chocolate lab, interaction 1sn 't
encouraged, Const. Moores said. She does-
n't mix much with the neighbourhood
dogs, either. “Sometimes people get a hittle
offended because everyone wants their
dogs to play together,” Const. Moores said.

So far, it seems Riva has what 1t takes to
become a police dog.

“She has an excellent nose. Her tracking
and article searching are pretty good,”
Const. Moores said.

[t’]] be a sad day when he has to give up
Riva, Const. Moores said.

“They say the first one 1s the hardest to
let ¢o,” he said, adding, “You've got to
remember it’s for the greater good.”

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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