Real Estate

| Yage Al7

| SPORTS N\

i Fage AD

Corner of ONTARIO & STEELES

P Wt CARRY
@ PARA SS==——
P A I N 7 & m
462 Steeles Ave. E.
905-876-0774

* Mon - Wed 7:30am - 6:00pm
* Thurs - Fri 7:30am - 7:00pm
e Sat - 10:00am - 5:00pm

e —————— e e o

A METROLAND COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER VOL. 146 NO. 63

—— . =

The Canavian

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2005 S 00 {GST included)

COMMUNITY

FExchanage students

~</LIBERTY

) CA%H
\ CASH ADVANCES

ASSISTING YOU WITH YOUR
SHORT - TERM FINANCIAL NEEDS

905.693.0413

327 Bronte St. S., Milton

40 PAGES

“Using Communication to Build Better Communities”

Little support for assisted suicide bill

By MELANIE CUMMINGS
Special to The Champion

A private member’s bill to legalize
assisted suicide garnered little support
during a public meeting organized by
Halton MP Gary Carr Saturday.

Mr. Carr has a notepad full of strong opinions
oleaned from the 35 people who attended the
meeting at the Milton Leisure Centre.

He assured the group that their concerns would
be conveyed in Ottawa where debate on the con-
tentious subject heads into second reading.

According to Halton Pro-Life executive director

Joanne Matters, “there is no such thing as an

assisted suicide bill with safeguards. It is always

about killing another human.”
Bill C-407 rewrites two parts of the Criminal
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Code in which assisted suicide 1s currently catego-
rized as homicide.
The bill allows a medical practitioner or provin-

cially-licensed health practitioner to assist people

suffering with a terminal iliness.

[t requires that the 1ll person:

o express twice their free will to die more than 10
days apart to a medical practitioner or the person
designated in writing to assist in the death.

 has no prospect of reliet after trying appropri-
ate treatments or refusing those that haven't been
tried.

* name, in writing, before two impartial witness-
es the person designated to aid in the death.

The bill also requires the person who assists in
the suicide:

e to be a medical practitioner, provincially-
licensed health care practitioner, or a person assist-
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ed by either one.

e have confirmation of the diagnosis from two
medical practitioners.

e act in a manner indicated by the person who
wishes to die.

e provide the coroner with a copy of the confir-
mation of the diagnosis.

According to Ms Matters, there are far too many
“olaring loopholes”
these stipulations as safeguards.

“You can’t legalize a little bit of killing tor those
who ask to be killed. Eventually 1t will include
those who don’t ask. History speaks for itself. This
is not a civilized way for Canadians to live,” said
Ms Matters.

Marcel Zwolman, a paramedic who's against the
bill, said more resources should be put toward pal-

- see BILL on page A4
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in the bill to even consider
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Taylor
Smith (right)
of the Milton
School of Jiu
Jitsu delivers
a punch to the
head of Isaiah
Padmore of
Hamilton dur-
ing their yel-
low belt
match at
Sunday’s jiu
jitsu tourna-
ment in
Milton. Isaiah
went on to win
the bout. See
Friday's
Champion for
more photos
and resuits.
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