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T'he Halton District Schoel Board and Burlington Transit have
partnered on a unique education program to illustrate the IMpor-
tance of transit and how it can solidify and enhance the econom-

IC, environmental and social health of a municipality.

Recognizing that young people are a key to ensuring the future
success of transit, beaming board/City transit officials and politi-

cians unveiled Wednesday afternoon the new program called

Beyond Tomorrow.

Aimed at grade 7 to 9 geography students, and grade 11 mar-

keting students, the program was lauded as an effective way to get

young people to think constructively about how a community is
developed, and the role transit has, and should have. in ensuring a

municipality is strong and viable.
Burlington Transit first proposed the concept eight months ago,

and through consultation with Halton board staft, 1t meets cur-

riculum requirements of the Ontario Ministry of Education.

Beyond Tomorrow, which will include guest speakers and field

trips, will become part of a semester's learning.

Donna Clegg, the City's director of traffic and transit. told the
crowd that students would study a number of concepts when it
comes to the design and construction of a municipality. Those con-
cepts will include examining land-sue patterns and transportation

ISSues.

For example, in the academic portion of grade 9 geography, stu-
dents focus on air quality, urban sprawl and issues facing the C Ity's

ambitious waterfront project.

“Burlington Transit has long been committed to raising the
awareness about the value of public transit among various audi-

ences in the community, including the all-important youth sector,”
she said.

“We recognized the value of creating a program that enables
young people to learn about the community, experience their com-

munity first hand, and then contribute to the community.”

After the meeting, Ms Clegg said the program's cost was basi-
cally staff time.

She said it's crucial to get the message out to young people about
the benefits of transit, and this program is one step toward doing
that.

Gary Sadler, superintendent of education for the Halton public
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Nia combines classic movement forms
from the martial arts, the healing arts,
(including yoga) and dance. It is a
barefoot cardiovascular program that
uses whole-body movement rather
than repetitive jogging or lifting.

Studio Harmonia

taste of Nia”
free one hour information sessions.

Take off your shoes and join the teachers in the
“‘Barefoot Dance Sensation”
that's storming the nation!

Call Darcel de Sylva (certified Nia White Belt)
for more details - Classes start soon!

(416) 254-8454

aarcel.desylva@sympatico.ca
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board, told the crowd that the board has been approached by
numerous agencies from across Ontario with requests that their
program be taught in schools.

He said 1t's a detailed process to get outside programs taught in
schools. A number of elements must be addressed including

whether it meets ministry education standards and if it's age-
appropriate.

Iransit officials, he said, approached the board and they

collaboratively worked on establishing the program.

“It's good education for kids in Halton,” he said. “I'm confident
our kids are going to benefit from it.”

T'he program would appear timely in light of recent gas price

Increases that many o1 dlhil}xh suggest could remain hlgh for
some time.

Also, tederal and provincial governments have recently been
carmarking millions of dollars for municipalities to enhance their
transit systems, with the goal of getting people out of SMOgZ-Caus-
Ing vehicles and into buses.

T'he rationale is rather than having one or two people 1n a vehi-
cle driving to work, a few dozen people can travel in a single vehi-
cle — a bus.

Burlington Mayor Rob Maclssac said that transit just isn't some-
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Nia is Spirited,
joyful

and adaptable to
every level of
fitness!

at one of our

Saturday October 1, 2005
Noon, 1pm or 2pm
Inner Sanctum, Yoga Studio
400 Main St. Suite 208
(M&M'’s Plaza)
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“(lransit) 1s an integral part of the community's fabric,” he said.

After the meeting, Mr. Maclsaac said transit shouldn't be viewed
just as a cheaper form of getting around a city, but “as a viable
transportation alternative.

“Beyond Tomorrow will help these kids grow into civic-minded
citizens.”
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