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Judge refuses to throw out
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By STEPHANIE THIESSEN

I'he Champion

Once again, a justice of the peace
has rejected a motion for charges to
be dropped in a high-profile tree-
cutting case resulting from the
clearing of trees on the
Milton/Oakville border.

Defence lawyer David Crocker’s
argument was the case had been
before the court for too long — just
over two years — denying his
client’s right to a trial within a rea-
sonable period of time.

But Justice of the Peace Jerry
Woloschuk didn’t buy it at the day-
long court appearance at Ontario
Provincial Offences Court in
Burlington Friday.

Subtracting delays attributable to
the defence, including a vacation
taken by the defendant, Justice
Woloschuk said he found the
“institutimal delay” to be about 10

» 11 months, not the almost 20
mnnthx previously suggested by
Mr. Crocker after taking into
account their delays.

“Ten to 11 months is a long time,
but it’s within a (reasonable) time
frame due to the complexity (of the
case) and change of council,” he
said, referring to Mr. Crocker s tak-
ing over the case from another
lawyer in late 2003.

He added a lack of justices of the
peace 1n the area, specifically in
Halton, has definitely added to the
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‘““Ten to 11 months is

a long time, but it’s
within a (reasonable)
time frame due to the

complexity (of the
case) and change of
council.”
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

JERRY WOLOSCHUK
R AR S U SRR T

length of the trial, with limited
court time available.

At the previous court appearance
September 19, Mr. Crocker argued
his client, Burlington resident
George Vastis, had suffered per-

sonal prejudice due to the length of

the tnal.

Mr. Crocker filed a Charter
motion requesting the 22 tree cut-
ting charges against Mr. Vastis be
stayed due to alleged late disclo-
sure by the Crown and “institution-
al limitations.”

Since there were also 22 identi-
cal charges against a numbered
company of which Mr. Vastis is
president, the trial would’ve con-
tinued even if half the charges had
been ordered dropped.
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Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

7 days a week!

and Delicatessen

SPECIALS IN EFFECT FROM TUES. SEPTEMBER 27TH
TO MONDAY OCTOBER 3RD, 2005. WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

327 Bronte Street S. * White Oaks Plaza
905-875-0303
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T'his 1s the second time this year
Mr. Crocker has requested that
charges be thrown out. In January,
he served a motion requesting a

stay of proceedings, citing a lack of

disclosure by the Crown. It was
rejected in May.

Mr. Vastis was present for just a
short time Friday, leaving after he
was excused to be with his mother,
who suffered a stroke the night
before.

Mr. Vastis had testified at his pre-
vious appearance that the case had
taken a toll on his physical and
mental health, and had destroyed
some personal relationships as a
result of the many media reports.

But Justice Woloschuk said there
was no proof Mr. Vastis’s personal
and health problems resulted
specifically from the delay in the
trial and not the case in general,
despite his passionate account from
the witness stand.

“There’s little credibility that all

his aillments are due to the length of

the trial,” Justice Woloschuk said.,
adding, “The court has little control
over what the media reports.”

A letter from one of Mr. Vastis’s
health practitioners showed he’d

- started suffering from neck and

shoulder pain as early as 1998,
court heard.
And a letter from Mr. Vastis’s

chiropractor concluded much of

* see AREA on page A18
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Weekly Bakery Specuals
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REGULAR STORE HOURS

Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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WHAT WE PAY
Until September 30/05
2005(f)ntié?lGDUl“SUil

e 2.2L 145-HP ECOTEC Engine

e Air Conditioning

e Spoiler, 15" wheels

e CD Stereo

e [ilt adjustable Steering column

* 5-year/100,000km GM
Powertrain warranty wtih $0
deductible
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~ [GM GAS CARDR.
1 20°off / Litre fZT
Up to 2500 Litres DI

“Yavailable on ‘05 Pursuit sy

SMARTLEASE 5-SPEED
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EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT
FOR EVERYONE
FRIDAY SEPT. 30/05

FINAL 2005 INVENTORY CLEARANCE

* Buick Allure - 4 Left
* Cadillac SRX - 1 Left
¢ 2500 HD Crew Cab Diesel - 4 Left
* 1500 HD 6 Litre Crew Cab - 1 Left
* Pontiac G6 - 1 Left
* Wave (5-Speed) - 1 Left
* Grand Prix - 1 Left
* 1500 Crew Sierra Nevada Edltlon 3 Left
« SV6 Reg. Wheel Base - 9 Left

SV6 Extended Wheel Base - 5 Left

For the latest information, visit us at gmcanada.com.
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POHTIAC

BUICK

| WALLACE PONTIAC
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GMC | PONTIAC o BUICK » CADILLAC s o Gpeond

9:00 am - 6:00 Pm

905 & 8 7 8'2 355 :ns 1-838 ': 2354

BUICK CADILLAC LTD.




