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‘October is Child Abuse

Awareness Month

Shelley Grist of the Canadian Red Cross Society accepts from Mayor Gord Krantz the offi-
cial document proclaiming the month of October as Child Abuse Awareness Month.

The Canadian Champion, Friday, September 23, 2005
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Halton Regional Chairman Joyce
Savoline 1s calling on the Province to

develop a strategy so 1t can stop relying on
Halton residents’ tax dollars to finance its
programs.

Part the for Ha
through what’s known as GTA
the

ton
ooling that
which helps
Toronto pay for its social service programs.

Of the 588 million Halton taxpayers
spent on social service programs last year

01 1ISSUe comes

Region contributes to,

- such as children’s services, social hous-
ing and Ontarnno Works —$35 million of
that helped tund Toronto’s programs.

“An exit strategy would be especially
beneficial to Halton, where pooling for
social services programs in particular costs
our taxpayers so much,” said Ms Savoline.

Halton Commissioner of Corporate
Services and Treasurer Jane MacCaskill
shared similar sentiments.

“We don’t think 1t (pooling) should be on
Halton's tax base. It isn’t appropriate,” she
said, noting Toronto’s programs should
instead be funded through income taxes.
“We detinitely want out of GTA pooling.’

The larger 1ssue that pooling is part of is
the Province's requirement for all Ontario
municipalities to subsidize the
Provincial health and social services pro-
grams from property taxes. This cost
Ontario residents $3 billion in 2003,

“It's no wonder that Ontario residents

| .

Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

B T i e e i

COSt

said Ms

© 315,995
.-1-:-:-.-:-:-:-'.-.-'-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-.-:-'-:-:-'-

any other province in Canada,’

r|..|.

g i S b el e R S e
i oy B e _' . T iy ¥ 'I". - i i '
b 1, 'm._. Ff#""i’-r a1 '*'H- . ARt i s B AT

IIHS Highest Crash Test Rating

2005 SUZUKI SWIFT+ S AT
AM/EM/CD with MP3 Player and 6 Speakers, Anti-Theft Alarm, Fog
Lamps, Power Locks and Windows, Remote Keyless Entry, Seating
tor 5, Dual Airbags, 103 HP, Fuel Efficiency: City 9.0 /100 kms (31
MPG) Hwy 6.4 /100 kms (44 MPG)* 5 Year Roadside Assistance -
Unlimited kms, Full Tank of Gas Included.

Cash Purchase Price.

sooner than later

of

pay more property taxes than residents of

“We don’t think it (pooling)
should be on Halton’s tax
base. It isn’t appropriate.”
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JANE MAGCASKILL

Savoline.

“We need the Province to want to work
on a plan that — over time, as its own fis-
can restore the
use of property taxes to municipal services

such as tr;.um;)nnuli{m, waste management

cal condition improves

and police services.’

The Association of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO) has asked the Province to
begin talks to develop a solution to the
social and community health costs munici-
palities have to pay. The Region, its coun-
cil and staff have thrown their full support
behind AMO’s initiative.

1 that working with the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario is
the best way to get this done,” said Ms
Savoline, who's also chair of AMO’s social
services task force.

“The eftective,
strengthened partnerships needs to be
directed to this 1ssue now if it is serious

believe

Province’s desire for

about helping municipalities become fis-
cally sustainable.”
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2004 Canadian
Rally Car Champion - P2 Class

Cash Purchase Price.
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tCash Purchase Price ¢ ,-; on all 2005 Suzuki Aerio Sedan AT vehicles includes discounts or other incentives available on cash $Cash Purchase Price ofter on all 2005 Suzuki Switt™ S AT vehicles includes discounts or other incentives available on cash purchases
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$ SUZUKI o zkbuitle

2219 Wyecroft Road, Oakville, ON, L67 5L7

905-469-2429 * 1-866-229-3897 * fax 905-469-4562

www.suzukioakville.com

These are limited time offers and cannot be combined with any other offer. See participating dealer for details. Vehicle may not be
as shown. *Based on 2005 Fuel Consumption Guide ratings published by Natural resources

Canada for the Swiftt MT

LIMITED TIME OFFER.



