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Dance Element operators have plenty of experience
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nique, she explained.
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It wasn't long before she was competing and participating in

pageants. In the late 1990s, Ms Labelle — along with Ms De Geer

was part of the Canadian National Tap Team, which won 2 gold
medal in Germany.

At the age of 16, Ms Labelle began teaching in Brampton and
she hasn't looked back. While most of her fnends wanted to dance
professionally, Ms Labelle said she knew teaching was what she
wanted to do.

1 started teaching as a fluke and I loved it.” "1 want to

pass on this knowledge and passion I have to my pupils.”
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Dance, Ms Labelle said, develops skills that can be apphed n all
areas of htfe. It insulls a lasting confidence and is the common
bond of many a triendship.

‘Alot of students, when they first step in the class, are afraid and
shy. And by the end of the year they're dancing on stage,” Ms
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Dance classes are a great way o escape lrom life’s
including school, Ms De Geer added.

Something both women said they feel strongly about is contin
uing to sharpen their own dance skills and staying current in the
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dance field “so our students are always getting what’s up to date,”
Ms Labelle said.

Both women continue to receive dance training, with Ms De
Geer traveling to New York each summer for workshops at the
Broadway Dance Centre.

“Continuous education is so important. We don’t stop the learn

- Ms Labelle said.
One of the benefits of taking over an existing dance studio is

INg process just because we're teachers,’

there's an automatic clientele — about 65 per cent of their students
SO far are former Rhonda Copeland students, they said.
When it comes to how parents decide to put their kids in dance

lessons, Ms De Geer said she often hears the same story over and
OVCI.

WELL EQUIPPED FOR LITTLE TRIPS. AND BIG ADVENTURES.

*ALL THE VERSATILITY AND UTILITY
 DEMANDEDOFANSWV,
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* Powerful 2.3L 4 Cyl Engine * Automatic Transmission ® Power Locks ® Keyless Entry ® Power Windows * Air Condition

* Power Heated Mirrors ® Engine immobilizer * AM/FM CD Stereo * Cruise Control ® 4 Wheel Disc brakes with ABS
* Advanced Air Bag System * Intermittent Wipers ® Fog Lights ® Rear Flip Up Window ® Plus Much More
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ment, she said.

As for choosing the right school, Ms De Geer said 1t's impnnulnl
for parents to visit any studio they’re considering to get a feel for
the staft and facility.

>0 what defines a successful studio?

“In my mind, for a successful studio, I'd like all our students to
have that love for dance, that passion for dance,” Ms [ .abelle said.
“I want to be recognized in the dance world as a dance studio with
caring teachers and qualified dance training.”

Although neither woman currently lives in Milton, they both
expressed their desire to re-locate in the near future, saying
Miltomans have been more than welcoming.

Already, the women are trying to get involved in the communi-
ty. Recently, they held an open house, in which students new and
old were able to meet them and take in some free classes. And just
over a week ago, the pair raised money for hurricane relief by
holding a $5 hip-hop class.

In the tuture, Ms Labelle said she hopes The Dance Element will
gain more clients and move into a larger facility. But, she said,
that’s not what’s most important.

“It’s about quality training as opposed to having 1,000-plus stu-
dents.”

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at sthiessen @miltoncanadi-
anchampion.com.

Stay-at-home parents
group starting up

Are you a stay-at-home parent and want to connect with others?

If so, you may want to swing by the Milton Community
Resource Centre (MCRC) on Bronte Street Wednesday evening.

That’s when the newly-formed Milton Stay at Home Parent
Association holds its first meeting at 7 p.m.

Monthly meetings will follow on rotating days each month, with
a variety ot topics planned for discussion including maternity
leave, working part-ime and finding activities for parents and
children.

The group will feature both a social and physical fitness activi-
ty, and 1s looking for volunteers for both.

T'he Milton Stay at Home Parent Association is affiliated with
the MCRC.

| hose nterested in joining the group are asked to call Shawna
Marroccoh at (905) 875-3952.

Explore region with HEN

Want to learn more about Halton”?

l'hose who do will want to check out one or all of a free six-part
public forum the Halton Environment Network 1s hosting this fall.

Topics include everything under the sun when it comes to the
region’s natural environment, and the first seminar will be held
Monday from 7 to 8:45 p.m. at the Tansley Woods Public Library
in Burlington.

T'he tourth event features a nature walk at Rattlesnake Point
October | from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. with Bill Gaines of
Conservation Halton.

For more information on the series, call the Halton Environment
Network at (905) 849-5501.

Business without

advertising 1s like
winking 1n the
dark ~

You know what
you re doing ~
but nobody else
does!




