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Chair calls $600,000 deal ‘fantasy’

* from BOARD on naae A1
Christine Ovcaric stated.
member will contact you to let you know whether Minister
Kennedy's schedule will permit a meeting in the near future and.
if so, when.”

Mr. Papke's original contract. signed in 1997, stated if provided
s1x months notice for termination. without cause, Mr. Papke would
receive two year's salary and 15 per cent of benefits. It was nego-
tiated that Mr. Papke would get a $100,000 retirement gratuity in
addition to his salary and benefit to avoid having to go to court.

“That (the settlement cost) 1s actually less than they would to
have pay if they ended up having to go to court,” the board source
said.

At an in-camera meeting May 18, trustees voted to accept Mr.
Papke's decision to resign. The deal was ratified in public session,
under a personnel matter. during a school board meeting. It was
decided by a 6-5 vote margin.

Board Chair Paul Tate said he couldn't comment on the settle-
ment package, but disputed the number of $600.000.

“I don't have any comments on his severance whatsoever. and I
don't think what you just told me is remotely true,” he said. “I
think the sources that you're getting it from are absolutely mistak-
en. That's not what I understand to be those arrangements.

“I think there are some people there who are clearly trying to be
disruptive and not positive on this issue.”

When The Post told Mr. Tate it would be publishing a story
about the $600,000 severance he replied: “I can't react to what's
fantasy.”

Last month, Peter Lauwers, from the firm Miller Thomson, was
hired by Mr. Tate and Vice-Chair and Burlington Trustee Peggy
Russell to provide his legal opinion about the validity of policy
governance at a special board meeting May 16.

Policy governance — which underwent major changes during a
raucous board meeting May 18 — was introduced to the board
about four years ago. Within that model, trustees set broad strate-
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- (1dS 0CCN a contentious issue amon £ S0mMeE wuusiees whno  Wa k" C .
strongly felt it limited their decision-making abilities. - Wor ’ng
Mr. Tate at that time said he became aware that the board might § e Har der to Stay
be operating illegally under policy governance and believed an . . .. s
Insurance Claims Specialists

opinion was needed as quickly as possible. .
Lauwers attended the May 16 and 18 meetings. Mr. Tate told CQmplete auto body and
refinishing services

T'he Post following the May 18 meeting that the $10.000 fee for
Lauwers’ work would come from the board's $500,000 legal fees 1 . |
fund. 155 NipiSSing Rd-,' Milton

A court reporter — whose costs have not yet been publicly ( )
revealed — was also retained to cover the two meetings. 905 87 8-2 7 2 1

Policy governance was drastically altered at the May 18 board
meeting and, later that night, Mr. Papke announced he was resign-
Ing. Mr. Papke said the board was heading in a new direction that
he didn't feel comfortable leading.

Ms Chapin said she has seen the contract and is dismayed by the
extra money that’s to be paid to Mr. Papke. She said she's speak-
Ing out because the money for the settlement will have to come out
of the board's budget, and to find that amount of cash won't be
easy.

“(These are) highly irresponsible actions of this board.” Ms
Chapin said. “If we are going to go into deficit — and this deci-
sion does put us into deficit position — I would rather go Into

deficit to buy the services of teachers and EAs to serve the needs

of the students. This decision does not serve the needs of students.
“It's a sad, sad situation.”

Ms Gardiner said the money, to be found in the budget, could | Protect yourself when biking this season: wear a helmet every time
require some tough decisions to be made. you ride, don’t weave in and out of traffic, and follow local laws

1 think its critical taxpayers of Halton understand that this and guidelines for riding. If you're driving, watch for bicyclists
money will not be coming from teachers’ salaries, transportation, riding in the road.

heating and lighting bills. It will be coming from what we're able

to provide to classrooms, and that's the sad part of it.” we can a“ sna'e “le road ““s sUmmer.
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* Furnace & Air conditioner 5 % ‘
$3000 ~ " We provide: We are: iR
Y : _| [ cIndividual or  ePet First Aid certified
*Service call or cleaning ["J "' GroupWalks eInsured and Bonded |
g $60.00 & ’ *Puppy Visits *Members of . ' '
. g  *Vet Taxi services  The Professional Dog . i
& * No hidden fees | M «Weekend/Holiday Walking Association 18
e e arg N B . RNITURE DISPOSAL
[ ° Fully insured & licensed M . Contact us at: T
|. * Models inc, Payne, .l : 90%-693-0372 : ALL SALES FINAL » NO EXCHANGES * NO REFUNDS
" Keeprite, & Goodman g & "'mfm“"'m“::'::"' : L ALLITEMS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE _
5 year parts and labour | - " | oulae RO _
.I ; vl:arrallty £ . Do you find ™|
. l . ou an; too busy to give | e 3
g Call 416-836-9296 .8 . g~ """ (0 RU _ dular Reclining S
. | " require? | i NOW ! _
| N 2999

We offer both home and

905.814.2598

major hotel chains in North America.

office furnishings and accessories

6535 Millereek Dr. #71, Mississau

www.movelineliquidations.com
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LA-Z-BOY MetroWest, operators of the

i LA-Z-BOY Furniture Galleries stores in
L ——— Greater Toronto and Hamilton are E
B W 0« o s o ' i announcing a Massive S1 Million g i R HI' BACK'
| c ; ]’ne o/ | Recliner La-Z-Boy Inventory. YO %
Y 2cinic it NOW $399 Our central warehouse is literally e
Liquidation . sl e i z
; ‘ 4 | discontinued merchandise and we need e
A great source for quality furmshmgs at ] ve sall overything fest! -
Our products Ol’iginate mainly from [ 3 Everything Must Gol Leather Recliner

Come early for best selection!
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POWER GENTRE |\ ¢ § 0 TN common | | .El] HEARTLAND TOWN CENTRE L-!]t 2 lazboyontario.com
GEW & Brant Street N 4@ 4-] Hwy. 410 at Bovaird Dr| i%| ﬂ ;ii | Mavis at Rodeo Drive | iilr | r ] ]
(by Cosico) /j{ | i | {by Home Depot] [ =L - (by Home Depot] | |wmms/ || |
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