| Love at first sight

r

said wisttully. "The first time I set eyes on
her, 1 thought, "That's someone for me."

He was persistent in his wooing, and saw
her every time he could get a few days'
leave.

"I told you the second night I was going
to marry you,” Mr. Jones reminded his
wife from his easy chair, a twinkle in his
eye.

Their courtship unfolded mostly through
correspondence, and in one of those letters
a year-and-a-half after meeting, Mr. Jones
— who was serving in the military police
— proposed.

Both had to endure quite a process to get
married, in efforts to prove they were
moral people who weren't bringing any
unwelcome diseases with them.

Mr. Jones was stationed in Holland at the
time and was given a seven-day leave —
just barely enough time to go to England,
get married and have a short honeymoon.

They were married April 7, 1945.

The food shortage and strict rations in
England made a wedding celebration diffi-
cult and a cake was made possible only
through the frugality of a baker who smug-
gled away a bit of sugar whenever possi-
ble, Ms Jones said.

A white dress was a luxury not possible,
she said. A new dress took up so many of
the allotted coupons that to purchase a
dress that could be worn one day only was
unthinkable. Instead, Ms Jones chose a
more practical blue dress.

"Dad gave me his coupons to buy shoes
to walk down the aisle," she added.

Saying goodbye after their three-day
honeymoon was excruciating.

"I went with him to the train station and
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thought to myself... I didn't know if |
would ever see him again and if I'd be a
young widow," Ms Jones said.

Looking back, Ms Jones said she won-
ders where the strength to endure came
from.

"It seems impossible now that those
things happened. I wonder how we got
through it, but we did."

"We were just the lucky ones," Mr. Jones
Interjected. *

Ms Jones explained people's attitudes
were different back then, maybe because
there was no choice.

"Even though it was a terrible war and
we were bombed out of our minds, I never
saw anyone feel sorry for themselves. And
there were some good times," she said.

The day the war ended, Mr. Jones could
finally rejoice over the fact he was alive
and would see his wife again.

"It was a good feeling to know it was
over with and I was still living to come
home again,” he said.

The end of the war meant more to Mr.
Jones than a cease to the horrors with
which he'd become all-too-famihar.

[t meant he could return to the woman he
loved — a woman he feels he was destined
to be with forever.

It meant he could raise two fine children
with her. And it meant one day he'd cele-
brate his 60th anniversary with her, know-
ing they'd triumphed together over the
heartaches life had dealt.

The year the war ended was the year his
new life began.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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birthconnections

Belly Casting
Photograpber
Foot/bandprints
Scrap Booking
Demonstrations

You can also speak
with:
Doulas
Doctors
Nurses
Massage Therapists
Chiropractors
And more. . .

Blrth

NG,

DMALLHONS

The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, May 10, 20059

On May 19th, we’re going to party like it's 1855.

Come celebrate with us at your local TD Canada Trust or
TD Waterhouse Investor Centre.

Since we opened our doors 150 years ago, many things have changed. But one thing has stayed the same —
our commitment to our customers, our employees and the community. To celebrate, we're throwing
a party for you and our employees. So stop by on May 19th, 2005, to join 1n the festivities and for a chance

to win a portable DVD player. After all, it’s an anniversary that wouldn’t be possible without you.

! Stop by for your chance to win a portable DVD player.
@@, There's one to win at each TD Canada Trust & TD Waterhouse Investor Centre.

E Canada Trust

There is one portable DVD player ovailable to be won (approximate refail value of $300.00). No purchase required. Selected enfrants must answer a skill-testing quesfion.
Chances of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. Contest ends on May 19th, 2005. Full contest rules are available ot the branch /investor centre.




