You've spent way too much
money buying roses at your florist.
Now you are toying with the idea
of growing some of those fragrant
flowers in your own backyard. But,
if you thought that picking out cut
roses was hard, buying rose bushes
for planting is even harder. Why?
Because there are so many avail-
aple that the simple task of know-
INg what to choose can become
quite challenging. But following a
few of these simple guidelines from
gardening experts will make the
task much more manageable. In
NOo fime, you will see that every-
thing will be coming up roses!
Learn the lingo. There are so
many different types of roses - and
we're not just talking color - that
you need 1o know what they are.
The hybrid tea rose (large single
plooms, usually on long stems) is
the most common and is probably
the one that comes to mind when
you picture the flower. But there
are also climbers (roses that grow
on walls and arbors), miniatures
(smaller versions of roses), and
frees (bushes that have a sturdy
frunk). Once you know some of
the terms associated with roses, it'll
e much easier to make decisions
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about which ones to grow. To
learn more, visit Web sites such as
rosemagazine.com or
rosarian.com which provide glos-
saries with definitions of rose termes.
- Know your climate. Like with all
plants and flowers, certain types
flourish in different climates. You
can ask your local horticulturist
apout your climate zone. Knowing
your zone will narrow the field of
which roses are best suited for your
garden, during what time of year
you should plant them, and how
deep into the soil they should go.

- Learn the differences between
roses. Let's start with fragrance.
Don't all roses smell the same?
Nope. Some types barely have a
scent, while others, like the
antique rose, are extremely fra-
grant. When shopping, close your
eyes and inhale to see which
scents work for you. Also check
out the plant's bloom times.
(While some roses, like the hybrid
teqa, bloom within eight weeks of
planting, others don't flower until
the second season.) Some only
ploom once in a year, which
results in one gorgeous showing.
Others are repeat bloomers @
few times a year, so you'll have
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flowers for a longer peri-
od of time. Again, deter-
mine what you want
and what's important to
you,

Consider color.
Determine what color
ana look works best for
your landscape. For
iInstance, if you have a@
yellow house, you might
not want a yellow rose
bush in your front yard
since the color might not
stand out. Red roses,
however, would really
pop out against a yellow
packdrop.
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The Canadian Champion, Friday, May 6, 2005—B11

Keep them healthy.
When picking a place in

your garden, choose
your spot wisely. The
flower should get six

hours of sunlight a day,
good qir circulation,
good drainage, and rich
soil. It's important to
make sure your plant is
getting enough water -
one InCh a week, either
from you or mother
nature. Also keep the
plant and area surround-
INg it free from shrubs
and debris such as
leaves or twigs.
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e Furnace & Air conditioner

& $3000 q
| * Service call or cleaning [
% $60.00 k|
.. * No hidden fees ..
| © Will beat any quote by 5% [
_J ° Fully insured & licensed WM.
.. * Models inc, Payne, ..
e Keeprite, & Goodman ©
l. * 5 year parts and labour .l
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Order your Soil, Mulch or Gravel :
Dump material

Fill Bin with your waste

Call for haul-away when finished!

KNOWLI:DGEABLE & FRlENDLY STAFF www.harwoodssoilfarm. com

Milton 905 878- 1 9




