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6 — The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Selling kids smokes
simply not acceptable

Numbers recently put forward by the Halton Region Health \.

Department indicate it’s definitely time to crack down on tobacco
retailers willing to sell cigarettes to minors.

More specifically, it seems gas stations and convenience stores
throughout Halton are the most willing to contravene the Tobacco
Control Act and sell to those under 19.

Last year, 15 per cent of gas bars that were checked for compliance
sold tobacco to minors, up from six per cent in 2003. At convenience
stores that were checked, 10 per cent were ready to sell cigarettes to
youths, while only three per cent fell in this category in 2003.

In a time when awareness of the negative effects of smoking is so
high, 1t’s alarming to see more people are willing to put youths’ health
at risk.

While in previous years, the health department hasn’t performed
comphance checks on every tobacco-selling establishment, it plans to
do so this year. Let’s hope the increased presence of test shoppers and
inspectors will deliver a strong message to those who work in gas sta-
tions and convenience stores — selling tobacco to minors isn’t accept-
able and 1s against the law.

¥ Our Readers Write

since season doesn’t begin until April 30

Dear Editor: game and fish, and robs all citizens of
I was surprised and disappointed to see our valuable wildlife resources.
several people fishing im and around Poaching can be reduced if concerned
Milton and at the Mill Pond April 17, citizens report the signs of suspected ille-
including a couple of gentlemen who gal activity.”
probably should have known better. “A poacher is a criminal — call Crime
As tempting as it may have been dur- Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS. (Cash
ing that warm spell, all responsible rewards are available and your anonymi-
anglers know that trout season doesn't ty is guaranteed.)”

begin until the last Saturday in April.
The Ministry. of Natural Resources is

quite clear on this matter, stating:

“Poaching is a serious and costly crime.

I urge everyone to respect the law, pro-
tect our fisheries and report poachers
when you see them,

Adam Smith

It robs ethical anglers and hunters of Commercial Street

W% The Canadian

Box 248. 191 Main St. E.,
Milton, Ont. L9T 4N9

905) 878-2341

Editorial Fax: 905-878-4943

Advertising Fax: 905-876-2364

Classified: 905-875-3300
Circulation: 905-878-5947
Ian Oliver Publisher

Neil Oliver Associate Publisher
Jill Davis Editor-in-Chief
Karen Smith Managing Editor
Wendy McNab  Advertising Director

Tim Coles Production Manager
Charlene Hall Distribution Manager
Teri Casas Office Manager

s bl
e e e e i O
s alh s =,
ot v *a-"i".;-*-i_:a
e e b
o e e

ampion

The Canadian Champion, published every Tuesday and Friday at 191
Main St. E., Milton, Ont., L9T 4N9 (Box 248), is one of The Metroland
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includes: Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, Alliston Herald/Courier, Barrie
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Mississauga News, Napanee Guide, Nassagaweya News, Newmarket/Aurora
tra-Banner, Northumberland News, North York Mirror, Oakville Beaver,
Oakville Shopping News, Oldtimers Hockey News, Orangeville Banner, Orillia
Today, Oshawa/Whitby/Clarington/Port Perry This Week, Peterborough This
Week, Picton County Guide, Richmond Hill/Thornhill/Vaughan Liberal, Scar-
borough Mirror, Stouffville/Uxbridge Tribune.
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charged for, but the balance of the advertisement will be paid for at the appli-
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Dear Editor:

I'm truly sorry that Barbie Taylor
1s fed up with the complaints from
townspeople about current condi-
tions 1n town.

[ agree with her that Milton 1s a
great place to live, as our family has
grown up here as well over the last
20) years.

Unfortunately — in the short
term anyway — we're hostages of a
nightmarish disaster of planning. In
my opinion, our local and regional
politicians have shown absolutely
no competence whatsoever in deal-
ing with growth. We've added
roughly 20,000 people to our town
— and a hearty welcome to them
— but the only road growth has
been widening of Main Street from
Thompson Road to James Snow
Parkway and a couple of intersec-
tion improvements along Derry

Be sure to include your name and telephone number
when submitting a letter to the editor for publication.

I1'M CALLING FOR
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Upsetting to see people fishing at Mill Pond Criticism valid in light of poor planning

Road.
To top it all off, they have made

the decision to close a section of

road connecting James Snow
Parkway to the new subdivision,
diverting all the traffic to
Thompson Road. This is just asking
for trouble.

On my way to work one day last
week, as | waited to turn south on
Thompson Road from Laurier
Avenue, a 40-foot truck came bar-
reling down Thompson Road
halfway on to the shoulder because
a car was waiting to turn left into
the new construction area.

A few minutes later, when I was
heading east on Derry Road, I
watched a GO bus traveling west
swerve onto the shoulder while try-
Ing to get around a car waiting to
turn south. Neither vehicle showed
any sign of slowing down.
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Needless to say, an accident 1s
just waiting to happen.

Where are the road improve-
ments” How can you allow 20,000
people to move into an area, and not
improve the main arteries of road?
Does 1t take rocket scientists to real-
1ze that you can’t close a main road
without having a viable alternative?

Thompson Road should have
been widened to four lanes by now
at the very least, especially if it was
expected to handle all this detour
traffic.

Ms Taylor may not like the com-
plaints, but I think our politicians
deserve an earful. Just what is it
theyre doing”

Edward Brooks
Hayward Crescent

by Steve Nease



