B2—The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, April 19, 2005

(NC)—As the use of pesticides becomes increas-
ingly restricted, gardeners need to find new ways to
control weeds. Although getting rid of dandelions with-
out chemicals is a more environmentally friendly
approach to a beautiful lawn and garden, it can be
challenging.

"It's not always necessary to get down on your
hands and knees to pull up weeds," says Rob Dewar,
spokesperson for Fiskars Garden Tools. "If you choose
the proper tools and follow a few simple techniques,
you can easily control weeds without chemical alterna-
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tives."

As a first step, identify the weeds in your garden and
learn about their lifecycles. Annuals spread by seed, so
you need to pull them before their seeds set. To elimi-
nate perennials, you'll need to dig out the entire root.

Use the proper tools that can make the job less
painful. "The new Fiskars Weeder lets you weed stand-
Ing up,” comments Dewar. "To use the Weeder the gar-
dener simply places the tool directly over the weed,
pushes the claws into the ground with their foot and
then draws the shaft back, pulling the weed out in one
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smooth, effortless action."”

Make sure you cover bare soil. Adding two to four
iInches of organic mulch as a cover on bare soil can
help prevent weeds from growing.

Keep seeds buried. Soil can contain as many as
80,000 weed seeds per square yard. When you dig
down and turn the soil, those seeds are exposed to
sunlight and rain, causing them to sprout and grow.
Cover your garden with an inch of weed-free and seed-
free compost after turning the soil.

Don't water your weeds. Even weeds can't grow
without water, so use a water method that applies
water directly to the piants you want to grow.

For additional gardening tips visit www.fiskars.ca or
call 1-800-488-5029.

- News Canada
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A # Giant cubic yard bags delivered right to your home.
® Black Garden Soil ($119) for fantastic growing
results, is nutrient rich and blended to perfection at our yard
with black loam, peat loam, well-composted manure and a
touch of mineral soil. It's great for use in your flowerbeds,
vegetable gardens, and for over-seeding your lawn.

Nature's Blend ($119) is an excellent soil designed for
use under sod, filling in holes, levelling out sunken areas
in your lawn or as a base for a new garden. It's a perfect
blend of mineral soil for stability and nutrient value, and
a black loam / peat loam mixture for ease of use.

Bark Mulch ($129) is perfect for the finishing touch!
Use this Bark Mulch as an effective way to reduce weeds,
prevent soil and moisture loss, while at the same time gives
your garden that professional look.

No-Risk Guarantee: If our Bulk Bag Soil or Mulch is not
what you expected, we will pick it up at our cost and
refund 100% of your money.

Call Halton Sod for Bulk Bag Soil or Mulch delivered right to your home:
(905) 878-1011. Ron Schiedel, Greenhorizons President, who manages Halton Sod
has provided this information. Web: www justsodit.com. (Just Sod it)
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