Kevin Entmaa
(left) and Liam
Robinson show

off their OMHA
gold medals.
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By STEVE LeBLANC
The Champion

Jon Gleed's Big Red suffered big-time heart-
break in Minneapolis Sunday afternoon.

In front of 9,054 fans at Mariucci Arena,
Milton's junior defenceman and his Cornell
University teammates fell agonizingly short of
clearing the last remaining hurdle to Frozen
Four play — losing 2-1 in overtime to the
hometown favourite Minnesota Gophers.

In addition to a hostile crowd and stiff com-
petition, one might argue that the Big Red had
fate working against them as well, since Barry
Tallackson's rebound deposit four-and-a-half
minutes into sudden death set up the first-ever
single conference Frozen Four.

Minnesota will join fellow WCHA con-
tenders Colorado College, Denver and North
Dakota next weekend in Columbus, Ohio.

To say the very least, Sunday's loss was a bit-
ter pill to swallow for Gleed and company —
especially after weathering a rash of penalties
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early on and matching
Minnesota 1n quality
scoring chances through
the extra session.

“I actually thought we
outplayed them in over-
time,” said the 20-year-
old blueliner, who as a
healthy scratch fresh-
man watched his Big |8
Red reach the Frozen =
Four two years ago. Jon Gleed
“We had a couple of golden opportunities to put
it away.”

But in the end it was the Gophers who man-
aged to do that, capitalizing on what proved to
be a disastrous breakdown by Cornell.

Recalled Gleed, “I saw it materializing from
the bench — the forecheck and then Tallackson
having two whacks at it all alone in front. It was
tough to watch.”

However, the former Provincial Jr. A League
all-star couldn't have been too disappointed
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nixed in OT

about his individual performance at the
NCAA's West Regional playdowns — particu-
larly in game one Saturday evening.

Out for all three of the Big Red's goals and
setting up the second with a well-placed outlet
pass to Cam Abbott, Gleed helped Cornell rally
from a two-goal deficit to trim Ohio State 3-2.

He wasn't out for any of the goals against in
either game last weekend, and helped minimize
the damage from some slow starts in
Minneapolis.

"l thought I played pretty well. I wasn't dis-
appointed with my personal efforts, just the end
result. And playing in front of 9,000-plus fans
on consecutive days was certainly a great expe-
rience.”
 So will the Big Red be back in Frozen Four
contention next season?

“We lose some key seniors like Mike
Knoeptli (from Georgetown), but we’ve got
seven juniors and eight sophomores returning,
so anything’s possible,” suggested Gleed, in a
cautiously optimistic tone. |

By STEVE LeBLANC
The Champion

alton's AAA atoms have
reached the innermost sanctum
-of provincial play, thanks in no

small part to the efforts of two
Miltonians.

Goaltender Kevin Entmaa and well-rounded
winger Liam Robinson made substantial contribu-
tions to the Hurricanes' gold-medal run last weekend
at the OMHA championships in Whitby.

The impact duo helped Halton go undefeated and
book passage to the all-Ontario finals, slated for
April 8 to 10 in Ajax/Pickering.

Entmaa backstopped the Hurricanes to three of
five wins last weekend, including a 4-0 first-round
shutout of the defending champion hosts and a 7-2
title rout of the Burlington Eagles — who'd had a
particularly tough battle with Whitby the night
betore and had little left for the stretch drive Sunday
afternoon.

As a result, Halton was able to strike early and put
things away in the second period. Entmaa came up
big when needed, while Robinson's fierce neutral-
zone play kept Burlington off balance and under
wraps for most of the finals.

“This 1s Liam’s first year at AAA, and he's made a
great transition. He's a real sparkplug — somebody
who goes out there and mucks it up. His energy's
contagious,” said head coach Henry Fung, whose
charges claimed OMHA bronze last spring. “And
Kevin’s part of what I consider the best goaltending
tandem in the league. It's a real luxury to be able to
rotate him and Ryan Clouter and have the guys con-
tfident no matter who's behind them.” ‘

A second-year Hurricane, Entmaa was also
between the pipes for a 5-3 win over York-Simcoe in
round three, during which he turned back a flurry of
powerplay cpportunities to earn second-star status.

That encounter also saw Robinson open the scor-
ing with a huge break past a defender and fake
deposit. He assisted on another goal in round three
and followed that up with a pair of helpers in the
Hurricanes™ 7-3 pasting of Peterborough in their
round-robin finale.

Narrowly averting injury from a crushing head-on
check in the tournament opener, Robinson was
among the team's most reliable two-way players in
Whitby — winning numerous battles along the
boards to either initiate scoring opportunities or pre-
vent them. “He helps get everyone else going,”
explained Fung.

Halton edged Burlington 4-3 in round two, but
offered no such drama in the return engagement
Sunday. Noted Fung, “I think they were pretty tired
from the night before, rallying to win 8-7, and quite
honestly I think we have a deeper team than them.”

Now standing in the Hurricanes' path to OHF gold
next weekend are the Toronto Marlies, Mississauga
Rebels and Elgin-Middlesex of the Alliance.

BE A SPORT AND SUPPORT ~ NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK April 17-23, 2005

National Volunteer Week is an annual celebration of the spirit and energy of Canadian volunteers. Every individual volunteer makes a difference in the lives of those he or she serves and the combined effect of Canada’s 6.5

million volunteers is a force that shapes our society.

+ Canadian volunteers give approximately one billion hours a year, the equivalent of 549.000 full-time jobs.

* The contribution of volunteers is valued at $17 billion dollars per year (using national average wage)

National Volunteer Week also provides an opportunity to thank the people who help to shape the experiences of volunteers. Across the spectrum of 180,000 non-profit and charitable organizations are thousands of people -
both volunteers ana paid personnel - who participate in recruiting, training, supporting and recognizing volunteers.

In communities across Canada, many of the 180,000 not-for-profit organizations that make up Canada’s voluntary sector set aside National Volunteer Week as a time to hold events that recognize, honor

and celebrate vol-

unteers. National Volunteer Week is a project of the Canada Volunteerism Initiative funded by the Government of Canada through the Community Partnerships Program of Canadian Heritage.
[T you are interested in recognizing volunteers who contribute their time and energy to your organization The Champion is publishing a special section on Tuesday April 19, 2005.

Please contact Diana or Kyawnee at Milton Canadian Champion

Phone: 905-878-23141

Fax: 905-876-2361

Email: krowley@miltoncanadianchampion.com or
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