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Every time Karla Homolka's name 1s
mentioned you have to wonder what
goes through the minds of the Mahatty
and French families.

It’s difficult enough for bereaved par-
ents to move on with their lives, but for
these two families it must be impossible.

As July 5 looms closer — the date
Homolka is set to leave the women's
prison in Joliette, Que. — we can't even
begin to imagine how the relatives and
friends of the slain teens must feel.
Perhaps they have suffered so much that
numbness now takes the place of
anguish.

It seems almost unbelievable that
Homolka has been behind bars for close
to 12 years. The murders of Burlington
teen Leslie Mahaffy and St. Catharines
teen Kristen French remain so fresh in
the minds of all Halton residents who
followed this horrific case.

Homolka was sentenced to just 12
years in jail after pleading guilty to two
counts of manslaughter for her role in
the slayings of the two schoolgirls.

Dear Editor:

I'm responding to the letter in The
Champion entitled ‘Closing Fourth Line
is stupid and irresponsible .

Closing Fourth Line is a good thing.
The cars weren’t following the speed
limit and big trucks were barrelling down
our street all the time, even at night. It
wasn’t safe.

I have some friends on Fourth Line
who are five, six and seven years of age.
They could have been hit by one of the
cars if they accidentally wandered into
the street.
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Leslie would be 26 years old if she
was alive today.

Homolka's ex-husband, Paul
Bernardo, was convicted of two counts
of first-degree murder and sentenced to
life in prison. We hope this translates
into an indefinite sentence.

But, unfortunately, society 1s stuck
with Homolka. Even with their best
intentions, we wonder how realistic it 1S
to expect that police and government
officials will be forever able to keep tabs
on this heinous woman.

Yes, there will be numerous restric-
tions placed on Homolka. However, she
will still walk free, be able to enjoy the
summer sun, feel fresh air on her face
and visit with family and friends who
still wish to associate with her.

Of course, her victims weren’t afford-
ed the same opportunities. Their young
lives are etched on tombstones. We feel
for their families and wish we had
words of comfort. Unfortunately noth-

ing anyone can say will soothe their

pain.
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I live on Fourth Line as well. Before
the road was closed, I couldn’t play in
the snow near the road or ride my bike
safely.

My mom kept worrying about me
being too close to the road in case a car
lost control while it was speeding.

And about concerns over the added
cost of cabs, do you really think two or
three more dollars or a few extra minutes
added to your drive are more important
than a child’s life?

Katherine O’Hearn
Milton
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Dear Editor:

I'd like to comment on last
Friday's Champion article about
two Hawthome Village residents
starting a petition to stop a nearby
apartment and townhouse develop-
ment.

I'm appalled that a petition has
started to stop development of
high-density housing. Moreover, |
find that Cliff Bowers’ and Chad
Jackson’s concerns are trumped up

and invalid.
First they talk about environmen-

tal concerns, including the loss of

green space, as they put it. Well,
Hawthorne Village is already occu-
pying green space. How would
these gentleman feel if Milton resi-

their homes”’

dents had opposed the building of

Also, the green space they speak
of is an empty field that hasn't been
used by anyone in years.

Secondly, they have concerns
about infrastructure. I agree that
perhaps the infrastructure won't be
in place in time for this proposed
development, but it will be in place
once the James Snow Parkway
extension and other improvements
are finished.

In my opinion, this town needs to
curb its massive urban sprawl, and
the perfect solution is well-placed,
high-density housing. And 1 would
say that the southwest corner of
Fourth Line and Derry Road 1s a
good spot for this.

[ believe that Mr. Bowers™ and
Mr. Jackson’s concerns are not their
real reasons for being against the
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development. 1 believe they just
don't want apartment buildings near
them.

[ believe they have an elitist atti-
tude toward their neighbourhood.
First residents in that area shot
down the proposed bike path due to
concerns over 'safety’ — yeah right
— and now these same residents
are opposing development of apart-
ment buildings.

[ believe homeowners' property
values will suffer little, if at all, with
the development of an apartment
building, and a lot of people would
get new, affordable housing —
which 1s desperately needed 1n
Milton.

Martin Kay
Yates Drive

The Canadian Champion welcomes letters to the editor. We reserve the right to edit, revise and
reject letters. Letters must be signed and the address and telephone number of the writer included.
| etters can be e-mailed at miltoned@haltonsearch.com,faxed to (905) 878- 4943 or dropped off at

191 Main St. E.
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