‘Taxi owner’s appeal denied

By MELANIE HENNESSEY
The Champion

An appeal of Town staff’s deci-
sion to deny two taxicab owner’s
licences that would’ve put dis-
abled-friendly vehicles on the road
proved unsuccessful for local cab
company Rainbow Taxi last week.

The appeal came before the
administration and planning com-
mittee — which also serves as an
appeal committee — March 21,
where staff recommended the
licensing officer’s decision be
upheld.

Town Licensing Administrator
Selena Campbell said the licences
were refused because Rainbow
Taxi owner Sarbjit Kaur Brar i1sn't
on the taxi plate waiting list, which
holds prospective taxi brokers In
the order in which applications are
reviewed by the Town.

“The Town of Milton does
encourage businesses to provide
accessible service,” Ms Campbell
noted.

She went on to suggest that the
two accessible vehicles be used to
replace older vehicles in Rainbow
Taxi’s fleet.

‘Preliminary hearing tomorrow

The preliminary hearing of two
men charged with first-degree mur-
der in connection with the slaying
of a Milton resident will begin
tomorrow at Ontario Court of
Justice in Burlington.

The hearing was to have began
March 14, but was adjourned.
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But Wilhlam Perras, the lawyer
representing Rainbow Taxi, told
the committee that just isn’t an
economically justifiable option
given the significant additional
costs related to the accessible cabs,
which he noted cost about $55,000
each.

In a letter to the Town, Mr. Perras
argued his client’s applications
were for ‘accessible’ taxicab
owner’s licences, not taxi owner'’s
licences, and that the waiting list
shouldn’t apply in that situation.

The letter noted that “an accessi-
ble taxicab is clearly separate and
distinct from a regular taxicab.”

Town solicitor Harold Watson
didn’t agree with Mr. Perras’ posi-
tion and detailed the reasons why,
also 1n a letter.

He said that the definition of
taxicab under the bylaw encom-
passes any motor vehicle kept or
used for hire, so it also includes
accessible taxicabs, and an owner’s
licence is required for the use of
any taxicab.

Given the definitions, Mr.
Watson said an accessible taxicab
application is subject to the normal

A publication ban will be In
effect at the preliminary hearing —
held to determine if there’s enough
evidence to go to trial.

Brian Stockton, 48, was found
dead in a flaming car June 17 last
year behind Traffix transport com-
pany on Regional Road 25, north
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waiting list procedure. | P—

He noted the only real difference
for accessible cabs is that there are
some additional requirements in
the bylaw for them.

The appeal committee’s decision
will go before Milton council
tonight. Ward 3 Councillor Cindy
Lunau said she’ll bring forward a
motion at the meeting calling for
the accessibility advisory commit-
tee to look at the need for an acces-
sible taxi service in Milton and
comment to Town staft.

The motion also directs the Town
clerk to consider the issue and
report back to council.

“We need to determine whether
there is a need for accessible taxis.
[ find it hard to believe there
wouldn’t be,” Ms Lunau said.

“If there i1s a need, (we need to)
find a way to make it happen. With
the handicaps we face in this
world, we should minimize the
bureaucratic handicap. Procedure
should never get in the way of
need.”

Melanie Hennessey can be
reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.
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* Vortec 5300 295-HP V8 Engine
* 4-speed auto with overdrive and tow/haul mode
e Full crew cab with 5’8" box, Deep tinted glass
» Autotrac automatic 4WD, 4-wheel ABS
e | ocking differential, Dual zone A/C, Fog lights
e Tilt, cruise, power windows,
locks with keyless remote,
power mirrors rear defroster
& * AM/FM/CD Player
e 17" B6-spoke Aluminum wheels

2005 GMC Sierra
Nevada Crew Cab

SMARTLEASE

348

PER MONTH
PURCHASE PRICE

of Hwy.401. = EE B Y

Halton Hills resident Michael
Jaf“e.s McPonough, %, al}d Montana SV6 RWB R7D
Mississauga's John Kevin

¢ 3.5L 200-HP V6 Engine
§ * 4-speed automatic transmission
e 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS
e CD/MP3 player
¢ Remote keyless entry
e A/C, Power locks/windows/mirrors
e 50/50 fold flat rear seat
e Deep tinted glass
e 5-year/100,000km GM Powertrain
e Warranty with $0 Deductible®

SMARTLEASE

238

PER MONTH

McClatchey, 47, were charged with
first-degree murder. They were
arrested the day after the murder at
their homes.

2005 Ponti oaa SV

PURCHASE PRICE

¢ 35litre-HP V6 Engine

¢ 4-Speed Auutomatic with Overdrive
* Remote Keyless Entry

* Air Conditioning

* Cruise Control

* 4 Wheel Disc Brakes

¢ 16" Twin 5 Spoke Aluminum Wheels
¢ 6 Speaker CD Stereo

SMARTLEASE

$258

PER MONTH

PURCHASE PRICE

o 24 988

All new interior & exterior styling

e 3.8L 200-HP V6 Engine

o e 4-Speed Automatic Transmission

B with overdrive

R ¢ 16" Wheels

i e 6-way driver's seat

e Quiet Tuning™ Accutical
Enhancement Package

e Standard Onstar™ Safe and
Sound Plan for 1 Year

SMARTLEASE

o' 5 g

PER MONTH
PURCHASE PRICE

o 524 988]

i 387,

2005 Buick Allure

| MON. - THURS
| 9-:00 am - B:00 pwm
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Hegular Stora Hnurs FRI. & SAT,

Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9: 00 am-5 pm

Ia\\ll\x = I,L lLl\'L \l‘lll
t 9:00 am - 6:00 Pm

| WALLACE PONTIAC .
_ BUICK CADILLAC LTD 9 05 - 8 7 8 '2355 TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354

Smartlease are based on 48 mths and include 80,000 km with $0.12 over and are plus freight, down payment (G6 $2870., Allure
$2745. Montana SV6 $4280. Nevada $3420.) license and applicable taxes down on approved credit. Cash prices are plus freight,

. Jaxes and licepsg. All rebates assigged to dealer. See dealer,for complete details. DAC,
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