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By MELANIE HENNESSEY
T'he Champion

The Region is once again taking its con-
cerns on GTA pooling — a system that
helps Toronto pay for social services — to
the Province.

Last week, regional council endorsed
Chair Joyce Savoline writing to the minis-
ters of finance, community and social serv-
iIces and municipal affairs and housing
detailing issues Halton has with the current
pooling system that’s costing the Region
more than $30 million this year, or $164
per household.

“Hopefully, this impresses on them (the
ministers) they can work with us,” Ms
Savoline said. “We want to work with
them.”

This comes on the heels of the Region
being notified that it owes an additional
$3.4 million for 2002 and 2003 pooling
due to discrepancies between figures from
the Ministry of Finance and the bills put
out by the Ministry of Community and
Social Services.

Regional Treasurer Jane MacCaskill
explained this amount will be deducted
from the Province’s upcoming monthly
payments to the Region for its own social
assistance program.

But she said they haven’t started the
deductions yet because the Region has
asked for more documentation regarding
the pooling figures and requested a meet-
ing with the Province, GTA regions and
City of Toronto.

The Region also made accrual provi-
sions, or put money aside at the end of
2002 and 2003 based on the anticipated
actual amount of pooling costs, so there’ll
be no impact on this year’s budget.

Plans in works for Town’s
150th anniversary in 2007

The Town is already gearing up for its
150th anniversary celebration in 2007.

At last week’s council meeting, Ward 3
Councillor Cindy Lunau and Wards 2 and
4 Councillor Ron Furik were appointed to
a celebration master committee, which will
be responsible for generating ideas for
events and activities to mark the anniver-
sary.
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“We always accrue to what we think the
maximum amount owing is,” Ms
MacCaskill said.

GTA pooling has long been a concern of
regional council and staff. The pooling sys-
tem was created by the Province to assist
Toronto in paying for downloaded social
services when the city amalgamated in
1998.

Some of the issues the Region has with
the system include its lack of accountabili-
ty and predictability and lack of independ-
ent audit verification.

“It’s been a very frustrating process for
our council as it’s (pooling money) levied
through our regional taxes,” said Ms
MacCaskill. “They (council) have very lit-
tle control.”

Ms Savoline noted the Region has no
option but to pay the pooling costs and
continue to request that the Province work
with Halton as legitimate, equal partners
on the issue.

Last month, Richmond Hill council
approved a resolution to withhold its share
of the pooling costs, estimated to be about
515 million in York Region’s levy. The
motion went on to say, “should the City of
Toronto wish to use Richmond Hill tax-

Council also approved the mandate and
terms of reference regarding the master
committee and sub-committees.

The Town is now looking for two resi-
master committee.

dents to sit on the

Application forms are available at

www.milton.ca or at the clerk’s department
in the Town Hall, 43 Brown St.

BANKRUPTCY

GET A FRESH START. Get SOLUTIONS now for:

Credit Card Problems
Maior Cash Flow Problems
Persistent Bill Collectors
Delinquent Taxes
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Loss of Job or Loved One
Wage Garnishments
Judgements, Law Suits

Bankruptcy can be avoided. Call us!

Repossessions

Evictions

Student Loan

Divorce Related Financial Problems

No charge for initial consultation!
By Appointment Only,

875-0811

225 Main Street East (Main & Martin St.)

Milton A better solution!

- Dr. Sven Bacchus
(,erfgfzed Orthodontic Specialist

Smiles

that last a
Lifetime

DDS, MSc., BSc., FRCD(C)

payer money, council and staff would be
happy to negotiate directly with the City of
Toronto.”

While Ms MacCaskill said regional
council is just as frustrated as York Region,
she noted it would be difficult for Halton to
say 1t's not going to pay for pooling
because the Province would just deduct the
amount from its social assistance subsidy.

“There’s the bigger issue of whether
pooling is an appropriate funding mecha-
nism,” she said. “We think social services
should be funded from income taxes and
that’s a provincial responsibility.”

Ms MacCaskill added she thinks the
Town of Richmond Hill’s motion is basi-
cally just a statement of intent.

When asked if the Region would ever
follow Richmond Hill’s suit, Ms Savoline
pointed out it’s by law Halton has to put
money into the pooling system.

“I would never suggest somebody break
the law,” she said, adding her style is to do
the productive, effective thing and contin-
ue to make statements to the government
on the pooling issue.

The GTA treasurers and CAOs have held
a series of meetings with provincial staff
over the past year or so with the hopes of
resolving concerns and looking at options
to eliminate pooling.

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs
has also indicated it will be setting up a
sub-committee to further discuss finalizing
pooling bills from previous years and
options for an exit strategy. The Region
has plans to request representation on the
committee.

Melanie Hennessey can be reached at
mhennessey @miltoncanadianchampion.com

Would you like to talk to
someone about your gambling?

The Ontario Problem
(rambling Helpline (OPGH)
We're here to l’lf""l]}.

1-888-230-3505

www.opgh.on.ca
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Now accepting
new patients!

Braces for Children & Adults

* flexible payment plans
* no referral necessary

* office open Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat.

* free consultations
* call to book your consultation
* doctor on duty on Saturdays & Mondays
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Mall holds cereal drive
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‘Break-Fast’ Cold Cereal
Collection over the next couple weeks.

From today until March 27, customers, service groups and
schools are invited to drop off boxes of cereal and help fill a
giant bowl.

The mall hopes to fill the bowl and put breakfast on the

table for many local families.
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shelves by holding the March

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC CARE

under my roof

In the
know
sports
fans get
their info
from The
Champion

311 Martin Street, Milton

(905) 878-5165

Cranial Sacral - Now at
Dr. Koeth’s office

Call to
subscribe

878-2341
Ask for
circulation

Weekdays
9t0 5

* RESIDENTAL + COMMERCIAL

* FULLY GUARANTEED +« PAVING
* CONCRETE °+ INTERLOCKING

* FREE ESTIMATES

Toll Free 1-866-580-8889
Ask for Mike

Business 416-997-5373
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...10 everyone that
celebrated our
2nd Anniversary
with us!

Congratulations to

Jim Czikk,
the winner of our

MATRIX/AJ OICO

GIFT BASKET
DRAW!

295 Main St. E.,
905-876-4500

PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 12:00 NOON (PREVIEW 11:00AM)

ROCKMOSA COMMUNITY CENTRE - ROCKWOOD, ON
74 CHRISTIE STREET - (OFF COUNTY RD 27/MAIN ST. N)

The management of GOOD TIME AUCTIONS is proud to announce that
Robert Gosse has joined our team and his premier sale will be in your city.

At this sale, we promise you a huge selection of NEW & EXCITING products
for your home on a NO RESERVE basis. Our sale will include various styles
of Dining Room & Bedroom Suites, Kitchen Sets, 20 - Three Piece Leather
Sofa Sets, Designer Chairs, Small and Large Screen T.V.'s an Extensive
Collection of Artwork, Area Rugs, Quality Mattresses and Box Spring Sets in
all sizes, Coffee and End Tables, Bar Sets, Grandfather Clocks, Bakers
Racks, Crystal, and much more exciting merchandise, the list could go on
and on......

Everyone is welcome! Door prizes will be given away. At GOOD TIME
AUCTIONS, we want you to have exactly that: a GOOD TIME!

See you Saturday! Remember preview at 11:00 a.m. - Sale at 12:00 p.m.

VISA/MASTERCARD/DEBIT CARDS/CASH ACCEPTED!
10% BUYERS PREMIUM

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

(TEMS SUBJECT TO ADDITION & DELETION
For more information, please call: 416-850-7850

511 Commercial Street-Suite 209-Milton

Tel.905-875-2995
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