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Teacher of the Month
‘Coverdale tries to m

He wasn't exactly
a model student,

admits beloved
Sherratt educator

By STEPHANIE THIESSEN
The Champion

former student has fol-
lowed 1n her footsteps
usually beams with pride, happy
to have inspired someone to
choose the same profession.

But not always. The reactions of Robin
Coverdale’s former teachers couldn’t have
been more different.

“When my teachers found out I was a
teacher, they just about died,” the Sam
Sherratt Public School teacher said,
explaining he wasn’t exactly a model stu-
dent.

“Most of my teachers were shocked I
moved into this profession. [ wasn’t a good
student and I didn’t follow the rules.”

Now thirty-odd years into his career with
numerous awards to his name, it’s quite
clear Mr. Coverdale made the right — if
not expected — career choice.

And it seems his students — he teaches
three grade 6 math and social science class-
es — couldn’t agree more.

The Champion has chosen Mr.
Coverdale as March’s Teacher of the
Month after receiving a nomination letter
from one of his grade six students, 11-year-
old Jessica Love.

“He 1s a really fun teacher and knows
how to teach stuff so that it’s not boring,”
she wrote, adding, “Our school couldn’t be
here without him and I would like to show
him how much we care about him.”

Mr. Coverdale is in his second year
teaching at Sam Sherratt, a kindergarten to
grade 8 school.

Before that, he taught at Percy Merry
Public School until it closed.

Although he’s been teaching for some
time now, Mr. Coverdale said his passion
for the job hasn’t waned.

“I’ve never lost my enthusiasm for teach-
ing and being with kids.”

One of the projects at Sam Sherratt he’s
most proud of is helping raise money for
new, badly-needed playground equipment.

teacher who discovers a

Together with the school council, the play-
ground committee — headed by Mr.
Coverdale — has raised $16,000 so far.

He also heads up the chess club, risk
club, and is directing a play.

[t's his penchant for fun that makes Mr.
Coverdale want to provide the same for his
students.

“I'm in my fifth childhood,” he said.
laughing.

[f there’s one thing he hopes his students
take from his classes, he said it’s to look at
life with a sense of humour.

He recalled the time he was teaching a
lesson when he stopped in his tracks and
said to his class, “This is so boring!”

He then asked his class’s advice on how
he could make it more entertaining.

[t's his unconventional approach to
teaching that distinguishes Mr. Coverdale
in his students’ and fellow educators’ eyes.

“"He's worked hard to raise the self

esteem of his students,” said Sam Sherratt
principal Steve Fraser.

“He has a way of motivating youngsters
to not only meet academic standards, but
exceed them.”

Growing up on a farm in Wentworth
County, Mr. Coverdale said he wasn’t
known for his grades, which usually aver-
aged 1n the low sixties.

When he graduated from high school, he
was presented with two choices — take
over the farm or go to teachers college.

He enrolled in 1969.

[t was when he began training in a class-

room for the first time that Mr. Coverdale
said he knew he was meant to be a teacher.

“I thought, °I like this,” and I became one
of the top students,” he said.

When the suggestion arose that he’d be a
good school administrator, Mr. Coverdale
said he nixed the idea right away.

“I've always wanted to work with kids,
not in an office.”

Although this isn’t his first teaching
award, Mr. Coverdale said it’s among his
most treasured because it was student initi-
ated.

[t shows what he’s been trying to do —
make school fun — is working, he said.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com
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