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Are you growing weary of winter yet?

Could the next snowflake that wafts gen-
tly .down to the ground send you into a
frost-induced frenzy?

Does the very mention of an impending -
38 C wind-chill send shivers down your
spine — even before you step outside?

Although the temptation to complain
about the weather is difficult to resist, we
can count our blessings we don't live in the
blizzard-battered Maritimes.

While residents around the GTA strug-
gled with about 10 cm of snow last week-
end and more overnight Tuesday, Nova
Scotians faced between 40 to 70 cm and St.
John's, Nfld. was buried in 60 cm of the
stuff. And we dare to complain.

Exactly when did southern Ontario's
favourite winter pastime become sipping
from a glass of full-bodied whine?

As 1f tratfic gridlock i1sn't bad enough in
our densely-populated corner of the coun-
try, 1t seems a few centimetres of snow is
enough to cause some GTA motorists to
surrender their ability to think rationally
(although that appears to occur whatever
the season).

Each winter three categories of drivers
appear on our snow-covered roads; those
who over-compensate by crawling along at
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We 're movin’ on up, to the east side.
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less than half the posted speed limit, those
who ignore the obvious weather impedi-
ments and continue along at or above the
speed limit, and those who do take care to
drive according to the changing road condi-
tions.

This 1s winter in Canada. When it snows,
safe driving becomes a question of reduc-
ing your speed and increasing your braking
distance according to the severity of the
weather. However, being a safe and respon-
sible winter driver doesn't end there.

The Ontario Provincial Police reminds us
of how important it is to completely clear
your vehicle of ice and snow before driv-
Ing: be cautious on bridges and overpasses
as they tend to freeze sooner and stay
frozen longer than other sections of road;
account for longer travel times; and keep
your vehicle well maintained by checking
such things as tire pressure and windshield
washer fluid level. Don't attempt to leave
your driveway with you car roof piled high
with snow and just a small window of visi-

~ bility on your windshield.

If we try our very best to embrace winter,
while respecting the risks that come with its
extreme weather conditions, living in
southern Ontario might become bearable,
perhaps, enjoyable.

ice move comes with m

¢ Our Readers Write

T'ime has come to fluoridate Milton’s water

Dear Editor:

we'd be happy to know that our benefits of a small amount of fluor-

As new residents to the older part water is helping to provide protec- idation to children’s teeth far out-
of Milton, we wonder if we’re the tion against tooth decay. In fact, the weigh the risks associated with it.

only ones who find it somewhat World Health Organization consid-

We'd like to invite other parents

disturbing that Mayor Gord Krantz ers fluoridation of our water to be and concerned Miltonians to speak
1S happy to accept the results of a one of the most beneficial medical up and be heard about this impor-

30-year-old referendum on what we initiatives in the last century.

think about the fluoridation of our

tant issue. Perhaps if raised, our

We don’t claim to have all the voices will be heard.
water. answers about this 1ssue. However.
We're parents of three girls, and in our research we’'ve found the

Gerry Bennink and Lori Callan
Milton

Staff and students’ generosity simply overwhelming

Dear Editor:

As principals of sister schools E.C. Drury High
School and Ernest C. Drury School for the Deaf, we’d
like to thank our students and staff who gave so much
of themselves to aid the people of southeast Asia.

Often young people are criticized for their devotion
to their own personal needs rather than the needs of
others. However, a recent week of intense fundraising
to help others who literally have nothing was proof

1xed feeli

That opening line from the Jeffersons’ theme
song seems kind of appropriate for us Champion
staffers, who'll be moving east to a brand new

St. has certainly become like a second home over
the years.

At the risk of getting overly dramatic, I'll leave
these digs a whole lot different than the 20 year

that our town has raised young people with heart.
Our donation of $12,000 to the local Canadian Red
Cross chapter will hopefully bring some assistance and
hope to the tsunami victims overseas. Well done E.C.
Drury, and everyone else who supported our efforts.-

Diane Magee, principal

Ernest C. Drury School for the Deaf
Nancy Syer, principal

E.C. Drury High School
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Furthermore, I've always been fond of my
individual work space, which is almost hidden in
the back of our ground floor. It reminds me of sit-
ting at the back of the bus or classroom, where all

} office at 875 Main St. sometime in March. old- who first set foot here as a Sheridan College the cool kids reside — or so | remember.

| Even the closing line *We finally got a piece of intern on March 4, 1991, But from a big-picture perspective, The
{ the pie’ might be suitable — if we're talking ['ve been around for a great deal of touching Champion’s move is a positive one — and long
g pizza pie — since we'll be sharing occupancy of  stories — both heart-warming and tragic — and overdue. Having a non-cramped parking lot and
L the spacious building with an Italian specialty hopefully grown as a result. Oh I suppose it’s not - more spacious and climate-friendly building will
| food store. quite the same as saying goodbye to a good friend WHGEIIA AN 1IN far outweigh the extra few minutes drive I'll soon
r On a more serious note, the impending move — something I've had to do here on more than have.

E marks the end of an era for the local papers which one occasion — but if you live or work some- serious employee and mischievous prankster. I'm sure some of my co-workers are quite

has operated at our current site for more than
eight decades. I ' m not sure about the rest of the
gang, but this sports scribe’s sure to get a little bit
sentimental as the re-location draws near.

Being the only place 1've worked full-time as
an adult — not counting my six weeks exiled in
Walkerton during the spring of 1992 — 191 Main

where long enough the actual physical structure
does become somewhat meaningful.

And leaving those type of places can be quite
emotional. I still feel weird whenever I frequent
Food Port, which not so long ago was Super
Choice Country Market — where I spent six-and-
a-halt years of my youth as a combination of

S0 to state the obvious I'm somewhat torn
about the whole thing — in large part because my
drive home to and from 122 Bronte St. will soon
be doubled. Right now it’s a miniscule four min-
utes door-to-door — five with traffic — which is
about as quick a commute as I could have ever
imagined. '

excited about the new digs. Among them is
reporter Melanie Hennessey, who's convinced
she hears ghosts when alone here at night waiting
for town council meetings.

Casper and company have always been quite
friendly to me, though. Perhaps I'll ask them to
come along.




