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Committee moves to Kill appeal fee
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But other user fees poised to rise

By MELANIE HENNESSEY
The Champion

Local dog owners against
the Town’s proposed $501
fee to appeal an interim muz-
zle order breathed a small
sigh of reliet Monday night
after committee endorsed
striking 1t from the user fee
l1st.

While it will have to get final
approval from Milton council, the

administration and planning commit-
tee’s move still encouraged pitbull
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owner Julie Goodman, who attended
the meeting with other canine lovers.

“I'm glad to see that those on the
committee saw the sense in doing
away with this outrageous user fee,”
she said. “1 don’t think the average
person has $501 to file an appeal. It’s
just crazy.”

Interim muzzle orders were recent-

ly approved in the Town’s animal

control bylaw and can be issued to
owners of dogs that have bitten or
attacked a person or other domestic
animal.

“This 1s not just pertaining to pit
bulls,” Town Clerk Troy McHarg

Book our vehicle fay for
Dura-Shield under body
rust protection!

FRIDAY, JANUARY 21, 2005 $1.00 (GST included)

said. “This is a cost to appeal an
interim muzzle order than can be put
on any dog.”

He told the committee that staff

was recommending the fee to recov-
er costs associated with an appeal.
He noted if the Town was actually
gomg for tull cost recovery, the fee
would be about $545, but that num-
ver was reduced to be consistent with
other appeal costs.

This reduction brought little solace
to Ms Goodman or others concerned
with the proposed fee.

“Don't think for one minute that
the dog-loving public will feel any
better knowing that the fee was
reduced,” she said. “This is an issue
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near and dear to many pet owners’
hearts.”

Ward 2 Councillor Mark Curtis got
the discussion going around the com-
mittee table on the muzzle appeal
fee, saying it’s a lot of money for a
dog owner who may not be finan-
cially prepared to pay $501.

“l have a real concern about the
amount of money, " he said. “It seems
very steep.”

Ward 3 Councillors Jan Mowbray
and Cindy Lunau echoed similar
thoughts.

“It 1s a horrible thing to levy on
somebody,” Ms Mowbray said. “I
think 1t’s really unfair.”

* see RESIDENTS on page 15
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Former Maple Leaf
linemates and Hockey
Hall of Fame inductees
Darryl Sittler (left) and
Lanny McDonald show
their old jerseys, which
were among the items
up for grabs during the
live auction portion of
the evening at the third
annual Miilton Chamber
of Commerce Sports
Celebrity Dinner at
Glencairn Golf Club
Tuesday night. The two
served as co-keynote
speakers. See stories
and related photos of
the event on pages 5
and 21.
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* Loblaws* « IDA* * Smitty's*  Food Basics* » Canadian Tire

* Fortinos® * Future Shop* * Ashley Furniture* * Price Chopper*
* Leon’s Furniture * Sobey's” » MDG Computers » Stoney Creek*

* Acton Sobey's* » Bridai Show Kelly* » Best Buy"
*A & P” » Home Depol* » Zellers* « Sears* » Longos* » lkea*
* Neo Citran* « Shoppers Drug Mart* « lves Roches* * Radio Shack*
*SELECTED AREAS ONLY
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