Ministry’s wolf strategy
a concern, says federation

Recent postings by the Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR) on the Environmental Bill of Rights
(EBR) Registry are a cause for concern for many
Ontario farmers. i

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) sees
no reason for the MNR proposals to protect wolf and
coyote populations from hunters and trappers.

The ministry’s own calculations tell us the wolf pop-
ulation in Ontario stands at more than 8,800, making it
the largest wolf population in any North American
jurisdiction.

The OFA and the farmers regularly hit by the prey-
ing of wolves and coyotes see no scientific justifica-
tion for the implementation of closed wolf and coyote
hunting and trapping seasons.

Ontario farmers recognize the benefits of healthy
ecosystems and the role played by predators such as
wolves and coyotes in maintaining the ecosystem.
Wolves and coyotes, however, prey on farm animals
and poultry as well as deer and moose and cause
severe economic losses for farmers.

The OFA supports initiatives to develop a better sci-
entific basis for making wolt management decisions,
and reminds the MNR that appropniate decisions can 1
be made 1n an information vacuum.

Of particular concern to the OFA and its 40,000
members across Ontario 1s the MNR's decision to
extend the wolf harvest controls to coyotes.
Information gained from compensation records clear-
ly indicates that coyotes are the primary cause of 10ss-
es of livestock and poultry in Ontario.

The OFA can’t accept the MNR premise that coyotes
merit the same protection as wolves when the min-
istry’s own information states that coyotes only

appeared in Ontario at the beginning of the 20th cen- -

tury. There’s no historic reason to protect coyotes from
hunting and trapping.
The OFA can agree with the MNR’s search for effec-
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tive and low-cost options to reduce livestock losses. In
spite of all measures taken, however, wildlife preda-
tion will occur. Current compensation coverage for
wildlife predation needs to be revised and updated.

Any additional costs put on the farm community
because of this latest initiative must be met with
enhanced financial support.

Farmers must have the ability to protect and defend
their livestock. The OFA and its members aren't pre-
pared to accept the restrictions being proposed by the
MNR if they negatively limit the ability of the farmer
to respond to wolf and coyote predation.

There has been no demonstrated need for the manda-
tory reporting of wolf and coyote harvests as described
in the ministry’s EBR Registry proposal. Statistics
provided by the ministry indicate no justification to
limit the number of hunters and trappers through
mandatory licensing. The OFA is opposed to the min-
istry’s proposal to impose a limit of two hunting seals
per year on hunters and trappers.

Instead, the OFA would recommend a reasonable
limit on the number of seals made available, in partic-
ular Wildlife Management Units, and free distribution
until the limit has been reached.

The OFA will take its concerns with the MNR''s pro-
posals to government officials and encourages farmers
across the province to discuss these issues with their
elected MPP.

Harry Brander is a member of the Ontario
Federation of Agriculture executive committee.

Fishers and hunters are prone

to hypothermia.

Wear a PFD

and layered clothing.
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Did you know...

] in 5 Canadian children are
not getting the recommended
five servings of fruits and
vegetables they require daily.
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OFFERS A VARIETY OF ACID FREE PRODUCTS

e Adhesives ® Albums ¢ CardStock

e Embellishments ¢ Eyelets ¢ Stickers & Much More

"Preserve Your Memories The Right Way"

At A Price That Is Affordable For Everyone.

DON’T FORGET TO BRING

e A variety of classes are available

e FREE Cropping (donations to Breast Cancer Research

in lieu of payment would be appreciated)

e Die cutting equipment is available for customers

t]l 352 QUEEN ST. E.. ACTON 519-853-2401

(Behind Mac’s Milk, Across the Street From the Fire Hall)

We Are Not Affiliated With Creative Memories
www.scrapbookcrazy.ca
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