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ouncil sends its taxi licence

ylaw back to drawing board

By MELANIE HENNESSEY

The Champion

The controversial new taxicab
and limousine licencing bylaw put
forward by Town staff has been
sent back to the drawing board for
tweaking.

After council heard much outcry
from local taxi drivers and owners
over the proposed phasing out of
the taxi plate waiting list at last
week’s meeting, Ward 4 Councillor
John Challinor brought forward a
motion to defer the bylaw to staff
for revisions.

The waiting list holds prospec-
tive taxi brokers in the order in
which taxi plate applications are
reviewed by the Town. Currently,
one plate is permitted per 2,000
people.

The list, which has 49 names on
it, would be phased out by approv-
ing 10 owner’s plates per year until
there are no more names left.

Mr. Challinor proposed the
bylaw be revised to include a stip-
ulation that 10 taxi plates be 1ssued
immediately.

Then, Town

staff would meet

Police have

station.

At 10:30 p.m., two suspects jumped over the count-
er and removed an undisclosed amount of money from
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laid charges in connection with the
October 18 robbery at the Fifth Wheel Truck Stop gas

i

with representatives from the local
taxi industry next year to review
the remainder of the waiting list to
determine the proper plate-to-pop-
ulation ratio for 2006 and beyond,
taking into consideration taxi serv-
ice quality, accessibility and the
industry economic health.

“Today, we don’t know how
many names on that list are real,”
Mr. Challinor said. “We won't
know until they’re contacted.”

Town Clerk Troy McHarg previ-
ously explained staff wants to get
rid of the list to ensure fair market
competition in Milton.

But, William Perras, the lawyer
representing Milton taxi owners,
disagreed with that statement.

“Just because vyou have more
plates issued does not mean there
will be another brokerage,” he told
council. “It’s chaos that we’re
going to have 10 more (plates
issued) for the next four years. The
effect of abolishing the waiting list
would be catastrophic.”

Ward 2 Councillor Mark Curtis

told Mr. Perras the words he used,
like catastrophic and chaotic, have

somewhat oftended him.
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“To make an informed decision,
catastrophic doesn’t do it for me. 1
don’t know what you mean by
that,” he said. “Maybe 1t's because
of the work I do (as a priest), cata-
strophic takes on another mean-
ing.”

Mr. Perras, along with several
other local taxi drivers and owners,
requested the Town slow down the
plate issuing and defer the bylaw
until further research can be done.

Mr. Challinor noted 99 per cent
of the taxi issue revolves around
the quality of service being provid-
ed in Milton.

“Our concern is that the residents
In our community are properly
served,” he said.

At the end of the bylaw debate,
Wards 2 and 4 Councillor Ron
Furik voiced his happiness with the
new document.

“I like the bylaw. 1 think 1t’s what
we need for this community,” he
said.

The revised bylaw will come
back before council November 22

Melanie Hennessey
reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.

.Arrest made in truck stop robbery

the cash register before running out the rear door.
third man remained outside 1n a waiting car.

A 21-year-old Milton man of no fixed address has
been charged with two counts each of robbery and
breach of probation, plus disguise with intent.
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GREAT DLEALS ONIGAS
OFFERS APPLY TO VIRTUALLY ALL 2004 AND SELECT 2005 MODELS.

0% FINANCING

ON ALL P[INTIAG BUICK + GMC DEMO'S.
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Pontiac

¢ 3.5 litre 200-hp V6 engine

» 4-speed automatic with overdrive

* Remote Keyless Entry

* Air Conditioning

* Cruise Control

* 4 Wheel Disc Brakes

* 16” Twin 5-spoke Aluminum Wheels
» § Speaker CD Stereo

o Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors/Trunk
 Tilt/Telescopic Adjustable Steering Column
* Fog Lights

'05 PONTIAC MONTANA mmm

Fully equipped with DVD player, NO money
down SD due on delivery
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FINANCE
OR LEASE

Auto, air, AM/FM stereo,
tilt steering, front /rear
floor mats y o
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Plus all applicable taxes, 48 mth lease NO money down

Purchase financing on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending
on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $166.67/8277.78 for 60/36 months. Cost of borrowing 1S
$0. Total obligation is $10,000. Discounts or other incentives may be available where consumers opt for a cash purchase offer. By selecting the purchase financ-
ing offer, consumers may foregoing such discounts or other incentives which may result in a gher effective interest rate Eligible 2005 vehicles are
Cavalier/Sunfire, Grand Am GT Coupe, Venture/montana, Century. Offer not available on 2004 G-Vans (passenger, cargo and cutaway) SSR, Medium Duty Trucks
(include GMT560 Family 283 & Tilt and W-series), HD Pickups (Reg/Ext/Crew Cab 2500HD and 3500 models (pickup or chassis cab) HUMMER (all models)
Gamliac (all models). *t10fers apply as indicated to new or demanstrator modeis (2005 models only) or trade may be required. Limited quantities of 2004 mod-
els available. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in Canada. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offers which may net be combined with
other offers. *$1000. Canada Wide Clearance Bonus applied. See your dealer for details.

aCeé (905) 878-2355
PONTIAC » BUICK » CADILLAC ~ TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354
* PONTIAC ¢ BUICK * CADILLAC * GMC * PONTIAC * BUICK -
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