_;F'!H

TimY Vi
r-_-.:__ 1._l.. M

Poppy coins pay
tribute to fallen
Fage 3

e ADTO

rookie off to strong
start Page 23

Hometown IceHawks

Page 12

A METROLAND COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER VOL. 145 NO. 66

STl il o NG T R

g"‘“ SRR W S S T S N T A

By STEPHANIE THIESSEN
The Champion
A five-week police investigation has

wrapped up after three 15-year-old girls
reported missing from Milton returned

home.

As police suspected, no foul play was involved.

Det. Sgt. Don Cousens of Halton Regional
Police said two of the girls — Courtney Gale and
another whose name hasn't been released —
turned themselves in to Toronto police, who trans-
ported the pair to Milton police early Sunday
moming.

“They’ve been returned to their caregivers. They
were unharmed and in good health,” Det. Sgt.
Cousens said.

Melissa Arsenault returned home on her own
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Courtney Gale Melissa Arsenault

accord Tuesday, also in good health, he said.

The three girls were reported missing September
21 after being last seen at Milton District High
School that day.

Det. Cousens said although he's glad the investi-
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gation ended well, it's serious when families go
through this type of stress and when police
resources are stretched unnecessarily.

“We're certainly concerned anytime a young
person leaves home. It’s particularly concerning
for their caregivers when they don’t contact them,”
he said.

Milton resident Sharon Stokes said she picked
Courtney up from the Milton police station early
Sunday mormning.

“She (Courtney) said she called (police) from a
pay phone and said she was one of the girls who
was missing,” Ms Stokes said.

Courtney had been staying in Milton with the
Stokes family for the past two months so she could
attend Milton District High School, which she and
her mother thought was a better fit for her than a
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