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join the many people
who agree not to
drink alcoholic
beverages...and to
drive everyone in their
group home safely.

Retirement is the time to harvest your lifetime of hard work and dedication.
Let me assist you in getting all that you can from your crops. '

TALK TO MILTON’S RETIREMENT
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* from CONTRACTOR on page 1
Contracting Ltd., described to the court the

clearing process his company was hired to
do from April 2 to 11, 2003.

Excavators and bulldozers were used. he
explained, to knock the trees over —
which included hardwood and softwood
trees like poplar, oak and maple — and
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To find out how to Prepare For the Harvest
Of Your Life or for your free copy of
IPC’s Guide to a Comfortable Retirement,

email: driding@ipcc.org or visit our

Milton Chamber of Commerce would like to thank all of our farm market

vendors and visitors to the market for making the 2004 market the most successful

pport of the Chamber Scholarship Fund
“bacon-on-a-bun”. See you in May 2005!
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gather them in piles.

He said the clearings didn't look like they
were for farming purposes.

“If I was cutting farm fields, they would
have been rectangles or squares,” Mr. Gray
said, adding the instructions Graystone
received changed when they showed up on
the first day.
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“We were 1nitially told it was for farm-
land. But when we arrived to do it, the
instructions were different.”

T'he crew was worked 12-hour days for
10 days before being approached by bylaw
enforcer Cory Harris.

“He said we weren't allowed to take out
this bush. We stopped and removed our
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rroperty nome to more than S00 plant species

equipment and that was the last work we
did. Mr. Vastis wanted us to continue with
our contract. I said no. If I'm doing some-
thing I shouldn't be doing, 1 stop,” Mr.
Gray said.

Later in cross examination, he told
defence lawyer David Crocker that Mr.
Harris asked him what he was doing, and
he replied he was clearing for farming pur-
poses. “That’s funny, it looks like you're
building a golf course,” Mr. Gray said Mr.
Harris replied.

Davor Drobac, an engineering and con-
struction surveyor, testified he was hired by
Graystone to measure the area of nine
existing clearings and three that were
marked but not yet cleared.

The existing and potential clearings
totalled almost 11 hectares.

“No one told me what it was, but looking
at the plan with its long stretches, it looked
like maybe a future golf course,” Mr.
Drobac told the court, adding, “I’m specu-
lating. I have no proof that’s what it is.”

Brenda Axon, manager of watershed
planning services for Conservation Halton,
later testified Mr. Vastis' property was
home to more than 500 plant species, a
high number compared with other wood-
lots.

She added the woodlot was one of the
largest below the Niagara Escarpment.
allowing interior forest species to make the
area their home. It also contained a number
of rare vegetational community types.

"l would say this is the worst I've ever
seen 1n terms of destruction of habitat,”
court heard.

The proceedings continue December 2 in
Milton.

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

Join us this Saturday for the final Farmers’ Market!
Main Street frorl Martin t
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