Catholic board discusses

By HOWARD MOZEL

Special to The Champion

A 'possible government office
“supercentre” moved a step closer
to reality last Tuesday night as the
Halton Catholic District School
Board (HCDSB) voted to proceed
with a $75,000 study of the idea.

The cost will be split three ways
by the other two partners in this
potential venture — Halton Region
and the Halton District School
Board — with an eye on reporting
back next spring.

In broad strokes, the concept is
one that involves the creation of a
major multi-use campus on the
Bronte Road property currently
occupied by Halton regional head-
quarters as well as adjacent land
that’s up for sale. If it comes to
pass, the site would be a central
location that encompasses every-
thing from both school boards to
Halton region (including police
and paramedic services).

At last Tuesday’s HCDSB meet-
ing, Education Director Lou
Piovesan set the tone for debate
when he characterized this 1dea as
one of the most serious issues the
board will deal with this year.
Although it’s at the “very prelimi-
nary’ stage, said Superintendent of
Facility Management Services
Giacomo Corbacio, the project
could prove to be an important step
in solving overcrowding at the

board’s five cramped administra-
tive facilities (one of which is to be
sold) and save taxpayers money
through a host of efficiencies.

According to Superintendent of

Business Services and Treasurer
Paul McMahon, work to date clear-
ly indicates “‘significant potential
capital and operating cost savings.”

These could be realized three
ways, starting with shared facilities
such as the mailroom and council
chamber/board rooms etc.
Business support services would
range from centralized purchasing
to facilities management. Shared
“core’” business service opportuni-
ties include legal, human resources
and other areas such as finance and
technology.

This Joint Accommodation
Opportunities Strategy, as it’s offi-
cially titled, actually marks an
ambitious continuation of studies
already being carried out by the
three partners. The HCDSB'’s
ongoing feasibility study, for
example, offered several options in
addition to the central campus,
including a new building at the
existing Drury Lane site or an
office on Regional Road 25
between highways 401 and 407.
The joint site being proposed, said
Mr. Corbacio, 1s as “close as we
could have hoped for” to the latter
location.

Last Tuesday, Burlington trustee
Bob Van de Vrande opened the dis-
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proposed move to Region

cussion by saying he was con-
cerned about the speed with which
the process i1s moving, especially
considering the costs which he said
could be "huge.” He also said he
didn't want the business case to
override Catholicity.

Oakville Trustee Ed Viana
picked up on these concerns but
balked at approving phase two of
the: study that night, preferring fur-
ther discussions about the wisdom
of proceeding and spending
$25,000. “It’s a very giant step
we're doing,” he said. “I don’t
want to lose our identity.”

Mr. Corbacio replied by saying
he fully appreciates these concerns
but assured Mr. Viana that pains
will be taken throughout the
process to address them.

“This 1s an opportunity to start
from scratch and do it right,” he
said.

Mr. Piovesan tried to allay these
fears by explaining there are many
ways to halt the project at any
point, but added that phase two is
what’s necessary to fully investi-
gate the pros and cons of the con-
cepit.

“It’s a study,” he said. “You can
still say no.”

Waiting, however, could prove
disastrous, said Mr. Bailey, who
explained that the study is time-
sensitive in that the land in ques-
tion 1s up for sale.

 see TRUSTEES’ on page 14

Fresh Bread
_and Buns

Baked daily
7 days a
week!

/dozen or
10 ea.
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Regular Stura Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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GREAT DEALS ON CARS
GREAT DEALS ON GAS
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OFFERS APPI.Y 'I'II VIRTUALLY AI.I. 21!!4 AND SELECT 2005 MﬂIIEI.S

0°/o FINANGING
ON ALL Pﬂl\mnl: _BUICK + GMC DEMO'S.
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« 5 speed 2 Door V'V
* CD player * P.Sunroof
. Alum Wheels * Black

05 PONTIAC WAVE
Fas A

* 5 door hatchback
« 5 speed transmission

Purchase financing on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending
on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Exampie: $10,000 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $166.67/8277.78 for 60/36 months. Cost of borrowing is
$0. Total obligation is $10,000. Discounts or other incentives may be available where consumers opt for a-cash purchase offer. By selecting the purchase financ-
ing offer, consumers may foregoing such discounts or other incentives which may result in a higher effective interest rate. Eligible 2005 vehicles are
Cavaher/Sunfire, Grand Am GT Coupe, Venture/montana, Century. Offer not availabie on 2004 G-Vans (passenger, cargo and cutaway) SSR, Medium Duty Trucks
(include GMTS60 Family 283 & Tiit and W-series), HD Pickups (Reg/Ext/Crew Cab 2500HD and 3500 models (pickup or chassis cab) HUMMER (all models)
Cadiiac (all models). " t+0ffers apply as indicated to new or demonstrator models (2005 models only) or trade may be required. Limited quantities of 2004 mod-
els available. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in Canada. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offers which may not be combined with
mtw.fuﬁers *$1000. Canada Wide Clearance Bonus applied. See your dealer for details.
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N ¢ CAVILLAC TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354
» PONTIAC + BUICK + CADILLAC * GMC * PONTIAC * BUICK +
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