‘1wenty claims have now

been filed against daycare

By MELANIE HENNESSEY

The Champion

Although it’s been over a month
since Safe and Sound Children’s
Centre closed its doors for good in
Milton, many former employees
and parents are claiming the com-
pany still owes them money.

Ontario Ministry of Labour
Spokesperson Belinda Sutton said
20 claims have now been filed
against the centre by former
employees and are being investi-
gated, up from the six reported ear-
lier by The Champion.

“These claims, ranging from
$700 to $4,000, were for unpaid
wages, vacation and termination
pay,’ she said.

The daycare had three locations
in Milton — Thompson Road 1n
the New Life Pentecostal Church,
which shut down in July, and Pine
Street and No. 3 Sideroad, which
both closed in August.

|etters that were distributed to
parents and staff at the centres from
Executive Director Peter
Doddington and former adminis-
trator Teresa Lister indicated the
daycares were shut down due to the
divorce between Mr. Doddington
and his wife and the subsequent
freezing of the centre’s bank
accounts.

Jane Irish of Milton had her
daughter enrolled with Safe and
Sound and alleged that she was
only given one day’s notice by

phone that the centre was closing.

“Fortunately, 1 was able to
change my hours at work to pick
my daughter up from school,” she
said. “It’s just the inconvenience
more than anything else.”

She alleged that she’s still owed
$175 for a week’s daycare, plus her
original retainer fee of about $100.

“While $175 doesn’t seem like a
lot, it’s just the principle,” she said.

Local couple Roy and Karin
Ford, who had their daughter
enrolled at the Thompson Road
location, alleged that Safe and
Sound still owes them about $375
that would’ve covered 10 days of
daycare, along with the retainer
fee. Despite this, the couple still
holds a high opinion of the staff
and care their daughter received
when she was there.

“Our daughter had a good three-
and-a-half years there,” Ms Ford
said. “The women that worked
there were wonderful with her. Our
hearts go out to all of the employ-
ees who lost their jobs.”

The Champion left a phone mes-
sage for Mr. Doddington and also
delivered a letter to his home on
Friday seeking comment on the
Ministry of Labour investigation
and the allegations from parents
who used the daycare’s services.
By yesterday at press time, he had-
n't responded.

Safe and Sound 1s now subject to
a Superior Court of Justice order

winding up, or closing down, the
company. “The court order stays
any proceedings agamnst the com-
pany, such as an order to pay
wages,” Ms Sutton said.

She added that after the ministry
completes its investigation, BDO
Dunwoody of Mississauga, the lig-
uidator appointed for Safe and
Sound, will be notified of the
amounts 1n question for any money
owing.

The order states that BDO
Dunwoody 1s authorized “to pay
any debts, charges and expenses of
Safe and Sound as the lLiquidator
considers necessary or desirable
for the purposes of carrying out this
order.”

Safe and Sound has a long and
complicated history. It was initially
operated by Edwina Doddington,
but the business was put in her hus-
band Peter’s name. When the cou-
ple separated, he kept the daycare
centres and took over operating
them_with several other business
people, said Ms Doddington. .

The No. 3 Sideroad and Pine
Street locations are still up for sale
— a process that has now been
taken over by BDO Dunwoody.

Purchase offers for the buildings,
land and daycare equipment are
being accepted until October 15
with a closing date of October 28.

Melanie Hennessey can be
reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.
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Baked daily
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GREAT DEALS ON CARS
GREAT DEALS ON GAS

WHEN YOU
BUY,
FINANCE
OR LEASE
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OFFERS APPLY TO VIRTUALLY ALL 2004 AND SELECT 2005 MODELS.

0% FINANCGCING

ON ALL PMTIAC BIIIGI( + GMC DEMO'S.

‘04 SUNFIRE
) 2 DR COUPE %™

* 5 speed *2 Dnor VvV
* CD player e P.Sunroof
. Alum Wheels * Red or Black

WITH THE

270
" CHOOSE

‘05 PONTIAC WAVE
FHas A

* 5 door hatchback
* 5 speed transmission

Purchase financing on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending
on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $166.67/5277.78 for 60/36 months. Lost of borrowing IS
$0. Total obligation is $10,000. Discounts or other incentives may be avaiiable where consumers opt for a cash purchase offer. By selecting the purchase financ-
ing offer, consumers may foregoing such discounts or other incentives which may result in a higher effective interest rate. Eligible 2005 vehicles are
Cavalier/Sunfire, Grand Am GT Coupe, Venture/montana, Century. Offer not available on 2004 G-Vans (passenger, cargo and cutaway) SSR, Medium Duty Trucks
(include GMT560 Family 283 & Tilt and W-series), HD Pickups (Reg/Ext/Crew Cab 2500HD and 3500 models (pickup or chassis cab) HUMMER (all modeis)
Cadillac (all models). *110ffers apply as indicated to new or demonstrator models (2005 modeis only) or trade may be required. Limited quantities of 2004 mod-

els available Offers apply to qualified retai! customers in Canada. Dealers are Iree 1o set individual prices. Limited ime offers which may not be combined with

other offers. *$1000. Canalla Wide Clearance Bonus applied. See your dealer for details W
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.  TOLL FREE 1-868-876-2354
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