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‘Rise in counterfeit money

seen locally, a lot at Slots

By STEPHANIE THIESSEN
T'he Champion

Counterfeit money is on the rise,
and nowhere is this more obvious
than at Slots at Mohawk Racetrack,
where state-of-the-art detectors sel-
dom let fakes slip through the
cracks.

“Halton Police are requested, on
a frequent basis, to investigate per-
sons with counterfeit currency,
which 1s the quickest growing
offence type,” reads a report sub-
mitted last month by Halton
Regional Police superintendent
Mike Kingston to town council.

The report noted police respond-
ed to calls regarding suspected
counterfeit money in the Mohawk
area about 208 times in the first six
months of this year. The vast
majority of calls were to Slots at
Mohawk rather than the racetrack.

The value of the counterfeit bills
seized from January to June this
year was $4,240, Staff Sgt. Larry
Masson said.

During the first six months last
year, Halton police responded to
about 164 counterfeit calls at the
casino, making for a nearly 27 per
cent increase In the number of

counterfeit calls police responded
to at Mohawk this year over last.
“Our service calls in the area
have multiplied significantly since
Staff Sgt.

the casino opened,”
Masson said.
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Although it's possible a few of
those calls this year and last could
have been to places in the vicinity

Mohawk and not the facility
itself, and a couple could have been
calls for other reasons, the vast
majority would have been to the
slots facility when counterfeiting
was suspected, Staff Sgt. Masson
said.

“Ninety-nine, if not 100 per cent
of the counterfeit money occur-
rences would have been at the casi-
no,” he said of the Guelph Line
facility in Campbellville, which
opened 1n 1999,

Each time a counterfeit bill is
reported to police, an officer must
attend in person, seize the money
and do the required paperwork,
taking up valuable time, Staff Sgt.
Masson said.

Superintendent Kingston said the
reason there seems to be more
counterfeit money at Mohawk than
anywhere else around town 1s the
sheer volume of cash being circu-
lated and Mohawk’s high-tech
detection system.

“Mohawk has a very sophisticat-
ed money verification system,” he
said, likening the issue of counter-
feiting to an iceberg — the visible
part of the peak represents counter-
feit money found at Mohawk,
while the part of the iceberg under
water is all the phony currency not
detected at other places.
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Every time an officer 1s called to
Mohawk to investigate a potential
fake bill, 1t takes about an hour of
the ofticer’s time, he said.

Most times when people are
apprehended at Mohawk in con-
nection with counterfeit money,
they're found to be innocent, not
realizing the money was fake,
Superintendent Kingston said.

“We don’t see a lot of rewards in
the form of arrests,” he said,
adding, “It takes a lot of investigat-
ing to get to the point where we
know who made it (the money).”

He said the problem will most
likely get worse.

“With the strength of computers
and printers, it will probably
climb,” he said, adding,
“Counterfeiting 1s an epidemic
across Canada.”

The numbers at Mohawk, he
said, while high, are fairly typical
of what's going on in other slot
facilities across Canada.

Theresa Roncon, spokesperson
for Slots at Mohawk Racetrack,
said in a facility with such a large
amount of money changing hands,
it’s a reality that some of the bills
will be phony. “In terms of 1f it's an
issue, any counterfeit money 1s an
issue, but we have highly-trained
staff and detection devices.”

Stephanie Thiessen can be

reached at sthiessen@miltoncana-
dianchampion.com.

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

doz. or
15 each
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Flegular Sture I-qurs
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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GREAT DEALS ON CARS
GREAT DEALS ON GAS
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OFFERS APPLY Tﬂ VIHTIIAI.I.Y Al.l 2@4 AHII SELECT 2005 MODELS.

0% FINANGING
ON ALL PUNTIA BUICK + GMC DEMO'S.

‘04
SUNFIRE COUPE

* 5 speed

‘05 PONTIAC WAVE el

* 5 door hatchback
¢ O speed transmission

ly nay be required. Monthly payment and cos
i varv depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example 000 at 0% APR, the monthly

7/8277 .78 tor 60/36 months. Cost of borrowing | nis $10.000. Dis r’““qTL' DF LR 1
for a cash purchase offer. By selecting the purchase financing {'r“-." CONsSumers

nay foregoing such discounts or other incentives whiCh may result in a nigner enective interest | Eligible 2005 vehicies
are Cavalier/Sunfire, Grand A'n GT Coupe, Venture/montana, Century. Offer not available on ”““" G-Vans (passenger, Cargo
and cutaway) SSR, Medium Duty Trucks (include GMT560 Family ?&J & Tilt and W-series), HD Pn I-w :P ag/Ext/Crew Cab
2500HD and 3500 models (pickup.or chassis cab) HUMMER (all models) CadiMac (all models). * t30ffers apply as indicated
to new or demonstrator modeis (2005 models only) or trade may be required. Limited quantities of 2004 modeis available
Offers apply to qualified retail customers in Canada. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offers which may
not be combined with other offers. *$1000. Canada Wide Clearance Bonus applied. See your dealer for details

H. —
LOCATION and |
ﬂﬂm

(905 878-235

"TOLL FREE 1-888-578-2354
« PONTIAC -smcmcamu.nc GMC * PONTIAG * BUICK
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