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Regional council endorses
response to the Province’s
growth management strategy

By MELANIE HENNESSEY
The Champion

A municipal and regional
response paper to the Province’s
growth management strategy has
been endorsed by Halton council
and 1s off to the Minister of Public
Infrastructure Renewal today.

The strategy came forward this
summer through a discussion paper
entitled ‘Places to Grow: Better
Choices, Brighter Future’, a docu-
ment aimed at stopping urban
sprawl and focusing compact
development on 11 priority urban
centres and 15 emerging urban
centres.

Milton and Burlington’s cores
have been listed as emerging urban
centres and downtown Oakville a
priority urban centre.

Regional and municipal staff

prepared a joint submission to the
discussion paper, taking into con-
sideration input from the public
and councillors.

Halton Director of Planning and
Transportation Jane Clohecy pre-
sented highlights of the submission
to regional council Wednesday.

Generally, the document 1s sup-
portive of what the Province 1s
doing, but staff have concerns
about the future growth area that
has been identified, a strip running
across southern Ontario that cuts
through an area designated for
agriculture between Burlington
and Oakville.

“The main concern 1s that
they’ve identified too much urban
land within those boundaries for a
30-year plan,” Ms Clohecy said at
a meeting earlier this month on the
discussion paper. “There's really
no planning rationale.”

The paper suggests the future
growth area be removed from the
plan altogether and that defining
new urban boundaries should be
left up to municipalities.

The response paper also said the
Province ‘should set public transit
as its first priority 1n investing in

public infrastructure and that the
strategy would be best delivered
through regional and local official
plan policies.

“I don’t agree with everything,
but 1 can live with 1it,” said
Burlington Mayor and Regional
Councillor Rob Maclsaac of the
response paper.

Council members once again
heard presentations suggesting that
growth pressures could be redirect-
ed from other regions to Halton
and the Region should embrace it.

“Halton has a unique opportunity
in the future to become a relatively
substantive employment hub in the
GTA., if council wishes,” said Neil
Rodgers of the Urban
Development Institute/Ontario.

Burlington and  Regional
Councillor John Taylor was quick
to voice his opinion that the growth
called for in the plan shouldn't
have to be accepted by the Region.

One part debated

One part of the staff recommen-
dation caused lengthy debate,
which stated that when the growth
strategy and greenbelt plan are
finalized, staff will report back on
the realignment of the official plan
to ensure consistency with the new
provincial mandates.

Mr. Taylor put forward an
amendment to the recommenda-
tion for staff to report back on the
implications of the plan and what
courses of action, including legal
remedies, the Region should
undertake to ensure the regional
vision 1s achieved.

“We have prided ourselves in
Halton in having an urban structure
plan,” said Mr. Taylor. “"The gov-
ernment is proposing taking the
area below the escarpment and
making it available for urban
development. It 1s a massive
change. It’'s completely different
than our vision.”

But, Burlington and Regional
Councillor Mike Wallace said he

thought the amendment was word-
ed too strongly.

"l find this amendment slightly
threatening,” he said.

In a recorded vote, Mr. Taylor
was the only person to support the
amendment.

Burlington and  Regional
Councillor Carol D’Amelio then
put forward an amendment to Mr.
Taylor’s amendment, taking out
the wording about legal remedies.

But, after more council discus-
sion, she decided to withdraw it.
Mr. Taylor tried to reintroduce it,
but couldn’t get anyone to second
the motion.

In the end, council endorsed the
original staff recommendation.

The topic also came up at
Milton’s administration and plan-
ning standing committee Monday
night, where some councillors
voiced their concerns and displeas-
ure with the provincial initiative.

Wards 1 and 3 Councillor Barry
Lee said it’s one of the most disap-
pointing things he’s seen since he’s
been on council and that 1t disre-
gards the Halton urban structure
plan.

“This pays no regard to it what-
soever,” he said. ““There’s an agen-
da here I don’t think we fully
understand.”

Ward 4 Councillor John
Challinor, who recently brought
forward a resolution at council
calling on the federal government
to review its immigration policy,
said the growth plan should be set
aside for now until the policy is
reviewed.

He said the document fails to
deal with the challenges growth

presents and makes a number of

assumptions, such as that money
will magically appear to support
infrastructure.

Melanie Hennessey can be
reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.

‘Construction to start on new

public school in the east end

[t’s another sign of growth.

An official ground-breaking cer-
emony will take place Monday
morning for a new public elemen-
tary school.

The ceremony will be held at 11
a.m. at 850 Bennett Blvd., where
the new school will be built 1n the

town's east end.

This new school is being built to
address growth in Halton 1n accor-
dance with the Halton District
School Board's Capital Strategic
Plan.

Construction will begin immedi-
ately said board officials, with the

official opening being anticipated
for next September.

To get to the school site, take
Derry Road to Thompson Road
South, and turn south. Tum east
onto Yates Drive and take it to
Bennett Boulevard. Turn south to
the site.
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Product: Panasonic 50° Widescreen LCD Rear Projection TV PT50LC13
10032308 This product appears incorrectly on pg. 11 of our September
17th fiyer. The advertised model should be the Panasonic 50° DLP
Projection TV (PTS0DL54: 10045220) at $4499 with a $450 gift card
For customers interested in a Panasonic 50° LCD TV, there is a Fanasonic
50" LCD TV (PTS0LC14. 10044911) available for $3999 .99

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this
may have caused our valued customers

chicken cross
the road?

S ———————

\Y/
3,
£

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC CARE

e under my roof

AN

/ join the many people
‘?ﬁnigﬁnhg:f 3 1 [ Martin Street, Milton
\‘I
RN bevrages..and (905) 878-5165
~ drive everyone in their

Pack it light — wear it right

group home safely.
Backpacks

R To live longer.

By walking

acress the road,

the chicken

E:g}fh?ef - * Polish sausages * Variety of cold cuts
* Delicious breads & « Fine pastries &

and lungs.. dite sakas -

and a positive * Home-made « Sandwiches made to S8

attitude. perogies order and much, S
* Cabbage rolls much more...

Sharing @

Healthier

885 Main St. East, Unit #3, Mllton * 905-693 0913
M-W 10am-7pm » Thurs-Fri S3am-8pm « Sat Sam-6pm

| 46L V8, auto O/D, air, pw, pl, cruise + tilt, alum wheels, leather seats, P i -
-1 Mach 1000 audio-sytem, p.driver seat, rear spoiler, satin silver ext.

| Only 10,500 km. Balance of Ford factory warranty. Stk M3016.
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I.N}II.N TOWN CAR CARTIER (COMPANY DEMO)

4 V8, auto, air, pw, pl, p.seats, p.moonroof, cruise & tilt, 6 disc CD changer, Alpine
i audio system, alum wheels, stone leather trim. Only 2,500 km. Balance of Lincoln -
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i 5.4 V8, auto, air, pw, pl, p.seats, cruise & tile, p.moonroof, safety canopy, alum wheels, |
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people of any age.

Ontario’s new free vaccines will protect kids

The government of Ontario is helping kids stay safe from chicken pox and meningococcal meningitis, and helping
vaccinations to the routine immunization schedule. Here's how it works:

e Vaccines for chicken pox and meningococcal meningitis are now available for one-year-old children in Ontario born on or after
e Starting in January 2005, 5-year-olds who haven't had chicken pox can also get the vaccine, as well as high-risk

* Also starting in January 2005, 12-year-olds, 15- to 19-year-olds and high-risk people of any age will be eligible for free
meningococcal meningitis vaccinations.

For more information, talk to your doctor or local public health unit. Call 1-877-234-4343. TTY 1-800-387-5559.
Or visit HealthyOntario.com.
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