Students are just getting back to school.
so grading hasn't started yet for them.
However, the situation
Ontario’'s government.

Premier Dalton McGuinty and his
Liberal government have been in power
for more than 10 months, and like others
In society, Ontario's farmers have been
paying close attention to their efforts and
the results to date.

Many have raised questions about the
government's effectiveness at keeping
promises. During the election campaign,
Agriculture and Food (OMAF) was
described by Dalton McGuinty as a lead
ministry if they were elected. At the
Ontario Federation of Agriculture, we
were looking forward to that promise
becoming reality.

After a summer of budget cuts and dif-
ficult consultations, we're asking, "What
happened?" Perhaps the first clue that this
promise was soon to be forgotten was
when the government announced the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food was
being replaced by the Ministry of the
Environment for purposes of enforcing
the Nutrient Management Act and its reg-
ulations.

Even in the face of this change, Ontario
tarmers and their organization weren't
easily discouraged. We continued to seek
constructive dialogue with the govern-
ment through what turned out to be a hec-
tic schedule of consultations — consulta-
tions now viewed by some insiders as an
attempt to disguise another agenda.

With these issues and a number of other
disappointments now  behind us,
Ontario's farmers, usually generous and
torgiving, would be inclined to tell
Premier McGuinty and his colleagues
they are grading less than satisfactory.

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture
believes Ontario's farmers deserve better
from their government. After all, much of
rural Ontario depends on a successful

1s different for

agricultural economy, and agriculture has
long been recognized as the second

largest economic driver in the province
What has prompted our fall from favour
with the people this province elected last
October?

Farmers continue to be the environ-
mental stewards of the bulk of Ontario's
lands. This fact became a feature of the
recent report from the province's
Greenspace Task Force. That report calls
for agricultural lands and other remaining
green spaces to be preserved for the cul-
tural and recreational use of others in the
province.

There's an economic cost to that for
farmers. There's also an economic cost to
farmers 1f they find their lands designated

Hop On Board
With School
Bus Safety.

While vou're on the school bus,
follow these simple safety rules:

* Remain seated throughout the ride.

o Keep vour arms, hands and head
inside the bus.

e Keep vour belongings away from the
aisle.

e |)o not

loud noises or sudden

. : St
the bus driver with
movements.
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“What happened?’
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tor agriculture use only. Developers
would pay much more for those acres
than the production of food can return to
the farmers in today's economy, so the
Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA)
has called on the government for meas-
ures to protect the viability of farming for
future generations.

We have no assurances from this gov-
ernment that this will happen. There's
been no solid indication from govern-
ment officials that they even recognize
the issues the OFA has been communicat-
Ing to them.

Some of the solutions the OFA and its
coalition partners have taken to the min-
ister of agriculture and food, as reason for
farmers to comply with the Nutrient
Management Act, have been the cost of
that compliance being affordable, a
demonstrated need for the objectives of
that compliance, and a science-based
approach in the formation of the regula-
tions.

Were waiting for the OMAF to get
back to us with constructive dialogue
aimed at moving this issue forward. The
uncertainty left in the minds of Ontario's
tarmers about the Nutrient Management
Act and so many other unresolved issues
tacing farmers is cause for a sub-par
grade 1n this category as well.

The OFA would like to be able to give
the province's government a better grade
for its treatment of agriculture, but before
that can happen, this government must be
more open and forthright in its dealings
with farmers. The government needs to
earn the confidence of farmers.

Paul Mistele is a member of the

Ontario Federation of Agriculture execu-
tive committee.
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TALK TO MILTON’S RETIREMENT PLANNING SPECIALIST

Whether your dreams are simple or grand, most people imagine a future free of
financial worries. Achieving this ideal, however, requires planning. You need input,
direction and advice tailored to your particular financial circumstances and mindful
of your long-term aspirations. Effective wealth management and the opportunity

\ve your dream are as close as your Miltton Retirement Planning Specialist.
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we believe-oo in helping.

Anyone. Anywhere.

PLEASE GIVE 1-888-321-3433
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(formerly the Gold Connection)
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Douglas Riding
BA, CFP, FMA

lo find out how to Live Your Dream
or for your free copy of
IPC’s Guide to a Comfortable Retirement,
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Investment
Planning Counsel
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