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By MELANIE HENNESSEY
The Champion

About five years ago, Oakville resident Bozena Labocha left her
husband and fled to a women’s shelter with her two children. She
couldn’t speak English, and she didn’t even have a high school
diploma.

While Ms Labocha's situation 1s heartbreaking to hear, local res-
idents got to see the happy ending and how Ontario Works turned
her life around Tuesday afternoon at the Halton Regional Centre,
where Ontario Works launched 1ts new orientation video.

The film tells the story of nine current and former recipients of
Ontario Works assistance throughout Halton and shows how the
system got them back on their feet.

The video, aimed at new Ontario Works applicants, emphasizes
that it’s more than just a financial assistance program — it also
helps people get an education and get back out into the workforce.

“I think the i1dea of Ontario Works being just welfare 1s a mis-
conceived 1dea. It’s not just the money you’re provided with —
you're provided with the support and ability to improve yourself
and to be able to move on,” said Sue Bond of Burlington.

Ms Bond was a single parent with no income or employment
experience when she enlisted the help of Ontario Works. “I
thought 1 was going to be a housewife for the rest of my life.”

Within two years, Ms Bond became a registered practical nurse
and 1s now working at the Brant Centre.

“Now, | know who I want to be. I'm a better mother,” she said.

For Mohammed Akbari of Oakville, Ontario Works helped him
gain Canadian experience necessary to get into the job force.

Mr. Akbari fled Afghanistan with his young family and spent 10
years in a refugee camp. Although he’s a civil engineer by trade,
he wasn’t able to convince potential employers of his credentials
because they 're foreign.

Through a community placement in Halton's public works
department, Mr. Akbari has been able to get valuable local experi-
ence under his belt.

“I am happy to the extent that I am exposed to new things, new
technologies, new methods, computer operations, things like that,”
he said.

Today, Ms Labocha is fluent in English, has a high school diplo-
ma, a college diploma in business administration and finance and
1s working at the Region’s Business Development Centre through
a placement.

“The reason was for my children.... a future for my children,”
she said of her hard work.

The video participants also had many tidbits of advice and pos-
itive thoughts for new Ontario Works applicants.

“Keep an open mind,” said Ms Bond. “This isn't the end of the
world — it’s just the beginning. |

Melanie Hennessey can be reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.

Halton Child and Youth Services

Temporarily moving services
from 443 Centennial Forest Drive in Milton.

Our WALK-IN CLINIC will be held at

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH

123 Main Street East in Milton

(parking and access to church on Main Street only)

Every Wednesday, 12 noon to 5:30pm.

Appointment times and location of meetings
for current clients to be arranged through their therapists.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL

9(5-875-2575 (Press )

£

B Dr. Sven Bacchus

Certified Orthodontic Specialist

Smiles
that last a

Lifetime

DDS, MSc., BSc., FRCD(C)
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‘Halton Region launches OUntario VWorks video
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Photo by RON KUZYK

From left, celebrating the video launch are Burlington Regional Councillor Rick Craven along with video participants
Sue Bond, Bozena Labocha and Mohammad Akbari.

SUITES STILL AVAILABLE
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at Erin Mills

join the many people
who agree not to
drink alcoholic
beverages...and to
drive everyone in their
group home safely.
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OPEN HOUS 4620 Kimbermount Ave.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18" 2004 =
Mississauga, ON

11:00am - 3:00pPm
905.816.9169

Tour and tea.

Safety & Security
Freedom & Independence ~ Fuj service renta

At Amica we have found the balance — all wrapped up Elegant restaurant
in the luxury of resort-style living. Imagine personal gtyle dining
assistance 24/7 without compromising your freedom

Wellness a Vitality

and independence. Isn't this the lifestyle you've fitness programs

always wanted, the lifestyle you deserve?

www.amica. ca

A WELLNESS AND VITALITY RESIDENCE

Now accepting
new patients!

Braces for Children & Adults

311 Commercial Street-Suite 209-Milton

Tel.905.875-2995

Orthodontics atl ¢

» flexible payment plans » free consultations

* no referral necessary « call to book your consultation
» doctor on duty on Saturdays & Mondays

« office open Mon., Wed., Fn., Sat.




