‘Multi-cultural group upset Response expected Wed.

by immigration resolution

By MELANIE HENNESSEY
The Champion

A recent resolution tabled by
Ward 4 Councillor John Challinor
on immigration has received strong
reaction from the North Halton
Cultural Awareness Council.

Mr. Challinor is calling on the
federal government to review its
immigration policy, identifying it
as the “root cause” of residential
growth in the GTA that’s putting a
strain on municipalities’ ability to
maintain and develop infrastruc-
ture and services.

But North Halton Cultural
Awareness Council board member
Judy Scannell said immigration
isn’t to blame for the population
explosion. _

“He assumes that this rapid
growth is mainly a direct result of
the 125,000 new immigrants who
arrive in the GTA each year,” she
said. “The implication is that new
immigrants to Canada are con-
tributing to the immediate growth
being experienced in the town of
Milton. Yes, it is true that some
new immigrants are coming to
Milton, but these are very few.
Blaming new immigrants for the
construction of new housing makes
no sense whatsoever.”

She said that developers build
homes in Milton because there’s a
large job market that will attract
homebuyers.

But, Mr. Challinor said the infor-
mation in his resolution isn’t an
assumption, it’s a fact.

“It’s not my opinion. The fact 1s
Canada’s existing population is not
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reproducing quickly enough to
provide us with the growth num-
bers that we’re seeing,” he said.

He added that he’s not blaming
new Canadians for anything.

“Again, they have misconstrued
the purpose of the resolution,” he
said.

He explained that he wanis 1o
make the immigration policy issue
a focal point for debate by
Canadians, municipalities and the
federal and provincial govern-
ments, along with bringing it to the
attention of the upper levels of gov-
ernment that they have an obliga-
tion to help offset the cost of
growth.

Meanwhile, Ms Scannell said
that land use planning is the topic
that should be looked at.

“Immigration is not the issue that
needs to be tackled here,” she said.
“Changes need to be made in the
way land use planning is conduct-
ed, and in the way decisions about
growth are made with limited com-
munity input.”

She added that with Canada’s
declining birth rate and aging pop-
ulation, new immigrants are essen-
tial to help ensure the availability
of a skilled labour force down the
road.

At a recent council meeting, Mr.
Challinor explained that he's not
advocating no immigration.

“The question is not one of who
should be permitted to settle in
Canada. Rather, the question is one
of how many should be permitted
to settle in Canada,” he said. "1
hope it’s not misinterpreted by any-
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body.”

He said that so far, he’s received
no complaints on his resolution,
just positive feedback that “finally,
somebody is standing up.”

Mr. Challinor explained the
rationale behind his resolution in a
letter to council.

It read that for more than a
decade “as a direct consequence of
federal immigration policy, almost
1.5 million new Canadians have
settled in the GTA, requiring that
communities like Milton enter into
exhaustive, fiscally complex and
long-term residential and commer-
cial/industrial development plan-
ning and financing initiatives to
host supportive housing and
employment development so that
these new Canadians might settle
here.”

[t went on to say that, “Required
by law to develop, finance and
maintain infrastructure and pro-
gram solutions to the challenges
created by 125,000 new Canadians
settling each year in the GTA, the
Province and its municipalities find
themselves at one of three stages:
at risk of the breaking point finan-
cially, at the breaking point finan-
cially or broken financially.”

The resolution, which council
supported, called for the prime
minister to establish a royal com-
mission on immigration with a
one-year mandate to review the

federal government’'s current
immigration policy.
Melanie Hennessey can be

reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.
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“negative impact.”

e from HALTON on page 1
“Challenge the need to have the
degree of growth that’s posed exclusive-
ly aimed at the Greater Golden
Horseshoe,” he said. “Have it aimed
elsewhere to where it needs it more and
could actually handle it with much less

to come before regional council
‘Wednesday. A draft of the submission
shows that staff think it’s a good docu-
ment, but want to remind the Province
that the growth management stralegy
would be best delivered through region-
al and local official plan policies.

Melanie Hennessey can be reached at
mhennessey@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.

A response to the discussion paper
from regional and municipal staff is set

{20 Milton Blue Thunder Air Cadets

T’S FREE! IT'S FUN!

Open to everyone
ages 12-18!

» Free Training in Aeronautics and
Theory of Flight Program

« Glider Flying Program - fly in a glider for free

+ Free Pilot Ground School Training

« Free Flying Model Aircraft Club Open. HOU?&

+ Free Air Rifle Training & Registration

+ Precision Drill Team & Band Tuesday September 21
» Free summer camp with pay 7-9pm

* Free uniforms
» Free fun and friendship!

Milton District High School
JOIN NOW!

TRAINING FOR LEADERSHIP « EFFECTIVE SPEAKING ¢ AIR CREW SURVIVAL « INSTRUCTIONAL TRAINING TECHNIQUES
‘For more information call: Commanding Officer - Capt. A. Thomson (305) 808-3561 or Mr. B. Muir (305) 875-1510

October is Women'd History Wontk!

To celebrate this special month...The Canadian Champion will be
running a contest in honour of special women who have helped form
Canada’s history.

We are asking students and youngsters to do one of the following
based on the topic “What Canadian Woman in History most inspires
you?”

Postei' Contest - Ages 6 to 12 Years

Essay Contest - Ages 13 - 18 Years
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Contest Rules' - Poster Size 8.5x11 size
paper, Essay 500-1200 words. Please describe
the woman in Canadian History, her accomplishments, hardships and
hurdles she had to overcome and why she inspires you.

Prizes A Gift Certificate to Milton Mall will be awarded g
to the 1st and 2nd place winners in both age
gories. é

S,

Deadline for entries is September 24. The winning Won v
entries will be published in a Special Feature in the we |
October 5/04 edition of the Canadian Champion. 4 .

If you have any questions please contact Joice at the
Canadian Champion at 905-878-2341 ext. 241.

Yo 244 & ‘- Submit entries to
* mn’lu]n 191 Main St. E., Milton L9T 4N9Y

Full contest rules available on reques
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