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Ban owners, not dogs

We’ll say up front that we’re not fans
of pitbulls. These dogs, over the years,
have been bred to be aggressive, have
10 times the strength of most other dogs
and will fight to the death.

Even in the case of the most recent pit-
bull attack in Toronto in which a man
was mauled by two pitbulls he was
walking for their owner, it took 16 bul-
lets from police officers’ guns to stop
the beasts.

These dogs have the potential to be
killing machines.

That said, Ontario Attorney General
Michael Bryant is wrong to be consider-
ing a province-wide ban on the breed.

For starters, pitbulls aren’t a breed, but
a collection of breeds. Should a ban then
cover mutts? Bull terriers? Cross-
breeds?

A recent federal study on dog bites
indicated that the four breeds most like-
ly to bite are German shepherds, cocker
spaniels, rottweilers and golden retriev-
ers. Should we ban these breeds?

The problem with pitbulls lies not
with the dogs, but with the owners who
have these dogs solely because of their
aggressive nature. There are many good
owners of pitbulls and it would be
wrong to penalize them because of the
stupidity and irresponsibility of bad
OWNeErs.

Rather than making political hay with
a cry to ban the pitbulls, politicians like
Bryant and Toronto Mayor David Miller
should push for laws that, pardon the
pun, have some bite.

[rresponsible dog owners and breed-
ers should be charged criminally — jail
time, if warranted — for attacks by their
dogs. Municipal politicians, if they truly
believe there’s a problem with dog
attacks, should consider bylaws that
require dogs of certain sizes and/or
breeds, be muzzled and leashed when
outside. Owners not complying should
face significant fines.

Punishing bad owners, not their dogs,
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makes sense to us.
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The Canadian Champion, published every Tuesday and Friday at 191
Main St. E.. Milton, Ont., L9T 4N9 (Box 248), is one of The Metroland
Printing, Publishing & Distributing Ltd. group of suburban companies which
includes: Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, Alliston Herald/Courier, Barrie
Advance. Bolten Enterprise, Brampton Guardian, Burlington Post, Burlington
Shopping News, City Parent, City of York Guardian, Collingwood/Wasaga
Connection. East York Mirror, Erin Advocate/Country Routes, Etobicoke
Guardian. Flamborough Review, Forever Young, Georgetown
Independent/Acton Free Press, Halton Business Times, Huronia Business
Times, Lindsay This Week, Markham Economist & Sun, Midland/Penetang-
uishene Mirror. Miton Shopping News, Mississauga Business Times,
Mississauga News, Napanee Guide, Nassagaweya News, Newmarket/Aurora
Era-Banner. Northumberiand News, North York Mirror, Oakville Beaver,
Oakville Shopping News, Oldtimers Hockey News, Orillia Today,
Oshawa/Whitby/Clarington/Port Perry This Week, Peterborough This Week,
Picton County Guide, Richmond Hill/Thornhill/Vaughan Liberal, Scarborough
Mirror. Stouffville/Uxbridge Tribune.

Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of a typo-
graphical error, that portion of the advertising space occupied by the erro-
neous item, together with a reasonable allowance for signature, will not be
charged for, but the balance of the advertisement will be paid for at the appli-
cable rate. The publisher reserves the right to categorize advertisements or
decline.

Editorial and advertising content of The Canadian Champion is protected

by copyright. Unauthorized use is prohibited.
The Milton Canadian Champion is a Recyclable Product
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&% Our Readers Write

Dear Editor:

It goes without saying that many
Miltonians are glad to have read
that Halton MP Gary Carr is now
spearheading a petition against the
potential for an intermodal terminal
to be established in south rural
Milton.

It now bears asking why our
MPP, town councillors and mayor
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didn’t take on and champion such
an important action.

Also, why didn’t our regional
politicians act on this important
issue either?

I’'m sure they’ll all be lining up
now to jump on the opposition
bandwagon orchestrated by Mr.
Carr, but many of us will remember
who actually led the charge at the

next election.

Gold-star accolades to Mr. Carr
and the Residents Affected by
Intermodal Lines (RAIL) for stand-
ing tall and speaking up for the
majority of Miltonians.

You're making a difference.
Thank you.

Bob Beyette
Campbellville

Coverage of Humane Society was a great help

Dear Editor:

On behalf of the Oakville and District Humane
Society Board of Directors, I'd like to thank The
Champion for its recent coverage of our facility.

We’ve received many positive responses to the story
that ran about the overcrowding challenges we’ve

faced this summer.

The Champion has helped Milton residents better
understand the work we do here at the shelter, and the

results have been remarkable.

Thanks to the support from community newspapers

like The Champion — and to Milton residents who
continue to give generously to our charity — many
animals have found new homes, while others remain
well cared for in our shelter.

We appreciate the important role that the newspaper

has played in helping us through this difficult time.

Thanks again for the support.
Diana Aikin, president, Board of Directors

Oakville and District Humane Society

E-mail all your letters to the editor to miltoned@haltonsearch.com.
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by Steve Nease

20 PM-That 70's
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