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as town continues to grow

By MELANIE HENNESSEY
The Champion

While school has only been in
for one week, it’s already easy to
see that Milton’s population explo-
sion has the town’s newest public
school bursting at the seams.

The hordes of young families
with school-aged children moving
into new homes in Milton’s east
end have filled Chris Hadfield
School to almost twice its capacity.

At the new school that opened
last September, enrolment that
exceeds capacity and temporary

building additions have become a

necessity to accommodate the
growth the town 1s experiencing.

Principal Rick Nodwell reported
that by the end of last week, enrol-
ment was sitting at 1,138, well
above the 650-pupil capacity.

“We knew that we were going to
grow as a new school,” he said.
“But, we’ve been able to find a
spot for everybody. We basically
utilized every single space.”

Since the school opened last
September, a 10-classroom addi-
tion and four portables have
already been added to the facility to
make room for the extra students.

And, Mr. Nodwell predicts the
school hasn’t seen the end of enrol-
ment increases.

“We’ll probably continue to
grow,” he said. “We have some
(students) coming in November
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“and December.”

Halton Trustee Paul Tate said he
predicted that Chris Hadfield
would have more students than
what the Halton District School
Board had expected for this year,
which was 1,017.

“It’s no surprise to me that we're
in this situation,” he said.
“Nothing’s going to stop growth.
These folks are coming, and we
can’t stop it.”

Mr. Tate said he plans to bring a
motion to the school board soon to
form a committee that looks at
accommodating students.

While Guardian Angels Catholic
Elementary School opened its
doors last week in Milton, it hasn’t
seen quite the enrolment boom that
Chris Hadfield has.

Principal Sonia Bien said they’ve
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had about 50 more students enrol
since the school opened last
Tuesday, bringing the student pop-
ulation up to about 700. The
school’s capacity 1s 598.

“Right now, we're accommodat-
ing everybody,” she said. “The
enrolment will increase throughout
the year as (mortgages) close.”

She said the school site 1s
approved for portables, which will
most likely be needed as the school
population grows.

Around town at schools that have

been in Milton for some time, Mr.
Tate said the school board has seen
a bit of growth in student popula-
tions, leading to facility additions
such as a new portable at E-W.
Foster School.

“We are seeing more kids com-
ing into some existing schools
too,” he said.

Chris Hadfield school will see
some relief next September when
another public school opens in
Milton on Bennett Boulevard.

Halton District School Board
Manager of Planning Elaine
Westerhof said the school will be
designed to accommodate 650 stu-
dents and will also have a 10-room
temporary addition put on in its
second year.

“Children in Chris Hadfield now

will be redirected to the new
* see BOARD on page 4
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Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
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APPLY mvv ALL 2004 AND SELECT 2005 MODELS.

0% FINANCING ON ALL PONTIAC,
BUICK + GMC DEMO’S.

HURRY IN ONLY 28 14 LEFT +
THEY ARE GOING FAST!

Cash Purchase Price

21,995

Purchase financing on approved GMAC credit only. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly { > BNDS -
of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0% APH the munthly
payment is $166.67/8277.78 for 60/36 months. Cost of borrowing is $0. Total obligation is $10,000. Discounts or other incen-
tives may be available where consumers opt for a cash purchase offer. By selecting the purchase financing offer, consumers
may foregoing such discounts or other incentives which may result in a higher effective interest rate. Eligible 2005 vehicles
are Cavalier/Sunfire, Grand Am GT Coupe, Venture/montana, Century. Offer not available on 2004 G-Vans (passenger, cargo
and cutaway) SSR, Medium Duty Trucks (include GMT560 Family 283 & Tiit and W-series), HD Pickups (Reg/Ext/Crew Cab
2500HD and 3500 models (pickup or chassis cab) HUMMER (all modeis) Cadillac (all models). " t30ffers apply as indicated
to new or demonstrator models (2005 models only) or trade may be required. Limited quantities of 2004 modeis available.
Offers apply to qualified retail customers in Canada. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offers which may
not be combined with other offers. *$1000. Canada Wide Clearance Bonus applied. See your dealer for details.
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FREE

No Freight
No Air Tax!

14" LCD TV
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* TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354




