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Holds signing for Killing Kind today at Coles

By STEPHANIE THIESSEN

The Champion

t's not everyone who
can pull off a murder

— especially one that
sends the brightest of inves-

tigators scampering.

David Wickes should know. This
1S his third one — literary murder,
that 1s. Contained within the pages
of this Milton-area author’s murder
mysteries are tales capable of pro-
ducing the prickliest of goose
bumps.

When it comes to creating sus-
pense, this Moffat resident knows
just what he’s doing, weaving
yarns with expertise equal to that of
his main character, detective Jack
Petersen.

Mr. Wickes’ third and latest
book, Killing Kind, is set to hit
store shelves later this month. He’s
currently preparing for a book
signing tour that’ll include 53
appearances at 20 different stores.

Of course, Miltonians will get
the first crack at the new book,
with an appearance today at Coles
at Milton Mall from 4 to 7 p.m.

Killing Kind has been in the
works for the past eight months.

“A demented serial killer is on
the lose, and our hero Jack is after
him,” Mr. Wickes explained.

The first two of Mr. Wickes’ nov-
els also feature the affable Jack
Petersen, and a fourth novel in the
series 1s set to be released this time
next year.

Surprisingly, Mr. Wickes said
each time he sees one of his books
In print, it’s more exciting than the
last because each book is better

“You can’t cheat the
reader. Even though
it’s crime fiction, it’s
got to make sense and
be believable.”
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written than the one before.

The retired 70 year old said his
biggest challenge is character
development. The action scenes
come easily, he said.

But he’s not kidding anyone —
least of all himself. This isn’t fine
Shakespeare. His highest priority
with each book is to make it enjoy-
able for the reader. “This genre is
meant to entertain people.”

Becoming an author is some-
thing Mr. Wickes decided to do Just
recently. He wrote his first novel
SIX years ago, after devouring
scores of crime novels and decid-
iIng he wanted to try his hand at
writing them.

The process is similar when it
comes to writing each book. he
said. He figures out the beginning
and end, does his research, and
then begins writing, allowing the
plot to twist and turn as he goes.

“I've always had a pretty vivid
imagination,” Mr. Wickes said.
“You need that to create a story.”

He said research is a huge part of

each book, and he relies heavily on
his police contacts in the United
States and Canada for an inside
look into the real world of law
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enforcement.

“You can’t cheat the reader. Even
though it’s crime fiction, it’s got to
make sense and be believable.” he
said, explaining the police and
medical procedures — for example
— have to be accurate.

Crime fighting isn’t a world he’d
want to be too familiar with. Mr.
Wickes said. “My admiration for
police has gone up immensely.
Most (of my contacts) have said.
‘David, you don’t want to know
how bad it is out there.’”

Mr. Wickes’ stories are set in
Minneapolis, Minn. He said he was
told his books wouldn’t sell in the
United States if they took place in
Canada. “When I'm famous. I
want to locate them in Canada.
Then they’ll take place here in
Ontario.”

When the inevitable writers’
block sets in, Mr. Wickes said his
cure 1s to take his three German
shepherds for a long walk. “We
enjoy nature. That’s my therapy.”

To potential authors, Mr. Wickes
said it’s important to have a passion
for writing. There isn’t much
money in the field, he said, and it’s
often very difficult to get pub-
lished. Without stamina, the dream
will die, he said. As for becoming a
more skilled writer, Mr. Wickes
said 1t’s a never-ending goal.

“Critics tell me I'm getting bet-
ter. It's an onward challenge. I'm
more excited with this one (book)
than with number one. I'm not
where I want to be yet, but I'm get-
ting there.”

Stephanie Thiessen can be
reached at sthiessen@miltoncana-
dianchampion.com.
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Local author set to release third crime novel
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David Wickes has revised
crime-fighting character Jack
Petersen for his latest novel,
Killing Kind.
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Weekends July 24th to September 5th

* Polish sausages * Variety of cold cuts
: (iné¢luding Civic Holid ay Monday) 10:30am 7:00pm

* Delicious breads & « Fine pastries &
buns cakes
* Home-made * Sandwiches made to

perogies order and much,
* Cabbage rolls much more...
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CINEMAS
235 GUELPH STHEET 873-1999
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Daily 7:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday 2:00 p.m.

© BOURNE SUPREMACY

Daily 6:45 p.m. & 9:00 p.m.
Wednesaay, Saturday & Sunday 2:00 p.m.
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BEST FAMILY VALUE SIN CE 15 3L

| FREE PARKING o
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| the mirth, magic and merriment of
‘?' the Renaissance comes to Milton. RN

Enjoy... Milton

Mzrasol S an :sh Servtces
Rosemary Damson BA, MA., BE.D.

presents

The Autumn Spanish Class

There’s fun for the entire family as
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. « sl susiet fometiiia A Beginners' Intensive Spanish Course _

» 7 ot ol heedien Mondays, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m., Sept. 13 - Dec. 6, 2004 ~

e, ol Learn Spanish for business, for travel or simply, for fun Wednesday Sgaﬂ?dzog%ﬂ]nda >0 0m
: * Ontario’s most unique Craft Show | *Niagara Falis _ T'"‘“ﬂ‘”'* ADVANCED CLASSES ALSO AVAILABLE.

»small class size sworkbook included sauthentic Mexican dinper
*reading, writing, listening & conversational activities
*on-site company classes, private lessons & group programs available

Please call R Davlson at 905 876 3057

* 16th Century Craft Village

* Special themed events every
weekend

e Food & libations fit for a King
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For consignment or

group sales call

1-800-734-3779

* No pets or costume
weapons please

www.rennfest.com
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‘FESTIVAL

Daily 9:00 p.m.
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