Animal control bylaw changes spark lo
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the safety hazard collars and tags can pose.
The Mllton resident sdld she hdd a dog whn

was straneled to death wh

It was very traumatic,” she said. lulde that
the dogs she has now don’t wear tags.

"l expected to see more emphasis on safety (in
the bylaw),” Ms Lewin said.

Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council of Canada
Vice President Keith Burgress said the numbers
put forward in the draft bylaw are too restrictive.

“There’s no public health or safety 1ssue to jus-
tify limiting the number of these pets to two per
household,” he said. “Restricting the numbers
1sn’t the solution. The answer lies in education
and information.”

Toronto municipal lawyer Teresa Kowalishin
said the proposed bylaw disregards a person’s

legal rights under the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms by taking a once-legal activity and
making it an offence.

Ll

you, mumupdl munulhm and your staff into
pet police.”

Stephen Baker, local horse farm owner and
member of the Golden Retriever Breeders’
Association of Ontario, said focusing on having
two of each animal is leaning towards banning
animal breeding. Under the draft bylaw, breed-
Ing 1sn’t prohibited.

Mr. Baker also pointed out the definition of

domestic farm animal as “an animal kept by a
person for its pelt, wool or fur or for food or
research purposes” doesn’t leave room for hors-
es and that horses are listed as a prohibited ani-
mal.
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Ms Bennett said after the meeting that this
could have been a typo. “We don’t want to pro-
hibit horses in the rural area.” she said.

CIUD THCINDOCTS 1N atiendance who told staft the
number of birds people can own shouldn’t be
limited.

Few had words of support for the draft bylaw,
with one being resident Tim Boker, who said the
Town is “doing the right thing” by putting these
guidelines in place.

Under the draft, residents are allowed to own
two of each critter classified as a small animal.
such as rabbits, gerbils, mice and turtles.

Local homes can also have two non-venomous
snakes, two lizards and two domestic birds.

The bylaw also lists prohibited animals, like
bats, tarantulas and wolves, and sets out rules for
pigeon keepers.
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ts of criticism

The draft has some similarities to the existing
bylaw in that it permits two dogs per household

In an urban area and three dogs in a rural area
a tag at all times.

Cat ownership rules also remain the same,
with three cats being allowed in town and five
cats 1n the country. While cats don’t have to be
licensed, they’re required to wear a collar with
the owner’s name and address.

Ms Bennett said residents’ comments will be
compiled into a report that will hopefully come
before council at its August 30 meeting, along
with a finalized version of the bylaw. She added
the report should be available on the Town’s
Web site, www.milton.ca, or at the clerk’s
department at the Town Hall on August 26.

Melanie Hennessey can be reached at mhen-
nessey@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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175-HP 2.5-Litre DOHC Engine (V6 available) » Auto
On/0ff Headlights e Automatic Transmission e
Variable Intermittent Wipers » Remote Fuel Lid Release
* Cruise Control * Air Conditioning » Power Heated
Outside Mirrors « Power Door Locks * Power Windows
with Driver’s Side Auto Up/Down * Remote Keyless
Entry System « 100 Watt CD with AM/FM Audio System
(w/6 speakers) * Engine Immobilizer Key System « And
Much More...

165-hp, 2.5L, automatic transmission, front wheel
drive, ABS, snow mode switch, 16" wheels, full
wheel covers, intermittent wipers, 60/40 split rear
seat, washable cargo area, power windows, power
door locks, power heated mirrors, cruise control,
MSHP keyless entry, roof rails, am/fm cd, with 6 speakers
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