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By STEPHANIE THIESSEN

The Champion

It was standing room only amidst
(aces rriday morning at Holy
Rosary Catholic Church as friends
and family gathered to lay to rest
Dr. David Dumencu.

They were mourners of all gener-
ations, from all walks of life.

There were young boys, many
knowing Dr. Dumencu, 42. as their
hockey coach. There were men and
women, Kleenex in hand, who
were friends or patients of the soft-
spoken dentist. And there were
seniors, no doubt wondering at the
sad turn of events.

The large sprays of colourful
flowers at the front of the church
were just one of the tangible ways
love for Dr. Dumencu was
expressed.

With people seated shoulder to
shoulder, the large turnout was
more than enough proof of the
respect held for Dr. Dumencu,
whose life was cut tragically short
when he was fatally wounded at an
Orillia-area tavern July 16 during a
golfing excursion.

Following the casket to the front
of the church was Dr. Dumencu’s

wife of 14 years, Susan, wearing
black sunglasses, and their three
sons, Scott, Benjamin and Wesley.

sweet strains of an acoustic guitar
played 'Morning Has Broken'.

Following a scripture reading,
the priest painted a verbal picture
of Dr. Dumencu. He spoke of his
knack for story-telling, and how
children looked forward to visits to
the dentist. And he addressed the
world’s seeming injustice.

“What sometimes seems so
unfair here and now, when we look
at the broader picture of eternity
doesn't seem so unfair.”

Addressing the three boys, the
priest said he hoped their dad's
gentle presence would continue to
be with them.

At a reception held at the church,
a line was formed and friends and
family awaited their turn at the
microphone to share their stories
and memories of ‘Dr. Dave’.

Dr. Dave Johnson, a dentist who
worked alongside Dr. Dumencu at
Southview Dental Clinic for the
past 10 years, spoke of the way Dr.
Dumencu would go out of his way
to show kindness to others, be they
strangers or close family members.

"He really enjoyed helping peo-
ple," Dr. Johnson said.
He spoke of Dr. Dumencu's life

g0 big or go home” — and gave
examples of how he applied that to
every area of his life.

He lived big, Dr. Johnson said.

For the next half hour, the room
was filled with both chuckles and
sniffles as Dr. Dumencu was
remembered. The dentist, who had
grown up in the coal-mining town
of Creighton, Ont., was completely
devoted to his wife and sons,
friends said.

He was a man who loved his
sports, be it golfing, badminton,
baseball, hockey, snowboarding or
mountain biking. He was a man
whose warm eyes and soft voice
could make even a stranger feel
like a friend.

Even his final act on earth —
donating his organs — was a
demonstration of his desire to
enrich others' lives, another friend
pointed out. "Somewhere out there
there's an individual with an extra
large heart."

Stephanie Thiessen can be
reached at sthiessen@miltoncana-
dianchampion.com.

Accused held for bail hearing in Barrie

* from ORILLIA on page 1 Dumencu was struck unconscious before an employee

"l wouldn't say emergency services were called discovered him lying on the ground and called 911.

immediately. There was a bit of a time delay,” Det. Sgt.

McCrickard said.

He wouldn't say how much time passed after Dr.
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Fresh... Crisp
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Fresh... Sweet &
Delicious
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Adam Holland, 21, was held for a bail hearing in
Barrie yesterday.

Thiessen
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

can be reached at

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

7 days a
week!
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Regular Store Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
unday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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GANADA WIDE
GLEAROUT

Flnaneing

up to 60 months on
Virtually all 2004 models

A CHANCE TO WIN
YOUR VEHICLE!

GET A MINIMUM OF $1,000 WITH A
CHANCE TO WiN UP TO $10,000!

2004 Sierra Duramax 2500HD

Crew cab, diesel engine, heavy duty trailer
equipment, SLE Fully loaded. CD player, polished roea £
alum. wheels, fog lamps, deep tinted rear glass, :
Eower locks & windows, .

eyless remote.
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2004 Buick Rendezvous CX FWD

3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, air conditioning,
power locks, windows, mirrors, CD stereo.
remote keyless 5-Star

Safety Rating (based on

2002 model)

oyr/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible
3.4L 185 HP V6 engine, 4 spd auto, air, ABS, p locks,
windows, mirrors, remote keyless

entry, CD stereo, side-impact air

bags, 5 star safety rating,

Energuide award.

2.21 140 HP Ecotec engine, 4 spd auto, air, 5 yr/100,000 km pow- [
o vaarranty Wilh $0 deductible, theft deterrent system, 6040 e e
split folding rear seat, No Charge | o BT

Sunroof, CD Player with 6 speakers, 15”

Aluminum Wheels, Spoiler

MAIN ST. E. |
MILTON
MON. - THURS.
9:00 Am - 9:00 Pm
FAI. & SAT.
9:00 Am - 6:00 Pm |
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PONTIAC ¢ BUICK ¢ CADILLAC
(905) 373.2355 TOLL FREE 1-888-878-2354

* PONTIAC * BUICK * CADILLAC * GMC * PONTIAC * BUICK -




