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FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC CARE
ﬁ under my roof

311 Martin Street, Milton

(905) 878-5165

Raisins: Raising chiropractic
drug free kids.
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Learn how to talk to others about their smoking.

CALL THE

CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY’S
TOLL-FREE

SMOKERS’ HELPLINE
1-877-513-5333
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‘Halton Women’s Place optimistic

fundraising goal will be reached

By WILMA BLOKUIS
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In addition to providing safe
refuge to hundreds of abused
women and their children, Halton
Women’s Place (HWP) must also
fundraise $420,000 just to keep the
door open.

“We receive 75 per cent of our
funding from the Ontario Ministry
of Community and Social Services,
and the remaining 25 per cent has
to come from our own fundrais-
ing,” said HWP executive director
Cheryl Taylor.

“Last year we fell short of our
goal, for no reason other than
there’s strong competition for
fundraised dollars in Halton. This
year we re fairly strong.”

Ms Taylor is hopeful this year’s
goal will be met.

HWP provides 50 beds at two
sites in Halton — 20 at its new
north facility that opened in town
Iwo years ago, and 30 at its south
shelter in Burlington, which was
built in 1994,

“Cribs and cots can add 10 to 15
occupants when you include small
children and infants on a daily
basis,” said Ms Taylor.

“We have newborns to 16-year-
olds. We’ve had women give birth
at the shelter. We see all sectors of
society, everybody from women
without money to those with no
access to money.”

Both shelters have handicapped

facilities.

sneiter in Oakville, core services
are offered there.

“A large number of women who
access our services in Burlington
and Milton come from Oakville.”

HWP is usually full, said Ms
Taylor, and peak periods include
early summer when women make a
move to leave the family home
without having to disrupt their
kids’ school.

This creates another problem, as
Halton is “lacking in affordable,
social housing that is subsidized,
creating a big vicious circle around
the needs of the community around
social housing,” said Ms Taylor.

“There is no second-stage hous-
iIng in Halton unfortunately,” she
lamented.

Playroom for children

HWP prides itself in not only
providing a playroom that’s open
24 hours a day, but it also provides
an interactive children’s program
resembling summer camp —
everything from crafts to day trips
for those for whom it’s safe to ven-
ture away, under supervision, from
the shelter. The shelters have large
secured fenced yards and video
surveillance.

“We are strongly safety oriented
when it comes to the kids,” said Ms
Taylor, emphasizing “they’re still
kids and we need to fill their need
for summer fun — and family fun —
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Large Inventory of

Ring In

despite the family being in crisis.”

at HWP are counseled on under-
standing abuse, how to face the
future should they return to an abu-
sive situation, and that the abuse
isn’t their fault.

The shelter’s summer program
relies on community support, such
as donated tickets to pools and for
day trips to the African Lions
Safari or Canada’s Wonderland.

“We leave the choice of whether
the kids go out of the shelter for
swimming or day trips with the
moms,” said Ms Taylor.

“Some men will go out looking
for their kids, and some don’t.”

Mothers and children can stay at
the shelter for a maximum of six
weeks.

“The greater number stay the
maximum six weeks because they
feel they have no place to go.
Because there’s no housing for
them, they do the ‘shelter shuffle.’
They move from shelter to shelter
while looking for a social safety

et,” said Ms Taylor.

The average length of stay has
increased to 25 to 28 days from 17
to 21 days. Some women only stay
for a couple of days.

HWP will celebrate its 25th
anniversary next year.

Its first shelter was an old farm-
house in Milton.

“We’ve been providing shelter
for abused women since 1980,”
said Ms Taylor.

New & Used O Ilmum Vehicles
ALL DRAS'I'ICAI.I.Y REDUCED!

New Pontiacs, Buicks,
GMC Pick-ups & Cadillacs
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)OO0 litres of gas  EVERY cau Wins

Ring in and Win is back and bigger than ever.
With the delivery of

Get a guaranteed minimum $1,000 off. With a
chance to win up to $10,000 off. You could
every new or used vehicle

even WIN YOUR VEHICLE
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