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By MELANIE HENNESSEY
The Champion
About 50 local BMXers converged on Town

designated bike park in Milton.

The youths cast their bikes aside and piled into
the municipal building to speak with Mayor Gord
Krantz and Town staff about re-opening a bike
park at its former location on Thompson Road.

The park, which was opened as a temporary
location on a basketball court for skateboarders.
BMXers and inline skaters, was shut down and the
ramps removed after being deemed unsafe by
Town staff.

A new skateboard park was built nearby, but
BMXers are restricted from using it for insurance
reasons, said Town Director of Community
Services Jennifer Reynolds.

Now, Spokes ‘n’ Slopes owner Matt Burger, who

organized the protest, said local BMXers are tak-
Ing to the streets and dangerous areas, such as
behind factories, to do what they love

said. “1"'m basically on a mission to get a location
for the kids to do BMXing again. I believe strong-
ly there should be a safer place to ride.”

He added that BMXers who still brave entering
the skateboard park are usually kicked out by the
police. '

The youths asked the mayor to resurrect the old
ramps and have them repaired and put back on the
basketball court to be used again.

“We need somewhere to go. We should be
allowed n the skateboard park until something’s
done,” said 12-year-old Tommy Gingras of
Milton. I bought a bike, and now there’s nowhere
for me to go. It’s become a huge issue.”

Mr. Krantz said staff will consider the sugges-
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BMX youths stage protest over lack of bike park

tion and Ms Reynolds will contact Mr. Burger next
week to further discuss the issue.
“I think this will start the ball rolling. I think the

Burger said.

Recently, BMXers also temporarily lost the use
of a BMX track at Drumquin Park, which was
taken down for construction but is scheduled to re-
open In the fall. Mr. Burger said the ramps at the
initial skatepark were paid for by him and built by
volunteering parents and kids.

He said the park was later taken over by the
Town when the ramps started deteriorating. Ms
Reynolds said about $22,000 was put into materi-
als for the ramps by the Town.

She added in the future, the Town could be
building a permanent bike park.

Melanie Hennessey can be reached at mhen-
nessey@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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Milton Mall

55 Ontario Street South, Milton
905-878-7418
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SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION!
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Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

Youths gather inside Town Hall.

People who take first
aid training reduce
their personal
injuries by up to 30%.

FIRST AID

FUTURE SHOP
CORRECTION NOTICE

Product. Frigidaire Side By Side Stainless Steel Refrigerator
(Sku# 10045854). This product from pg. 21 of our July 16th
flyer has been unexpectedly delayed. Customers can still
place orders for this product and the promotional price of
$1499 .99 after a $100 savings will be honored

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this
may have caused our valued customers.

FUTURE SHOP
CORRECTION NOTICE

Product: La Femme Nikita, Season Two (Sku #2070795
This product, from page 4 of our July 23rd flyer, has
peen cancelled by the manufacturer and will not be

released.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this
may have caused our valued customers.

1 1
(1 | B | |

11 e 4

| & | | W |
ins an anl . |
| |

S IR e e m o e m— e P —— REs——— e S - e i

SATURDAY, JULY 24
2-4 pm, 3519 Quilter Crt. Burl, $245,000

Diane Maynard & Susan Recoskie,

2-4 pm, 3519 Quilter Crt. Burl, $245,000
Diane Maynard & Susan Recoskie,
Royal LePage 905-878-8101

2-4 pm, 1635 Dempsey Cres.

2-4 pm, 2363 Burnhamthorpe Rd./Hwy 25., $549,900
Jack VanderBreggen, Royal LePage 878-8101
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OPEN HOUSES

ROFI LePaie 905-878-8101

Beverly Frosh, Re/Max Blue Springs 905-878-7777

odds against Canada’s

#1 killer

HEART AND STROKE
FOUNDATION OF ONTARIO
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