The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, July 20, 2004—5

unding

T p—— s g g, = e T
T i ] 4 & =3 T = il ry -

By JASON MISNER
Special to The Champion
The Halton District School

B

already-allocated special education
funding or if it needs to find it
somewhere else to ensure it has a
balanced budget for 2004-05.

Education Minister Gerard

going to make so I'm not going to

put that out to one board ahead of

time. I think all boards are going to
ACINCAY Ssaid, notng boards
have been cooperative.

“We've been trying to keep them
as closely informed as we can
about our thinking right up until we
make our conclusion so they're in a

yet to be released to the board from
the ministry, from an earlier com-
mitment. If that money doesn't
the board 1n a deficit situation and
the shortfall will have to come
from somewhere else in the budg-
cl.

Board Chair Mary Chapin told
T'he Champion in an interview

Kennedy told The Champion his
ministry will soon be announcing
special education funding follow-
Ing a comprehensive review of the
vast number of requests this year.

“They (the requests) are 200 per
cent more than what boards asked
for at the beginning of the year,” he
said. “This is something that is
extraordinary and we're going to
make very sure that the dollars that
leave this ministry are to help kids
very specifically the way they are
intended for.”

But he wouldn't confirm if the
Halton board would get the $3 mil-
lion in anticipated funding.

“That's part of the decision we're

fairly good position to estimate
where their board is going to be.
They understand we have to do due
diligence on these kinds of claims.”’
Mr. Kennedy angered school
boards when he decided earlier this
year to hold back $102 million of
special education funds already
approved by ministry officials.
Rising costs and concerns about
the process prompted the move.
Last month the Halton District
School Board passed a $329-mil-
lion balanced budget, which
included spending $44 million on
special education, to serve about
8,200 students.
But $3 million of that money has

after the budget was passed that the
yet-to-be released $3 million was
included because the board is hold-
ing the ministry to its word.

“I believe we're right to budget to
use that money and if it doesn't
come through then it will be the
ministry that's put us into deficit,”
she said at the time.

Mr. Kennedy said no board will
be In a deficit situation because
they don't have to submit their final
budgets to the ministry until the
end of August. If funding alloca-
tions happen to come in lower than
expected for any board, there will
be time to make adjustments, he
said.
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390 Ontario St. N. Unit #1, Milton
HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 7-6, Fri. 7-5:30, Sat. 8-12

875-1522

AW 2004 =~ Chevy Silverado Ext. Cab Base

| e [N per month

36 months / 30,000 kms

s _— 2N 4 Down Payment or Trade $5150

' AY Silverado R7H « 285-HP Vortec 4800 V8 Engine « 4-Speed Automatic with Overdrive
* Dual Zone Air conditioning « Locking Differential « ABS « 40/20/40 Split Front Bench
with Custom Cloth Trim « Tilt Steering *+ Automatic Headlights * Full Instrumentation
including: Tachometer, Engine Hourmeter and Driver Message Centre
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2004 - Chevy TrailBlazer
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Plus Freight & Taxes

TrailBlazer 4x4 « 275 HP Vortec 4200 16 Engine « Autotrac Automatic 4WD
* Dual Zone Air Conditioning « Power Windows/Locks/ Heated Mirrors «
Locking Differential « HD Trailering Equipment
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nture Van RATED THE MOST
FUEL-EFFICIENT VAN IN ITS
. 40 . £o % N CLASS 5 YEARS IN A ROW BY
wEyES S 8l SP ENERGUIDE.
fE”’f- o e yirci‘? ‘ff'sztf Hﬂ*
cash purchase price ENER(GuiDe
Hwy 7.8L/100km
Venture Value Van RWB R7B « 3.4L 185 HP V86 Engine * 4 speed Automatic (36mi/gal)
* 5-year/100,000 km GM Powertrain Warranty with $0 Deductible® Integral |

Child Seat + Air Conditioning « Remote Keyless Entry «CD Stereo

......
||||||

175 HP Vortec 2800 DOHC Engine » ABS « 5 Speed Manual « 2 Position Locking
Tailgate » 15" Wheels + 2WD
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Ask Our Sales Representative for details
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Un Virtually All 2004 Mo

Lt Youwr Fingere do ths Winning.
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Serving Milton For Over
3 Generations

The sensible way to buy a car or truck




