By STEPHANIE THIESSEN

The Champion

people facing numerous charges in
connection with a series of mort-
gage frauds in which $1.7 million
was pocketed.

“This is one of the larger ones
(frauds) in terms of money as well
as mvolvement,” said Det. Ben
Hengeveld of York Regional
Police's Major Fraud Bureau

Police said that in December
2001, ownership of a home was
fraudulently transferred to a com-
pany unbeknownst to the home-
owner, a relative of the suspects.

Fraudulent documents were then
filed with the land registry office
and the valid mortgage was dis-
charged on title, so records would
show the mortgage had been paid
off.

A new mortgage was then
arranged so  funds could be
obtained.

The mortgage was fraudulently
discharged at a later date to. once
again, make the title appear clear.

Another mortgage was arranged,
and the process was repeated sev-
eral times to obtain further funds.

A second incident took place in
June 2002. A 62-year-old woman
— also a relative — living on a
pension was targeted and funds
were obtained fraudulently in the
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larger ones (frauds)
in terms of money as
well as involvement.”’
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same manner.

A third incident followed in
which no charges were laid against
the Milton couple.

One of the properties targeted is
located in Toronto and two are in
Vaughan. Det. Hengeveld wouldn't
say which incidents belonged with
which properties in efforts to pro-
tect the victims' identities, he said.

“She’s finding this all rather sad
and embarrassing,” he said of the
62-year-old x-'iL'lilll.

There are many different meth-
ods of mortgage fraud. Det.
Hengeveld said.

“We can all be subject to fraud.
In particular, this type,” he said.
“The fraudster will try to identify a
property that's high end or low end
and inflate it.”

He said the only thing homeown-
ers can do to make sure this isn't

happening is to check the titles of
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‘Multen is growing...
so have we!!!

. Drs. Paula Cassin and
Susan Bermingham
e are pleased that

Dr. Catherine Zacal

nas joined our practice.

Or. Zacal has openings
available for new patients

and emergencies.

Please call 905-878-0555
for an appointment

WakRefield Dental

Dentistry for your family

106 Wakefield Rd., Milton

Hwy 25 south of Main Street.
just past Childs Drive

905-878-0055

their homes and make sure every-

A person could have his mort-
gage paid off and think he's living
“free and clear," meanwhile, some-
one has put a mortgage on his
home and is getting money, Det.
Hengeveld said.

Although larger homes that have
been paid off can be targets, he said

homes that haven't been paid off

can also fall prey.

Milton’s Frank Basso., 47, and
his wife, Catherine Basso, 46, both
of Rutledge Road have been
charged with a total of 16 and 10
counts respectively of fraud over
$5,000, conspiracy to commit
fraud, uttering a forged document.
obtaining money by a forged docu-
ment and obtaining credit by false
pretence.

Also facing the same charges are
two Woodbridge men, aged 26 and
55, and a 48-year-old Toronto
woman.

In total, 42 charges were laid.

Four of the accused have been
released from custody and are
scheduled to appear at Ontario
Court of Justice in Newmarket
August 12, The 55-year-old
Woodbridge man remained in cus-
tody at press time.

Stephanie  Thiessen can  be
reached at sthiessen@miltoncana-
dianchampion.com.
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By walking
across the road.
the chicken

gained a
healthier heart
and lungs

and a positive
attitude
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CORRECTION NOTICE

Product: Compaqg 1010NX Computer with Free 17" Monitor
(sku# 10041937) This computer was inadvertently advertised in
our July 2 flyer with incorrect Specifications. The memory is listed
as being 2506MB DDR, and should instead read 256MEB DDR.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this
may have caused our valued customers.
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* Ontario’s Largest Brew on Premise

beer making products
* Automatic bottle washing .
* Grain brewing available '
* Beer canning available

T'he Canadian Champion, Friday, July 9, 2004—5
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nily mcome and a high degree of

safety of principal? Call me to discuss the BMO

Print” Monthly Pay Portfolio.

Diana Bristow, CFP, V.P.

Senior l1.A. & Financial Planner
BMO Nesbitt Burns

Toll free: 1-866-512-4283

www.dianabristow.com

BMO e Nesbitt Burns:

A member of BMO Finand ial Group

)7 is a registered trade mark ol Bank ol Montreal,

Neshitnt Burns™ and “"BluePrint” are registered trade-marks of

i lamited, used under licence . Maoember C1PIE
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g & E Better Bitters has been voted Burlington's

Come check out why

& Wine Brew on premise i
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GTON 681-BREW
(2739)

Fri 1lam - 8pm, Sat 9am - Spm, Sun Closed
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The following full-time programs start September 7:

* E-Commerce e Computer Programmer ¢ Computer Science

* Court Tribunal

* specialized learning environments
* innovative industry-driven curriculum

* General Arts and Sci

Sheridan offers you:

* dynamic campus spirit

ence

* dedicated, professional faculty
* quality student services and resources

* 91% of employers express satisfaction with Sheridan graduates

A,
g
Sheridan

For details or to receive a full-time studies calendar:
www.sheridaninstitute.ca 905-845-9430 (0akville) 905-459-7533 (Brampton)

Sheridan College Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning,

1430 Trafalga

r Road, Oakville, ON L6H 2L1




